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1 Background

11

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

Edwards and Edwards Consultancy Ltd. is a ‘Highway and Transportation
Consultancy’ specialising in giving advice to clients on highway development
control matters. Our dedicated team have over 200 years’ combined experience
dealing with development control matters in both the public and private sectors. We
have been engaged by the Redmoor High School Academy Trust, to carry out an
analysis of road traffic accident records as requested by the Highway Authority in

their response to the application for development at Redmoor Academy.

Redmoor High School Academy Trust have submitted a planning application to
Hinckley and Bosworth B C for the erection of a new Sports Hall, classrooms, car

parking, landscaping and solar panels, LPA ref 23/01164/FUL.

Due to housing development, Leicestershire County Council are required to
increase secondary school places, and funding for this increase is available from
Section 106 Monies. The proposed development will accommodate up to an
additional 195 pupils at the school and will require an additional 13 staff.

In their response to the planning application, the Highway Authority requested
additional information be submitted in support of the application. One of the items
that they asked for was an analysis of the Personal Injury Collisions which may

have occurred within the vicinity of the site access.

The applicants have purchased the accident data for a distance of 500 metres from
the main site access on Wykin Road and also for the same distance from the

pedestrian access that is located off Stoke Road.

This report considers the accident data that has been purchased from the County
Council to see if there is any particular road safety problem, that may be

exacerbated by the additional traffic predicted by the proposed development.

Redmoor Academy, Wykin Road, Hinckley




2 ACCIDENT ANALYSIS

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

The accident information that was obtained from the County Council was for a 5-
year period for an area of 500 metres around the site, from 1 January 2019 to the
315t of December 2023 has been attached as Appendix A for information.

The accident records show that over the 5-year period there were a total of 12
accidents within the 500 metres search area. 10 of these accidents were classed as

slight injury accidents and 2 were classed as serious injury accidents.

It should be noted that the location of the Academy is such that there only 3 roads
around the school site that would provide access to the wider road network. These
routes are Wykin Road to the west, Stoke Road to the north and Hollycroft to the

southeast.

Of the 12 accidents that occurred during this period, 5 of them occurred on routes
that any additional traffic generated by the development would not be expected or
likely to use. Therefore for 5 of the accidents the development would have no

impact and would not exacerbate any highway safety issue.

It should be noted that no accident was recorded at either the main site access or
within the vicinity of the pedestrian access off Stoke Road. Neither were there any
accidents on the section of Wykin Road from the main site access up to and

including its junction with the A47 Normandy Way.

It is likely that as the additional student places are required to cater for the
increased demand from new developments, that the majority of additional traffic will
use the route from the A47 along Wykin Road due to the large new residential

development at Hollycroft Grange to the west of the site off Normandy Way.

These accident records show that there has been no recorded accidents along the

route most likely to be used by the majority of the traffic generated.

Of the remaining 7 accidents, 3 are shown to have occurred at the roundabout
junction of A47 Normandy Way with the C6103 Stoke Road, 1 occurred at the
junction of Stoke Road with Hollycroft, and 3 others occurred at different locations
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2.9

2.10

2.11

2.12

2.13

on Hollycroft although the exact location of one of those is given in the accident

report as unknown.

Consideration is therefore given to the details, location and potential reason for
each of the 7 accidents on routes that the proposed development is likely to have
an impact upon. Although it should be noted that in real terms, the actual impact on

these routes is likely to be relatively small.

3 of the accidents recorded occurred at the junction of the A47 Normandy
Way/Stoke Road. However the 3 accidents that occurred at this junction all
occurred outside of normal school opening and closing times, when the proposed
development is unlikely to generate any additional traffic movements. One of the
accidents occurred at 2.40pm, one at 7.17pm and the other at 9.48pm. Therefore
the additional traffic generated by the school would not impact on any of these
accidents. It is also the case that as the A47 is a very busy route, the percentage
increase in traffic resulting from the development will have a negligible impact at

this junction.

Looking in more detail at each of the 3 accidents, there is no identifiable pattern in
the type of accident or a particular movement that would be a cause of concern.
One accident appeared to involve a rear end shunt between two vehicles. These
vehicles were entering the roundabout from the eastern leg of the A47. One of the
accidents involved a collision with a cyclist ‘mid junction’ on the roundabout, with a
car travelling from east to west, colliding with a pedal cycle travelling from north to
south on the roundabout. The third involved a car and a cyclist both travelling in a

southerly direction on Stoke Road on the approach the roundabout.

