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SUMMARY

In January 2024 Oxford Archaeology (OA) was commissioned by RPS on
behalf of Avant Homes to undertake an archaeological evaluation at the
site of a consented new residential development off Lychgate Lane,
Burbage, Leicestershire (Planning ref APP/K2420/W/23/3321670). The
evaluation included 16 trenches representing a 3% sample of the
development area,

The evaluation aimed to assess the archaeclogical potential of the site,
based on the geophysical survey and historical background of the area.
No significant archaeological finds nor features were detected during the
evaluation. Cut of 16 trenches targeted on geophysical anomalies, 12
trenches produced post-medieval or modern field boundary ditches,
furrows and small undated gullies. The evaluation identified a low density
of archaeoclogical remains indicative of post-medieval and modern
agricultural activity on site. Mo evidence of activity pre-dating the post-
medisval period was uncaoverad,
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INTRODUCTION

Scope of work

Oxford Archaeology (OA) was commissioned by RPS on behalf of Avant Homes
to undertake a trial trench evaluation at the site of Lychgate Lane. Burbage,
Leicestarshire. A programime of 16 trenches were undertaken to investigate the
geophysical anomalies and test blank areas of the site,

The work was undertaken to further the archaeological condition attached to
the planning consent (planning ref. APP/K2420/\W/23/3321670). The evaluation
was completed in accordance with an approved written scheme of
investigation produced by RPS5 [2023] detailing the Local Authority's
reguirements for work necessary to inform the planning process. This
document cutlines the results of the evaluation.

All work was undertaken in accordance with The Chartered Institute for
Archaeclogists’ Code of Conduct, Standard for archaeological field evaluation
(2023) and Universal guidance for archaeological field evaluation (2023).

Location, topography and geology

The site is located to the south of Lychgate Lane on the south-eastern edge of
Burbage, Leicestershire (centred at National Grid Reference SP 4488 9229
Figure 1},

The site is located on the south-eastern slope of Sketchley Hill and slopes
eastwards from a high of ¢110m Above Crdnance Datum (AOD) to a low of
c105m AQOD. The nearest watercourse to the site is the Soar Brook, located
c.1.5km to the south,

The underlying geclogy of the area is mapped as mudstone belonging to the
Mercia Mudstone Group. The bedrock geology is overlain by superficial deposits
of clay and silt of the Bosworth Clay Member (ibid.), (BGE Online 2024,

Archaeological and historical background

The archaeclogical and historical background of the site has been described in
detail in the Heritage Statement (RPS 2022). which incarporated the results of
a geophysical survey. The geophysical survey identified several anomalies
assessed to be of an undetermined origin, meaning an archaeclogical arigin
cannot be discounted. The most relevant points of these works are summarised
below.

Prehistoric Activity (10,000 BC - AD 43)

There is an absence of Early Prehistaric remains within vicinity of the site, with
the nearest known being a Bronze Age cemetery (HER reference MLE23172)
and sporadic flints (MLE7235, MLE9344, MLE17704, MLE18018 & MLEIB737)
recorded at least 500m away from the site. The site's potential for Early
Frehistoric remains was considered to be low,

&/ B0xford Archaeology Ltd 28 February 2024
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Romano-British Perfod (AD 43 - 410)

Mo Iron Age to Roman HER entries are within the site or found within the
vicinity. The nearest known areas of Iron Age to Roman activity includes an lren
Age enclosure along with Roman features [MLEZ21696), c.550m to the south-
west. The Heritage Statement assessed the geophysical anomalies on site as
unlikely to be of an lron Age to Roman date.

Saxeon and Medieval period (AD 410 - 1540)

The historic settlerment of Burbage (MLE2848), located c250m west of the site,
is of at least Saxon origin and is recorded in 1086 Domesday Survey as 'Burbece',
The name derives from the Old English burh, meaning ‘a fortified place’. Poorly
preserved earthworks are recorded within the western half of the site. The site
is located outside of the histaric core of Burbage and was evidently ploughed
during the medieval period.

The geophysical survey identified anomalies representing a former post
medieval to modern fieldsysterm within the site, The undetermined anomalies
were assessed to be likely associated with this fieldsystern. A review of historic
mapping shows the site was in agricultural use from at least the medieval
period, given the survival of medieval ridge and furrow.

