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Poor Area Moderate Area Good Area
Small 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Medium 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
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Total 0 0.0000 0 0.0000 0 0.0000
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17.98%  

17.90%  

0.00%  

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

Scroll down for final results ⚠

Off-site post-intervention
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Off-site baseline
Habitat units

Total net unit change
         

Habitat units 5.55

Combined net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Habitat units 5.55

Hedgerow units 26.94
Watercourse units 0.00

Habitat units 5.55
Hedgerow units

0.00

Hedgerow units 0.00
Watercourse units 0.00

Watercourse units 0.00
Hedgerow units 4.09

Headline Results

On-site baseline
Habitat units

Newbold Verdon

Hedgerow units 0.00
Watercourse units

On-site net change 
(units & percentage)

30.88
Hedgerow units 22.85

Watercourse units 0.00

On-site post-intervention
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0.00

Off-site net change
(units & percentage)

Habitat units 0.00

4.09
Watercourse units 0.00

Hedgerow units 0.00
Watercourse units 0.00

0.00Habitat units

Spatial risk multiplier (SRM) deductions
Habitat units 0.00

Hedgerow units 0.00
Watercourse units 0.00
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Target Baseline Units
10.00% 30.88
10.00% 22.85
10.00% 0.00 0.00

 

 

 

Unit Deficit

0.00

33.97 0.00
25.14 0.00

Watercourse units

Habitat units
Hedgerow units

Unit Type Units Required

17.98%

Hedgerow units 17.90%

Watercourse units 0.00%

Total net unit change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

4.09
Watercourse units 0.00

Yes ✓

No additional area habitat units required to meet target  ✓
No additional hedgerow units required to meet target  ✓

No additional watercourse units required to meet target  ✓

Trading rules satisfied?

Total net % change
(Including all on-site & off-site habitat retention, creation & enhancement)

Habitat units

Hedgerow units



Ecological  
baseline

Ref Broad Habitat  Habitat Type Irreplaceable habitat Area 
(hectares) Distinctiveness Condition Strategic significance Total  habitat 

units
Area 

retained
Area 

enhanced

Baseline 
units 

retained

Baseline units 
enhanced

Area habitat 
lost Units lost User comments Planning authority comments Habitat reference 

number

1 Cropland Cereal crops No 13.53 Low Condition 
Assessment N/A

Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same distinctiveness or better 
habitat required ≥ 27.06 0.00 0.00 13.53 27.06 Dominant area of active cropland. N/A condition 

(agricultural)

2 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.4711 Low Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same distinctiveness or better 
habitat required ≥ 1.88 0.00 0.00 0.47 1.88

1-2m strip of modified grassland/PSI bordering cropland 
area adjacent to border hedgerows. Moderate condition 

(simplified methodology due to time of year).

3 Grassland Modified grassland No 0.374 Low Moderate Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same distinctiveness or better 
habitat required ≥ 1.50 0.00 0.00 0.37 1.50

1-2m strip of modified grassland/PSI bordering cropland 
area adjacent to border hedgerows. Moderate condition 

(simplified methodology due to time of year).

4 Individual trees Urban tree No 0.1099 Medium Poor Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no local 
strategy

Same broad habitat or a higher 
distinctiveness habitat required (≥) 0.44 0.1099 0.44 0.00 0.00 0.00

Existing semi-mature trees (x3) with limited bat roosting 
potential. Poor condition due to meeting 3 criteria (4, 5, 6);  

little evidence of damage from anthropogenic activities. 
Existing micro habitats for birds/mammals/insects. No 

current regular pruning regime. Tree canopy oversailing 
vegetation beneath

5
6
7
8
9

14 49 30 88 0 11 0 00 0 44 0 00 14 38 30 44
14.38

14.38

Select a unit Hectares

Existing area habitats Distinctiveness Condition 

5.55
17.98%
Yes ✓

Total  Net Unit Change
Total  Net % Change

Trading Rules Satisfied

M² to hectares conversion tool :

Total  habitat area 
Site Area (Excluding area of individual trees, green walls, intertidal  hard structures)

