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From: William Kelly <William.Kelly@leics.gov.uk>

Sent: 23 January 2025 11:43

To: Tim Hartley

Cc: Planning Folder New

Subject: Archaeological Comments for 24/00560/HYB | Land Off Station Road Market 

Bosworth

Attachments: 10009 – Market Bosworth Trial Trenching Summary - Reduced.pdf

Hi Tim,

24/00560/HYB | Hybrid planning application seeking full planning permission for residential development of 138 
dwellinghouses along with landscaping, public open space, drainage infrastructure and new access following 
demolition of two existing dwellinghouses; and outline planning permission (all matters reserved except for point 
of access) for 0.55ha of employment uses (Classes E (g) (i, ii and iii), B2 and B8) | Land Off Station Road Market 
Bosworth

Archaeological Comments

We recently monitored the trial trenching evalua�on undertaken at the above site, which followed on from an 
earlier geophysical survey.

Please see a�ached the summary of the results produced by the contractor undertaking the work (York 
Archaeology), provided by the applicant’s archaeological consultant. As noted within the a�ached document all 
features iden�fied are related to recent agricultural ac�vi�es, with no other features or deposits of archaeological 
significance encountered. Many of the linear features recorded can be iden�fied on 19th and 20th century Ordnance 
Survey mapping.

The archaeological consultant has indicated that the final report is unlikely to be available for review prior to the 
determina�on deadline and has requested that we provide our recommenda�on on the basis of the currently 
available informa�on. Whilst we would highlight that this is not an approach we would take as standard, given the 
circumstances of the planning timeframe, having monitored the evaluation and reviewed the information provided 
by the attached summary document, we are satisfied on this occasion that our formal comments can be provided 
prior to completion of the final report.

We have received assurances from the archaeological consultant that the post-excavation provisions outlined within 
the Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for the evaluation will be undertaken (OASIS reporting with the 
Archaeological Data Service and deposition of the archive in accordance with professional standards). Given the 
results of the investigation and the nature of the resulting material we do not have any particular concerns that the 
post-excavation requirements will not be met.

We are therefore sa�sfied in recommending that no addi�onal archaeological involvement will be required for the 
site.

I hope this approach is satisfactory to the LPA, if you have any concerns or queries please do feel free to let me 
know.

Best wishes,

Will
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William Kelly | Senior Planning Archaeologist (Heritage)| Historic & Natural Environment Team | Planning, Historic 
& Natural Environment Department | Room 200, County Hall | Glenfield | Leicestershire | LE3 8RA

 0116 305 0039 | 07871 733 637 |  William.Kelly@leics.gov.uk

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, any reading, 
printing, storage, disclosure, copying or any other action taken in respect of this e-mail is prohibited and may be 
unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by using the reply function and 
then permanently delete what you have received. Incoming and outgoing e-mail messages are routinely monitored for 
compliance with Leicestershire County Council's policy on the use of electronic communications. The contents of e-
mails may have to be disclosed for requests under Data Protection or Freedom of Information legislation. Details 
about how we handle information can be found at https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/data-protection

The views expressed by the author may not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Leicestershire County 
Council.

Attachments to e-mail messages may contain viruses that may damage your system. Whilst Leicestershire County 
Council has taken every reasonable precaution to minimise this risk, we cannot accept any liability for any damage 
which you sustain as a result of these factors. You are advised to carry out your own virus checks before opening any 
attachment.
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Market Bosworth Evaluation Summary

Archaeological evaluation works undertaken at land south of Station Road, Market Bosworth

consisted of the excavation of 38 1.8x30m trial trenches across two fields. This document briefly

summarises the results of this evaluation. A full report on the works is in production and will be

issued in early 2025.

All features identified related to recent agricultural activities; no other features or deposits of

archaeological significance were encountered.

Following usage established by the geophysical survey report (Magnitude Surveys, 2024) the western

of the two fields investigated is hereafter referred to as Area 1 and the eastern as Area 2.

Area 1

24 trenches were excavated. Trenches were excavated to a firm sandy clay, varying in colour from

yellow-brown to orange across the area, representing the natural geology of the site. This was

encountered between 0.35 and 0.82m below ground level.