AIMS AND METHODOLOGY
Aims
The project aims and objectives were as follows:

i. Toconfirm the veracity of the geophysical survey results and investigate
the undetermined anomalies

ii. Todetermine the location, extent, date, character, condition, and level of
significance of any archaeclogical remains that are present;

iii. Toassessthe artefactual and environmental potential of any
archaeclogical deposits encountered;

iv.  Toinform discussions with the LPA's archaeological advisors over any
further works that are necessary,

v.  To proeduce a site archive for deposition with an appropriate museum and
to provide information for accession to the Leicestershire & Rutland HER

The programme of archaeclogical investigation was conducted within the
general research parameters and objectives defined by 'East Midlands
Heritage: A research Agenda and Strategy for the Historic Environment'
[compiled on behalf of the region's historic environment community by D
Knight, B. Vyner and C. Allen) and the earlier Archaeological Resource
Assessment and Research Agenda for the East Midlands The Archaeology of
the East Midlands' edited by N. Cooper (2006).

Methodology

Ten 30m x 18m trenches and six 15m x 1.8m trenches were excavated across
the site representing a 3% sample of the 27ha development (Figures 2). A

7} EOxford Archasology Ltd 28 February 2024
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contingency for a further 1% was also allowed, should further trenches, or
extensions be reguired. Trenches were excavated using a mechanical
excavator fitted with a toothiess bucket under the direct supervision of an
archaeologist. Spoil was stored next to, but at a safe distance from the trench
edges.

Machining continued in even spits down to the top of the undisturbed natural
geology or the first archaeclogical horizen, depending upon which was
encountered first. Once archaeclogical deposits were exposed, further
excavation proceeded by hand.

The exposed surface was sufficiently cleaned to establish the presence or
absence of archaeological rermains. All potential archaesological features were
investigated and recorded as outlined within the approved WSI (RPS 2023).

REsSULTS

Introduction and presentation of results

The results of the evaluation are presented below and include a stratigraphic
description of the trenches that contained archaeclogical remains. The full
details of all trenches with dimensions and depths of all deposits can be found
in Appendix A The finds reports and associated tables can be found within
Appendix B.

Ceneral soils and ground conditions

The soil sequence in the trenches was uniform. The natural geclogy of
mudstone was overlain by a dark reddish-brown subsail and topsoil,

Cround conditions throughout the evaluation were generally good, and the
site remained relatively dry througheut. Archaeclogical features, where
present, were easy to identify against the underlying natural geclogy:.

Archaeological results

A series of late post-rmedieval or modern features were detected during
excavation and correlated with the geophysical results. These features were
linear boundary ditches, small gullies and the remains of ridge and furrow. The
archaeoclogical features were present in Trenches TR4-6 and TR 8-14, with all
other trenches being devoid of any archaeological rermains,

Trench 4-6 (Plates 1-2)

A series of shallow 'U' shaped gullies were identified within Trenches 4-6 within
subsoil deposits associated with weak geophysical signals identified in the
survey. No finds were recovered from any of the gullies. A shallow gully [402)
only 0.06m in depth and 021m wide, filled with a sterile fill (403), was
investigated in Trench 4 A series of similar gullies (502 and &03) were also
investigated within Trenches 5 and 6 These features were undated but did not
penetrate through the subscil into the natural mudstone and are believed to
be |ate post-medieval or modern in date.
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Trenches 8-11 (Plates 3-11)

Two northwest to southeast aligned ditches were investigated within Trench 8
associated with a potential field trackway identified in the geophysics (Plates 3-
5). Ditch BO3 was 0.32m wide and 0.09m deep, filled with dark brown clayey silt
fill (804), It had a shallow profile with a concave base (Plate 4), Ditch 805 was
just 2m to the west, 115m in width and 0.30m depth, filled with a similar clayey
silt fill (80&). Both ditch fills produced 18719 century pottery.

Ditch 203 running northeast by southwest appeared to be part of the same
fieldsystem boundaries as those investigated within Trench B [Plate g). The
ditch was 0.5m in width and 0.06m in depth, farming a shallow 'U’' shaped gully
[Plate 7). The gully also produced late post medieval pottery.

