Design and Access Statement for Ground Mounted Solar Panel System

Introduction

This Design and Access Statement is submitted in support of a planning application for a ground-
mounted solar panel system on 3 Nock Verges. The proposed development aims to provide
sustainable energy generation while respecting the existing site characteristics and surrounding
environment.

Site Context

The site is located in a rural area characterised by open fields and minimal development, making it
an ideal location for a solar panel installation. The land is currently unused and has low agricultural
value, ensuring minimal impact on productive land use.

Design Principles

Layout: The solar panels will be arranged in rows oriented to maximise solar exposure. The
layout ensures optimal efficiency while minimising visual impact.

*  Scale and Appearance: The panels will have a low profile, not exceeding 4 meters,
blending with the natural topography. The supporting structures will be non-reflective and
coloured to complement the landscape.

*  Materials: High-quality, durable materials will be used for the panels and support structures
to ensure longevity and minimal maintenance.

Environmental Considerations

*  Biodiversity: The development will include measures to enhance local biodiversity, such as
planting wildflower meadows around the array.

e Sustainability: The project will contribute to renewable energy targets, reducing carbon
emissions and promoting sustainable energy use.

e Carbon Footprint Reduction: By generating renewable energy, the solar panel system will
significantly reduce the overall carbon footprint of the site.

Access and Transport

e  Construction Access: No construction vehicles will be required to drive on the grass areas,
careful consideration to avoid disruption to existing land use and wildlife.

. Operational Access: Post-construction, minimal access will be required for maintenance,
with no vehicle access required.

Conclusion

The proposed ground-mounted solar panel system represents a suitable response to the site,
balancing efficient energy production. The design respects the rural character of the area while
contributing to broader sustainability goals.

By thoughtfully integrating the development into the landscape and considering all relevant
environmental and social factors, the project aims to deliver significant long-term benefits with
minimal adverse impacts. The reduction in carbon footprint underscores the project's commitment
to environmental responsibility and climate action.