Trenches 8-13 and trenches 19-20, 22 and 24 were placed to investigate weak geophysical anomalies

likely to relate to former ploughing regimes. Furrows were identified in trenches 8, 9, and 22, and a

recent land-drainage feature was noted in trench 20. An apparent linear feature was identified in

trench 19, which on investigation was considered to be geological. No features relating to the weak

geophysical anomalies were identified in trenches 10, 11, 12, 13 and 24.

Trenches 11 and 12, along with trenches 15 and 23, were placed to investigate a strong geophysical

anomaly probably relating to a former field boundary. Features corresponding to this anomaly were

observed in all four trenches: a linear feature containing ceramic building material and

early-nineteenth-century transfer ware was identified in trench 11; a continuation of this feature

was seen in trenches 15 and 23. A feature in trench 12, containing modern ferrous material and

interpreted as a pit, is likely to also relate to this anomaly, as are post-holes excavated in trench 15.

The pre-evaluation interpretation of this anomaly as a former field boundary is corroborated by

these results.

Trenches 9 and 18 were placed to investigate an area of weakly enhanced discrete geophysical

anomalies interpreted as a spread of colluvium. A furrow and an area of probable tree-disturbance

were noted in trench 9; no features or deposits were identified in trench 18.

Features of recent agricultural origin comprising furrows and field drains were present in trenches 1,

2, 4, 6, 7, 12, 14, and 17. No other features or deposits of archaeological interest were observed.

The results for each trench are summarised in Table 1 below.

Area 2



14 trenches were excavated; trenches 33, 34 and 35 were moved approximately 5m to the east to

avoid an area of standing water. Trenches were excavated to a firm mid-brownish yellow silty clay,

which was encountered between 0.3 and 0.59m below ground level.

Trench 26 was placed to investigate two weak geophysical anomalies of undetermined origin.

Nothing relating to these was observed in this trench.

Trenches 25, 27, 29 and 31 were placed to investigate a strong geophysical anomaly of undetermined

origin. This was visible in all four trenches as a distinct large, dark linear feature cutting the topsoil.

Where investigated this proved to contain modern tarmac aggregate; it is likely to be of very recent

origin.

Trench 32 was placed to investigate weak geophysical anomalies considered likely to relate to former

ploughing regimes. Nothing relating to these was observed in this trench.

Trenches 35 to 37 were placed to investigate a strong geophysical anomaly probably relating to a

former field boundary. Linear features corresponding to this anomaly were observed in all four

trenches. Pottery recovered from this feature in trench 35 is of early-mid C19th date. The

pre-evaluation interpretation of this anomaly as a former field boundary is corroborated by these

results.

Field drains were noted in trenches 25 and 28. No other features or deposits of archaeological

interest were observed.

The results for each trench are summarised in Table 2 below.

Material Recovered

Material recovered consisted of iron fragments of agricultural origin, including a horse shoe; ceramic

building material of probable C19th or C20th origin; fragments of fine earthenware of probable early

C19th origin; and vessel glass of probable C19th or C20th origin. Fragments of stone slabs were

noted in trenches 4 and 37 but were not recovered. Processing and assessment of recovered

material is anticipated to take place in early 2025 and the results of this will be incorporated into the

full report.

Trench Number Findings

1 Furrows

2 Possible furrows

3 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

4 Drainage feature



5 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

6 Drainage feature

7 Drainage feature

8 Furrows

9 Furrow and tree disturbance

10 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

11 Field boundary

12 Field boundary and drainage feature

13 Possible drainage feature

14 Furrows

15 Field boundary

16 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

17 Drainage feature

18 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

19 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

20 Drainage feature

21 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

22 Furrows

23 Field boundary

24 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

Table 1: trenches in Area 1

Trench Number Findings

25 Very recent linear feature and drainage feature

26 No archaeological features or deposits identified.



27 Very recent linear feature

28 Drainage feature

29 Very recent linear feature

30 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

31 Very recent linear feature

32 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

33 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

34 Field boundary

35 Field boundary

36 Field boundary

37 Field boundary

38 No archaeological features or deposits identified.

Table 2: trenches in Area 2

References:

Magnitude Surveys. 2024. Geophysical Survey Report of Station Road, Market Bosworth,

Leicestershire. Magnitude Surveys Unpublished Report. Magnitude Surveys Reference: MSSK1662
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Trench 38:

Figure:

Please note: apparent features in archaeologically blank features represent soil characteristics noted

on initial excavation which proved not to be archaeological in nature upon further investigation.
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Figure 02 - Site Plan
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