Two field boundary ditches were also excavated in the northern ends of
Trenches 10 and 11 [Flates @ and 1). The field boundary had a ceramic field drain
in the base of the ditch. The ditches aligned with the ridge and furrow
earthworks preserved in the western part of the field. Furrows were also
investigated within the southern ends of Trenches 10 and 11 [Plate 10).

Trench 12-16 [Plates 12-13)

The remains of furrows were identified within Trenches 12-16 and aligned with
both the geophysics and ridge and furrow earthworks, Two furrows were
investigated within Trench 12, and one east-west field boundary ditch was
excavated in Trench 13. The furrows produced an assemblage of pottery, clay
pipe and CBM, all of which dated to between the |ate 17'" to 19" centuries.

Finds and Environmental Summaries

Pottery by John Cotter

A total of 14 sherds of pottery weighing 435g were recovered from 7 contexts
from Trenches 8, 9,10 and 12. Aside fraom a single sherd of probable medieval
date the rest of the pottery is post-medieval and comprises common place
post-rmedieval Staffordshire-type wares of the sort found all-over the Midlands
and sometimes further afield.

The earliest piece here (1203) is a jug rim in an unglazed and unidentified
medieval ware with a fine sandy orange-buff fabric. It may, perhaps, be
medieval Nottingham ware, or something more local to the area. It probably
dates between the 13th and 16th centuries but is very abraded and maostly likely
residual within the feature.

Most of the rest of the assemblage comprises large fresh sherds of 17th-18th
century Staffordshire-type earthen wares, These include a cylindrical mug in
black-glazed Midlands Blackware (BLACK], three wide bowis in Staffordshire-
type red-slipped glazed coarseware (STRSB COAR, ¢ 1650-1800), and a press-
moulded dish in Staffordshire-type slipware (STSL) dating to ¢ 1700-1800. The
dating emphasis of the assemblage is roughly c1650-1800. Some of these wares
[STSL and STRSE COAR) have a remarkably similar crange-buff fabric which is
redder than most slipwares with a true Staffordshire origin; they may, perhaps,
be from a source closer to Leicester.

9 @0xford Archaeology Ltd 28 February 2024
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from Trench 12, frorm a fine white tableware iterm dating to ¢ 1780-1840 1204).

Other finds by Tim Allen, Kirsty Smith and Bernice Jones

Other finds included one fragment of cattle bone from context 1605 (pottery
spot dated 1650-1759) with chopmarks, fragments of slag, clay pipe and post
medieval CBM were also recovered from the ditches and furrows.

DISCUSSION

Reliability of field investigation

Generally favourable conditions prevailed during the fieldwork with good
ground and site conditions throughout. Machining was generally carried out
cleanly, providing good visibility of features and deposits in the evaluation
trenches.

The trenches provided good coverage of the site area and were located to
maximise the potential for identifying archaeclogical remains, The overhead
and buried services did limit access to some areas of the site, however sufficient
coverage was achieved to meet the project aims. The evaluation results show
the presence of a low density of archaeological remains associated with post-
medieval and modern activity, primarily agricultural in nature,

The evaluation generally confirmed the reliability of the geophysical survey
results and established the post-medieval and modern origins of the targeted
anomalies.

Evaluation objectives and results

The trial-trench evaluation established and recorded the presence and extent
of post-medieval and maodern featuras in 12 out of the 16 trenches investigated.
A low density and low complexity of features were recorded, comprising field
boundaries, furrows and former trackways ditches.

Most features produced artefactual material and confirmed the dating of the
activity. The field boundary or trackway noted in the middle of the site is not
present on historic maps. However, the systerms of boundary ditches clearly are
associated and help date the ridge and furrow. No samples were taken during
the evaluation due to the absence of significant archaeological remains pre
dating the late post-rmedieval period.

The evaluation established the overall reliability of the geophysical survey
results across the area investigated, The trenches were positioned to investigate
and wverify the results of the survey, which had identified no anomalies
suggestive of significant archasclogical features.

Significance

The evaluation has identified archaeclogical remains indicative of post-
medieval and modern agricultural activity on site. No evidence of activity
predating the post-medieval period was uncovered.