Area habitat summary

CommentsStrategic significance

Required Action to Meet 
Trading Rules

Bespoke compensation agreed 
for losses of VHDH or 
irreplaceable habitat

M²

Total  area lost (excluding area of individual trees, 
green walls and intertidal  hard structures)

A-1 On-Site Habitat Baseline
Project Name: Newbold Verdon     Map Reference: 
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0 01

Ref Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Strategic  significance Strategic  
significance

Strategic  
significance 

multiplier

Standard time to 
target condition 

(years)

Habita t created 
in advance 

(years)

Delay in starting 
habita t creation 

(years)
Standard or adjusted time to target condition

Final time to 
target condition 

(years)

Final time to 
target 

multiplier

Standard 
difficulty of 

creation 
Applied difficulty multiplier

Final 
difficulty of 

creation 

Difficulty 
multiplier 
applied

User comments Planning authority comments
Habita t 

reference 
number

1 Grassland Modified grassland 1.72 Low 2 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 3.32

Proposed areas of grassland within the 
urban development not included as 

vegetated gardens. This also includes 
potential childrens play areas and areas of 

grassland adjacent to public footpaths. 
Asigned a  poor condition as these areas are 

likely to be receive regular public use 
leading to excessive trampling along with 

regular mowing regimes which will reduce 
species diversity and sward height. As such 

these habitats are likely to only pass 3 
condition criteria (3  5 & 6)

Revised upon new layout, areas proposed for 
amenity value have been categorised as this 

due to regular management and public 
disturbance the overall quality of the habitat may 

not achieve that of other neutral grassland.

2 Grassland Other neutral grassland 3.03 Medium 4 Moderate 2 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 5 Standard time to target condition applied 5 0.837 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 20.28

Proposed areas of wildflower meadow 
creation. To achieve Moderate condition, 

areas must have vegetation in common with 
Other Neutral Grassland according to 

UKHabs definitions; recommend sowing of 
‘N5 Long Season Meadow Mix’ from 

Naturescape in line with contemporary 
meadow creation practices. Management 

plan should include relaxed mowing 
scheme (up to 4 times in the first year and 

once annually in autumn in subsequent 
years) to allow height variation (20% < 7cm 
and 20% >7cm) with borders near pathway 

(1-2m strips) kept low by more frequent 
mowing for tidier appearance. All cuttings 

from mowing should be removed to prevent 
nutrient enrichment. Bare ground should 

cover no more than 5% of grassland area. 
Cover of bracken (if it appears on site) 

should be kept less than 20% and cover of 
scrub (including bramble) less than 5%. 
Grassland must demonstrate absence of 

invasive non-native species (Schedule 9 of 
WCA, 1981). Combined cover of 

undesirable species AND excessive 
physical damage from machinery to be less 

than 5% of total grassland area.

several areas of other neutral bgrassland 
proposed across the scheme. These areas will 

be planted with Emorsgate EM2 (or similar 
apporved)

3 Grassland Other neutral grassland 0.34 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 2 Standard time to target condition applied 2 0.931 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 1.27

Areas across the site seeded with species 
rich mixture however not anticipated to 
reach higher than poor due to aesthetic 

value or mowing regime (ie grass paths)

4 Lakes Ponds (non-priority habitat) 0.12 Medium 4 Moderate 2 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 3 Standard time to target condition applied 3 0.899 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.86

Several large  ponds to be created across 
the site designed to permanently hold water, 

targeted to achieve criteria 2,3, 6 and 7

5 Lakes Ponds (non-priority habitat) 0.55 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 2.12

Wildlife pond proposed to the southern 
corner of the site, targeted to achieve criteria 

2  3  5 6  and 7

6 Urban Developed land; sealed surface 5.94 V.Low 0 N/A - Other 0 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 0 Standard time to target condition applied 0 1.000 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.00 Buildings and sealed surfaces as part of the 

urban development  N/A condition

7 Urban Vegetated garden 1.94 Low 2
Condition 

Assessment 
N/A

1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 3.74 Urban gardens associated with dwellings. 