It is therefore considerered that there is no particular pattern to any of these
accidents and that each accident is likely to have been down to driver error.
Therefore | am of the opinion that the proposed development would not exacerbate
any highway safety issue at this roundabout junction. This is especially the case as
the development will only be likely to lead to a negligible increase in use of this
junction and also as all of the recorded accidents occurred outside of normal school

opening and closing times.

One of the recorded accidents is shown to have occurred at mini-roundabout
junction of Stoke Road with Hollycroft and Wykin Road. This mini roundabout would
have been installed by the Highway Authority. Therefore as part of the design of the
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2.14

2.15

2.16
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2.18
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roundabout, Safety Audits must have been carried out, and it should be assumed
that the Highway Authority were satisfied that this junction design was safe and

suitable.

Nevertheless, the one accident that occurred at this junction would appear to have
involved a car pulling out in front of a pedal cycle turning right at the junction. One
accident in a 5-year period would not suggest that there is a particular accident
problem with this junction and that the accident was probably caused by driver or
rider error. On that basis | am of the view that there can be no accident pattern that

the proposed development would be likely to exacerbate.

Although the map provided by the County Council suggests that two accidents
occurred at this junction, this is not the case. One of those accidents occurred at a
private access off Stoke Road close to, but not at the mini-roundabout junction. The
accident involved a vehicle reversing out of the private drive and colliding with a

pedestrian.

This accident is clearly down to driver error rather than any particular highway
safety problem, and again would not be exacerbated by the increased traffic likely
to be generated by the development. It is also the case that this accident occurred
at a time (11.20am) when the proposed development is unlikely to result in any

additional vehicular or pedestrian movements.

There was accident that occurred on Hollycroft on 21 May 2020, for which the
report states that its exact location was not known. The details also say that the
accident did not occur at or within 20 metres of a road junction. This accident
involved 3 vehicles all of which were reported to have been travelling in a northerly
direction. It would perhaps be the case that the first car in the accident slowed or

stopped, but the two following cars did not, resulting in a 3-car shunt.

As this is the only accident of this type over the 5-year period, | am of the opinion
that it would have been caused by driver error and not down to a highway safety

issue and not one that would be exacerbated by the proposed development.

The final accident occurred on Hollycroft at its junction with Lismore Drive. This
accident involved a car turning right out of Lismore Drive and colliding with a

motorcyclist travelling northbound on Hollycroft. Again this would appear to have
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2.20

2.21

2.22

2.23

2.24

been a one-off accident, down to driver error and not down to any particular

highway safety issue.

It is also the case that the proposed development would not result in any increased
movements of vehicles turning right out of Lismore Drive. Therefore the proposed

development would not exacerbate this potential issue.

This report has considered all of the accidents reported in the accident data
obtained from the County Council on the routes that the additional traffic likely to be
generated by the proposed development are likely to impact.

For the route that the development is most likely to have the most impact, Wykin
Road between the site and the A47, there have been no accidents and therefore

the proposal will not have any impact on existing highway safety issues.

For the other 2 routes on which accidents have occurred, | am of the opinion that
based on the details provided for each accident, that there are no patterns of
accidents that would suggest there is an existing highway safety issue. | am also of
the opinion that given the proposal is likely to have a relatively small impact on any
of these routes, it will not result in any unacceptable impact of the highway.

On the basis of the above, | believe that there should be no reasonable highway
safety grounds to refuse the application on the basis of paragraphs 114 or 115 of
the revised NPPF 2023.

Duncan Clarke Project No 12439
Edwards & Edwards Consultancy Ltd Date April 2024
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Appendix A. Accident data
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Table 2 - Casudlties by Month
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January - - - - -
February 1
March 1 -
April 1
May
June
July 1 - - - -
August - - - - -
September
October
November
December
TOTAL

=
=
'

[
[
=
= o
[

=
1
1
1
= o
ONOOOFREFENEFEWNO

o
N
N
N
=
N

Table 3 - All Accidents by Severity

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Tota

Fatal 0 0 0 0 0 0
Serious 0 0 1 1 0 2
Slight 5 2 1 1 1 10
TOTAL 5 2 2 2 1 12

Table 4 - Casudlties by Severity

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Tota

Fatal 0 0 0 0 0 0
Serious 0 0 1 1 0 2
Slight 5 2 1 1 1 10
TOTAL 5 2 2 2 1 12
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