10/ ©Owford drchasology Ltd 28 February 2024
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APPENDIX A TRENCH DESCRIPTIONS AND CONTEXT INVENTORY
Trench
Ceneral description Orientation E-W
Trench consists of topsall and subsoil overlyving clay geology. Trench Length {m} a0
devoid of archasaiogy. | Width (rr) 18
A, depth (m) 053
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description ' Finds Date
Mo, frr) () !
10 Layer 024 Topssil - -
100 Layer 026 Subsail
102 Layer -
Trench 2
General description | Orientation E-W
Trench consists of top=ail overlying a clay geology. Devoid of archasology. Length {m) 15
| Width (m) 18
| Avg. depth [mj 0.41
Context | Type | Width | Depth | Description | Finds Date
Mo, (rn) {rn) |
200 Layer 026 Topsoil | - -
201 Laver - Q00 Subsoil - -
202 Layer Matural - -
Trench 3
General description | Orlentation N-5
Trench consists of topsail and subsoll overlyving clay gealogy, Trench Length {m) 15
devoid of archasoliogy. Width (m) 1.8
| Avg, depth (m) D46
Contesxt | Type Width | Depth | Description ' Finds Date
MNo. () ()
300 Layer | - 026 | Topsoil | - -
am Layer - 00 Subsail - -
302 Layer Matural
Trench 4
General description | Orientation E-W
Tranch consists of topsail overlying clay geclogy, Trench contains a single | Length {m} 15
iuilly. Width [m) 1.8
| Avg. depth (m) 033
Context | Type | Width | Depth | Description ' Finds Date
Mo. () () ‘
400 Layer - 023 Topsail | - -
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471 Laver - - Matural - -

47 Cut 021 Q.0a Cully

4007 Fill 006G Fill

Trench 5

Ceneral description Orientation E-\W

Trench cansists of topsail overlying clay geclagy, Trench cantains a single Length {m} A0

gully Width (m) 18
Awg, depth (m}) 031

Context Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date

Mo. (rr) (rm)

500 Layer 0.27 Topsail - 5

501 Layer - Matural - -

502 Cut 025 D03 Cully

503 Fill .03 Fill

ench e

GCeneral description Orientation E-w

Trench consists of topsall overlying clay geclogy, Trench contains a gully. Length {m} A0
Width (rm) 1.8
Avg. depth (m) 033

Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Data

No (m) | (m)

=00 Layer 029 Topsoil - -

=01 Laer - - Matural 2 -

L Cut .28 0.04 Cully

B03 Fill fill

Trench 7

Ceneral description Crientation ME-SW

Trench consists of topsail and subscil overlying clay geology, Trench Langl;h {m} 30

devoid of archasology, Width [rm) 1.8
Avg. depth (m) 062

Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date

Mo, () ()

FO0 Layer - 020 Tops=ail - -

701 Layer Subsail

T02 Lavyer Matural

Trench 8

General description Orientation E-W

Trench consists of topsoil and subscil overlving clay geology. Trench Length {m) 0

contains one ditch Width (m) 1.8
Ayvg. depth (m) 045

Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date

Mo, {rm) {rn)

13/ BCxtord Archasology Ltd
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B00 Layer - Matural - -
(={u]] Layer - - Subsail - -
B2 Layer 0.30 Topsoil - -
BOZ Cut 032 0.09 Cully
B4 Fill fill
205 Cut 140 030 Citch
B0G Fill Delivarate backfill pat Pot med
Trench 9.
Ceneral description Orientation SE-MWY
Trench consists of topsail and subscil overlying clay geology. Trench Length {m) 30
devoid of archaeclogy. Width (rm) 18

g, depth (m) .45
Contaxt Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. (m) | (m)
SO0 Laver - 02 Topsail - -
a0 Layer - Q12 Subsail - -
o02 Layer Matiural
903 Cut .50 006 Ciitch
D04 Fill Fill Pot Pot med
General description Orientation SE-MW
Trench consists of topsail and subscil overlying clay geology,. Trench Length {m) 15
contains two furrows. Width [rm) 1.8

Avg, depth (m) 0
Contaxt Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
Na. (rr) (rn)
1000 Cut 102 Q.09 FLarrow - -
1001 Fill - - Fill Pot Post med
1002 Layer oA Topsoil
1003 Laver 012 Subsoill
1004 Layer Matural
1005 Cut Q.80 Fuirrciw
1006 Fill Fill
T‘-’- hTI
Ceneral description Crientation MW-SE
Trench cansists of topsoil and subsoil averiving clay geology. Trench Langl;h {m) 30
contains two furrows. Widlth [m) 1.8