Condition fixed at ‘Poor’ 

8 Woodland and forest Other woodland; broadleaved 0.61 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 5 Standard time to target condition applied 5 0.837 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 2.04

Proposed woodland habiatt to be created to 
the south of the site, given use of the area it is 

unlikely to achieve higher than poor 
condition

9 Individual trees Urban Tree 0.66 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 10 Standard time to target condition applied 10 0.700 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 1.85

Proposed planting of 161 trees as per 
current landscape plan comprising a 

mixture of small and medium sized species. 
Assigned 'Poor' condition due to positioning 
adjacent to residential dwellings. More likely 
to be subject to damage from anthropogenic 

activity, less likely to be managed.

10 Heathland and shrub Mixed scrub 0.13 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition applied 1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 0.50

Patches of mixed native scrub to be planted 
across the scheme targetd to achieve 

condition criteria 1 and 2
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Tota l habita t area 15 04 Tota l Units 35 99

Site Area (Excluding area of individual trees, green walls, intertidal hard 
structures) 14.38

Select a  unit HectaresM² to hectares conversion tool:
M²

Difficulty multipliers

Area habitat summary
Total Net Unit Change 5.55

Tota l Net % Change 17.98%

Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓

Area Acceptable ✓Area Check

Comments
Post intervention habita ts 

Project Name: Newbold Verdon     Map Reference: 
A-2 On-Site Habitat Creation

Strategic  significance

Area 
(hectares)Broad Habita t Proposed habita t

Habita t 
units 

delivered

Distinctiveness Condition Temporal multiplier
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4.09
17.90%
Yes ✓

Ecological 
baseline

Ref Hedge 
number Habitat type Length 

(km) Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Strategic significance Strategic 
significance

Strategic 
significance 

multiplier

Total 
hedgerow 

units

Length 
retained

Length 
enhanced

Units 
retained

Units 
enhanced

Length 
lost

Units 
lost User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 
reference 

number

1 Line of Trees - Associated with bank or ditch 0.078 Low 2 Moderate 2 Location ecologically desirable but not in local strategy Medium strategic 
significance 1.1 Same distinctiveness 

band or better 0.34 0.078 0 0.34 0.00 0.00 0.00

Line of Trees 2. Moderate, meets 4 of 5 criteria (1, 2, 3, 
5). All hedgerows ecologically desirable due to 

qualifying as HPIs and proximity to adjacent pLWS (see 
RSE_3677_R2_V1, section 4.3 and 5.3 respectively).

2 Line of Trees 0.286 Low 2 Moderate 2 Location ecologically desirable but not in local strategy Medium strategic 
significance 1.1 Same distinctiveness 

band or better 1.26 0.236 0 1.04 0.00 0.05 0.22
Line of Trees 1. Moderate, meets 3 of 5 criteria (2, 3, 5).
Line of Trees 3. Moderate, meets 3 of 5 criteria (1, 2, 5). 

Partly lost to development for site entry.

3 Species-rich native hedgerow with trees - associated with bank or 
ditch 1.009 V.High 8 Moderate 2 Location ecologically desirable but not in local strategy Medium strategic 

significance 1.1 Like for like 17.76 1.009 0 17.76 0.00 0.00 0.00 Moderate condition, meets 7 of 10 conditions; A1, A2, B1, 
B2  D1  D2  E1

4 Species-rich native hedgerow with trees 0.204 High 6 Poor 1 Location ecologically desirable but not in local strategy Medium strategic 
significance 1.1 Like for like or better 1.35 0 0.204 0.00 1.35 0.00 0.00 Poor, 2 failures in both C and E functional groups. Meets 

A1  A2  B1  B2  D1  D2

5 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.244 Medium 4 Moderate 2 Location ecologically desirable but not in local strategy Medium strategic 
significance 1.1 Same distinctiveness 

band or better 2.15 0.152 0 1.34 0.00 0.09 0.81 Moderate, meets 6 of 8 conditions A1, A2, B1, B2, D1, D2. 
Partially lost to development for site entry
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1 82 22 85 1.48 0.20 20.48 1.35 0.14 1.03