A, depth (m) 0.£8

14 [ BOxtord Archasology Ltd
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Context Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
Mo. [rry) {rm)
g Layer - 0.3 Topsoil - -
a1 Layer Matural - -
o2 Cut 200 D30 Citch
1103 Fill Fill
Nno4 Cut QBN 012 Furrca
Nnoz Fill 0B9 012 Fill
Toe Cut 123 Furroow
oy Fill 123 Fill
Trench12
Ceneral description Orientation M-S
Trench consists of topsail overlying clay geology. Trench contains two Length {m} 14
furrows, Width (rm) 1.8
Ao, depth (m) 037
Context Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
Ma. () (rm)
1200 Layer - 029 Terpsol - -
1231 Layer - Matural - -
1202 Cut 115 0l Furrow
1203 Fill Fill FPot Post med
1204 Cut 13 Furrow
205 Fill 113 Fill Pot Post med
Trench 13
Ceneral description Crientation E-WW
Trench cansists of topsail overlying clay geclogy. Tranch cantains one Length {m} 30
ditch Width (m) 18
Avg. depth (m) 042
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
No. () ()
1300 Layer 034 Topszil
1301 Laver Matural = -
1302 Cut 175 0.24 Ditch
1303 Fill 006 Fill
1304 Fill 01& Fill Pot Post med
1305 Layer Q10 Other layer
15 { BCxford Archasology Ltd 28 February 2024
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Trench 14
General description | Orientation SE-NW
Trench consists of topsoil overlying clay geclogy. Trench cantains ong s' Lengl;h {m} A0
ditch and twa furraws, | Width (m) 18

| Avg. depth (m) 044
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description | Finds Date
Mo, (rn) {rn)
1400 Layer 033 Topsoil
|41 Layer - - Matural - -
14032 Cut 141 Ditch
1403 Fill 141 Fill _i
Trench 15
General description | Orientation N-S
Trench cansists of topsoil overlying clay geclogy,. Trench cantains three Length {m} 50
furrows | width (m) 18

| Avg. depth (m) 0.41
Context | Type Width | Depth | Description | Finds Date
Mo, (rmy) (rmy)
1500 Layer - 038 Topsail - -
151 Layer Matural = =
1502 Cut 89 Q.05 Flerronwsy |
1503 Fill 089 0.05 Fill Clay pipe Post med
Trench 16
General description | Orientation SE-NW/
Tranch consists of topsoll overlying clay geology, Tranch cantains ane Length {m} a0
ditch and two furrows, | Width [m) 18

| Avg, depth (m} 045
Context Type Width | Depth | Description Finds Date
Mo, [rmy) ()
1&00 Layar 035 Top=ail - -
16801 Layer Matural
1602 Cut 056 1.41 Fuarrow |
1603 Fill 056 1.4 Fill |
T&0s Cut Matural |
1605 Fill Fill | pot Dost mied
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APPENDIX B FINDS REPORTS

B.a

B11

B2

Bl13

Post-Roman Pottery
Pottery by John Cotter

Introduction a nd methodology

A total of 14 sherds of pottery weighing 435g were recovered from 7 contexts,
Aside from a single sherd of probable medieval date the rest of the pottery is
post-medieval and comprises commeonplace post-medieval Staffordshire-type
wares of the sort found all-over the Midlands and sometimes further afield.

All the pottery was scanned during the present assessment and spot-dates
were provided for each context. Each context group was guantified by sherd
count and weight and recorded on a spot-dating spreadsheet. The pottery isin
a fragmentary condition, but most sherds are quite large and fresh, with some
sherds joining,

The context spot-date is the date-bracket during which the latest pottery types
or fabrics are estimated to have been produced or were in general circulation,
Comments on the range of fabrics were recorded, usually with mention of
wvessel form [jugs, bowls etc) and any other attributes worthy of note (eq.
decoration etc). Post-medieval fabric codes referred to are those of the
Museum of London (MolA 2014} The range of pottery is described in some
detail in the spreadsheet [Table 1) and therefore only summarised below.

Context | Spot-date | Sherds | Weight Comments

1 vessel. Fresh joining sherds. Press-moulded dish
in Staffardshire-type slipware (ST5L). Unusual light
orange-buff coal measures fabric - possibly local? 3
rim sherds with typical scalloped decoration on the
lip. Interior decorated with broad white bands of
trailed slip arranged across dish in parallel rows of
almost zig-zag lines separated by loose sinuous/cur-
vilinear lines, all trailed (not combed). White slip
dec overlying dark brown slip under a clear glaze.
c1700- Underside unglazed. Date could be within ¢1700-
80& | 1800 4 156 | 1750/607

1 vessel. 2 rims. Wide bow! with near-horizontal
flanged rim & wall angle/carination just below rim.
Staffs-type red-slipped glazed coarseware (STRSB
COAR). Same orange-buff fabric as 5TSL dish in 806,
c1650- Black glaze int over a dark brown slip (not on rim).
904 | 1800 2 72 | Fresh.

Fresh body sherd from small bowl! or lower wall of
jug/jar? Thick-walled. Dense fine-medium sandy red
c1600- fabric with internal black glaze. Misc blackware or
1001 | 1800 1 22 | Midlands Blackware (BLACK).
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B.l4

Ble

Unidentified medieval or early post-medieval ware
(MISC M). Probably a jug rim with a simple flat-
topped rim on a slightly flaring neck. Fine sandy or-
ange-buff fabric with abundant white quartz and
possibly calcite inclusions, plus a few fairly coarse
grains of mica. Unglazed. Fabric vaguely similar to
medieval Scarborough-type ware (Type 1) and to
medieval Nottingham ware (also vaguely similar to
Spanish micaceous ware (SPAM)). Possible handle
scar ext. Browner ext surface. Probably not Roman
1203 | 13-16C7 1 9 | (E. Biddulph, pers comm). Slightly abraded.

Small body sherd probably from jug in Pearlware
c1780- with brown slip bands ext and possibly mocha deco-
1204 | 1840 1 1 | ration (PEAR SLIP). Clear glaze int and ext. Abraded.

Wide bowl with broad horizontal flanged rim.
c1650- STBRS COAR. Pink-buff fabric. Abraded. Traces of
1304 | 1800 1 82 | dark brown slip and black glaze int.

2 vessels. 2 sherds from wide bowl with flanged rim
in STBRS COAR with int black glaze, abraded [very
similar to bowl in 504). 2x fresh joining sherds from
the pad base and cylindrical wall of a mug/drinking
vessel in Midlands Blackware (BLACK) but overfired
to near-stoneware hardness {as Midlands purple
ware MPUR). Handle scar ext. Glossy dark brown-
cle50- black glaze all-over int and partly ext. Probably 17-
1605 | 1750 4 93 | 18C.

TOTAL 14 435

Table . Description of post-Roman pottery by context

Discussion

The earliest piece here (1203) is a jug rim in an unglazed and unidentified
medieval ware with a fine sandy orange-buff fabric. It may, perhaps, be
medieval Nottingham ware, or something more local to the area? It probably
dates between the 13th and 16th centuries.

Most of the remainder of the assemblage comprises large fresh sherds of 17th-
18th century Staffordshire-type earthenware’s. These include a cylindrical mug
in black-glazed Midlands Blackware (BLACK), three wide bowls in Staffordshire-
type red-slipped glazed coarseware (STRSB COAR, ¢ 1650-1800), and a press-
moulded dish in Staffordshire-type slipware [STSL) dating to ¢ 1700-1800. The
dating emphasis of the assemblage is roughly ¢ 1650-1800. Some of these
wares (STs5Land STRSE COAR) have a similar orange-buff fabric which is redder
than most slipwares with a true Staffordshire origin; they may, perhaps, be from
a source closer to Leicester?

The latest item here is a small sherd of Staffordshire-type Pearlware (PEAR
SLIP}, from a fine white tableware item dating to ¢ 1780-1840 (1204,
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B.17

B.2
EZ]

B22
B.3

B33

B3Z

B33

B34

Recommendations regarding the conservation{discard and retention of
material

The pottery here has some potential as good examples of their type and could
be used for display ar teaching purposes. It is therefore recommended that
the assemblage be retained — or at least some of the larger pieces and the
medieval jug rim.