CommentsStrategic significance
Required Action to 

Meet Trading Rules

B-1 On-Site Hedge Baseline

Existing hedgerow habitats Distinctiveness Condition

Hedgerow summary

Total Net % Change
Trading Rules Satisfied

Total Net Unit Change
Project Name: Newbold Verdon     Map Reference: 
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Ref
New 

hedge 
number

Habitat type Length 
(km) Distinctiveness Score Condition Score Strategic significance Strategic 

significance

Strategic 
significance 

multipl ier

Standard Time to 
target condition 

(years)

Habitat created 
in advance 

(years)

Delay in starting 
habitat creation 

(years)

Standard or adjusted time to 
target condition

Final  time to 
target condition 

(years)

Final  time to 
target 

multipl ier

Standard 
diff icul ty of 

creation 

Applied  
dif f icul ty 

multipl ier

Final  
dif f icul ty of 

creation 

Diff icul ty 
multipl ier 

applied
User comments Planning authority comments

Habitat 
reference 

number

1 1 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.048 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.19
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

2 2 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.063 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.24
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

3 3 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.071 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.27
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

4 4 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.008 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.03
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

5 5 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.044 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.17
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

6 6 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.119 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.46
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

7 7 Species-rich native hedgerow with trees 0.086 High 6 Moderate 2 Location ecologically desirable but not in 
local strategy

Medium strategic 
significance 1.1 10 Standard time to target condition 

applied
10 0.700 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.79

Hedgerow  to south of site within open space, 
targeted to achieve criteria A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, 

D1, D2, E2. Considered to be in an 
ecologically desirable location due to 

connectivity to existing hedgerows and pLWS 
hedgerows beyond site  

8 8 Species-rich native hedgerow with trees 0.021 High 6 Moderate 2 Location ecologically desirable but not in 
local strategy

Medium strategic 
significance 1.1 10 Standard time to target condition 

applied
10 0.700 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.19

Hedgerow  to south of site within open space, 
targeted to achieve criteria A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, 

D1, D2, E2. Considered to be in an 
ecologically desirable location due to 

connectivity to existing hedgerows and pLWS 
hedgerows beyond site  

9 9 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.056 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.22
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

10 10 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.052 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.20
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

11 11 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.014 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.05
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

12 12 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.047 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.18
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

13 13 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.054 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.21
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

14 14 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.095 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.37
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

15 15 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.055 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.21
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

16 16 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.095 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.37
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  

17 17 Species-rich native hedgerow 0.025 Medium 4 Poor 1 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 
local strategy

Low Strategic 
Significance 1 1 Standard time to target condition 

applied
1 0.965 Low Standard difficulty 

applied Low 1 0.10
Native species rich hedgrows planted 

acrowss the scheme, targeted to achieve 
condition assessment criteria A1  B2  D1  D2  
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Project Name: Newbold Verdon     Map Reference: 

B-2 On-Site Hedge Creation

Proposed habitats Condition Strategic significanceDistinctiveness

Total  Net Unit Change
Total  Net % Change 17.90%

Hedgerow summary

Trading Rules Satisfied Yes ✓
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4 Species-rich native hedgerow with trees 0.204 High 6 Poor 1 Medium strategic 
significance 1.1 1.3464 Like for like or better Species-rich native hedgerow with trees High - High Poor - Moderate 0.204 High 6 Moderate 2 Area/compensation not in local strategy/ no 

local strategy
Low Strategic 
Significance 1 6 Standard time to target condition 

applied
6 0.808 Low Standard difficulty applied Low 1 2.21

Hedgerow (H5) south of the western 
housing development. Currently in 

poor condition which can be enhanced 
by reducing the gaps in the base 

through supplementary planting. Height 
and width should be maintained at an 

average of >1.5m along the length and 
a gap of <0.5m between the ground 

and the base of the canopy for 90% of 
the hedge length; any gaps which 

appear should be restocked to 
maintain the hedge as intact; 

undesirable species (nettles, cleavers 
and docks) should be discouraged 
from growing however, no greater 

than 20% ground cover of these 
species is acceptable; >90% of the 

hedgerow length and ground 
vegetation (for at least 1m) should be 

free of non-native invasive and 
neophyte (naturalised) species; and 

lastly, hedgerows should be managed 
sensitively with no excessive cutting, 

pollution or waste build up 
(manure/household waste/rubbish).
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B-3 On-Site Hedge Enhancement
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