Clay Tobacco Pipe

Context (1503] produced a single piece of 17th-century clay pipe stern weighing
5qg. Description: Chunky early pipe sterm (17C) with large stem bore diameter
{4mm). Length 42mm. Fine white ‘chalky’ fabric. Fairly fresh.

As the pipe has been adeguately recorded, it ray be discarded if so desired.

Slag
by Tim Allen

Introduction and methods

Two small fragments of a piece of slag together weighing 59 were recovered
from context 1204, fill of a furrow, at this site.

The slag was washed, dried and sorted using largely visual criteria (cf Historic
England 2015}, The material was sorted into various categories based on colour
and surface morphology (and occasionally on an assessment of density and/or
magnetic response).

Description

The fragments of slag came from a piece with a slightly convex and fairly
smooth face 24mm by at least 18mm across and at least 13mm high, having
the appearance of half of a sub-circular shape with rounded edges surviving,
and sides rising at 90 degrees and beginning to curve back in at about 1Tmm
high, though not enough survived to be sure of the overall shape. The piece
was magnetic, had an orange-brown colour on the surface and was dark brown
in the break, with frequent orange-brown ferrous lumps up to 2mm across and
comrmon glassy patches with a flowing appearance from 0.5-3mm across. The
piece was light and vesicular with common bubbles 2-3mm across.

Interpretation

Although the shape might suggest a slag cake, the surviving fragment is too
small, and toc light, to have formed a cake, and can only be characterised as
non-diagneostic ferrous slag (Historic England 2015, 23).
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B.4

B.4.

B.42

Bas

B44

Ceramic building material

By Kirsty Smith

Sevean fragments of ceramic building material (M2g) were recorded in contexts
1204 and 1605. The fragments are made from an orange silty sandy clay with
occasional ferruginous grits and guartz fragments,

The two fragments (85g) from context 1204 include one larger fragment with
two surfaces at 90 degrees from each other, one of which is burnt, This probably
originated from a brick of post-medieval date.

The five fragmeants from context 1605 (51g) are amorphous flakes and a larger
fragment of uncertain date. It is possible the larger fragment may be a highly
eroded flange from a Roman tegula roof tile,

Recommendations

The CBM is not significant in themselves so they can be discarded when the
project is finishad,
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APPENDIX C SITE SUMMARY DETAILS

Site name:

Site code:

Grid Reference
Type:

Date and duration:
Area of Site
Location of archive:

Summary of Results

Lychgate Lang, Burbage, Leicestershire

BURBGEW

WANGZ024

Evaluation

22726 January

10.540a

The archive is currently held at ©4, Janus House, Osney Mead, Oxfordshire and
will be deposited with Oxfordshire Museurmn Service in due course, under the
following accession number: XATD 2024

In January 2004 Ouford Archaeology [OA) was cormmissioned by RPS on behalf
of Avant Hames to undartake an archaeclogical evaluation at the site of a
consented new residential development off Lychgate Lane, Burbage,
Leicestershirg, The evaluation included 16 trenches representing a 3% sample-of
the developrment area.

The evaluation aimed (o assess the potential of tha site, based an the
geophysical survey and historical background of the area Mo significant
archaesglagical firds nor features were detected during the evaluation, Dut of 16
trenches targeted on geophysical anormales, 12 trenches produced post-
medieval ar maodern field boundary ditches, furrows and small undated gullies.
The evaluation identified a low density of archaealogical remains indicative of
past-medieval and modern agricultural activity on site. Mo evidence of activity
pre-dating the post-medieval period was uncoverad.
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Plate 1; Trench 6 looking southwest (1x1m and 1x2m scales)

Plate 2: Gully 6502 looking northeast (0.20m scale)



Plate 4: Ditch 803 looking southeast (0.2m scale)



Plate 5: Ditch 805 looking northeast {1m scale)

Plate &6: Trench 9 looking east (1x1m and 1x2m scales)



Plate 8: Trench 10 looking northwest (1x1m and 1x2m scales)



Plate 9: Ditch 1003 looking northeast (1m scale)

Plate 10: Furrow 1102 looking west



Plate 11: Ditch 1104 looking west (0.5m scale)

Plate 12: Trench 12 looking southwest (1x1m and 1x2m scales)



Plate 13: Furrow 1202 looking southwest (1m scale)
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