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An Archaeological Evaluation on Land at 11, Sapcote Road, Burbage,
Leicestershire LE10 2AS

Jamie Patrick

Summary

This report details the results of an archaeological evaluation carried out by
University of Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) at Nu 14, Sapcote Road,
Burbage, Leicestershire LE10 2AS. (NGR SP 44177 59). The work was
undertaken during July 15t 2025 work on behalf of Par. uilders in advance
of housing development.

Three trenches of variable length were exc edacross the The results
showed that the site was heavily disturbed with modern waste (complete/broken
bottles, pottery, and brick) probably infil rmer Mnd gravel quarry pit.
A small area of remaining natural sand geolo as sevealed to the south of the
site adjacent to the Bungalow. No archaeological features were identified.

remains of any. Significance the archive
roject. The Leicestershire Museums
ive will bﬁailable via OASIS.

ecord of the osited under the Oasis
ith the Archaeology Data Service.

Due to the absence of archaeol
X.A69.2025 has been deemed a
accession number has been retaine

The report and digita
number universil <535

Introduction

This documént
Burbage; Leicestershire LE10 2
(NPPF): Section 16 Enhancing and

rt on a programme of archaeological evaluation at 11, Sapcote Road,
accordance with National Planning Policy Framework
rving the Historic Environment (DLUHC 2024).

This work was.carried out niversity of Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) on behalf

of Paramoun ders.

Planning permiss
Sapcote Road, and
found., Planning Ref

Due to the archaeological potential, the Planning Archaeologist for Leicestershire as advisor
to Hinckley & Bosworth Council had requested archaeological evaluation to determine the
impact of the proposed scheme on any buried archaeological remains and, if necessary, to
provide a mitigation strategy for the development site.

Location, topography and geology

The town of Burbage lies in the District of Hinckley and Bosworth, immediately east of
Hinckley and around 21km (13 miles) south-west of Leicester, in the south-west corner of
Leicestershire. The proposed development area (PDA) lies on the northern side of Sapcote
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Road, close to the junction with Hinckley Road at the northern edge of the town (Figure 1).
The PDA is broadly rectangular and covers around 0.22ha. The land is mostly flat with a very
slight rise to the north-west, and lies at a height of around 114m aOD. The site is overgrown
with dense vegetation.

The British Geological Survey identifies the geology of the area as Mercia Mudstone Group
Mudstone, overlain by Wolston Sand and Gravel (BGS; https://www.bgs.ac.uk/map-
viewers/bgs-geology-viewer/ accessed 21/05/2025).

The Soilscape website indicates that the soils, will be slightly acid loamy and clayey soils with
impeded drainage (Soilscape 8 http://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/ accessed 15/09/2023).
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Figure 1: Site Location, within UK, county, and local.
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y
Figure 2: sed site plan (provided by client).

Historical and Archaeological Background

Prehistoric# R\

A Neolithic-Bronze Age'scraper w
in 1939 (MLE7560). The
burials. In"1950 two possi
which could man. Aq

Ty

at ‘Burbage Corner Sandpit’, 40m west of the PDA,
elded three Roman jars, maybe indicating cremation
s were noted and a quantity of brick and tile, some of
rn was also found on site (MLE2829).

Anglo-Saxon to

Burbage is mentione the Domesday Book as ‘Burbece’, suggesting an Anglo-Saxon origin
for Burbage or ‘Burbach’). The historic settlement core has been identified using early maps.
The PDA lies around 100m north of the northern edge of the historic core. Finds from the
medieval period include a late 15th century inscribed gold posy ring was found from rear of
54, The Meadows approximately 471m south-east of the PDA. Archaeological remains include
a linear hollow way, probably on the old course of the road from Burbage to Hinckley is
recorded 275m south-west of the site.

Post-medieval to modern

Immediately south of the site runs Sapcote Road, a former Turnpike Road, running from
Burbage to Narborough
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Aims and Objectives

The main aim of the investigation was to identity and record any archaeological remains and
provide evidence in order for the local planning authority to make informed
recommendations and to identify an appropriate mitigation strategy for the proposed
development.

The main objectives of the archaeological work were:

e Toidentify the presence/absence of any archaeological deposits.

e Tocharacterise the extent, date range, character, condition and significance of
any archaeological deposits to be affected by the ground works.

e To excavate and record archaeological deposits uncevered during the work.

e Torecover artefacts and ecofacts to aid in the d and\‘interpretation of any
archaeological deposits and features encoun

e Interpret the archaeology of the site withi
archaeological context.

e Toadvance understanding of the heritage assets and establishithe relationship

of any remains within the wider | cape. % 4

e To produce a report and archive of sult

gional, and national,

Research Objectives

The site had the potential to add to
Roman, periods, identified within th
Framework

h objectives mainly from the Pre-historic and
Midlands His?c Environment Research

https://researchframeWorkss/emherf/in ducing-th arch-agenda/

The presence of DAE prehistoric and Roman remains in the vicinity of the site indicates a
potential for archaeology relating to'these periods. Proximity to the site of a prehistoric
findspot and Rmi\ins, including possible burials, within the former sandpit that lay to
the westdof the PD ate a otential for further archaeology relating to the period.
Therefis therefore potential for ins that could contribute to the following Research
Objectives:

Neolithic to (c.4000—c.1150 cal BC):

3J Foster rele artefact studies
Roman (AD 43-c.410):
5D Support the application of scientific analysis to human remains

5H Investigate landscape contexts of rural settlements

Methodology

The fieldwork followed the procedures set out in the approved Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) for the project (ULAS 25-373).
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All work was carried out in accordance with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA)
Universal guidance for archaeological field evaluation (2023), Standard for Archaeological
field evaluation (2023) and Code of Conduct : professional ethics in archaeology (updated
2022) https://www.archaeologists.net/codes/cifa. Accession Number X.A69.2025 was used
to identify all records and artefacts.

Fieldwork was carried out by ULAS during July 1%t 2025 and was followed by post-excavation
and reporting.

The project involved the excavation of 1x 25m and 2x 15m long trenches across the
development site using a ten-tonne tracked 360 excavator with a 1.80m ditching bucket
(Figure 3). There was limited machine access next to the existing bungalow. Consequently
Trench 2 had to be altered slightly to enable the machine to exitsthe site. Dense vegetation
was first removed by the excavator in order to detect hidden s s using a cat-scanner, and
enable easier plotting in of the trenches (Figure 4).
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Figure 3: Trench Plan
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Monitoring

Internal monitoring pr,
project targets wer

No monitoring visits we

with PIannlw&oglst
Results/
Table 1: Trench statistics

Min. Max. Length of | Width of
Trench Orientation Depth Depth Trench Trench Comments
1 NW-SE 0.60 1.70 26 1.8 No archaeology present. Truncated. No natural
2 NW-SE 0.60 1.60 13 1.8 No archaeology present. Truncated. No natural
3 N-S 0.70 1.10 15 1.8 No archaeology present. Truncated.

Excavation of the three trenches revealed extensive disturbance across the site. The topsoil
consisted of a dark brownish grey, loose sandy silt containing small to large stones, modern
pottery, brick fragments, and glass. This layer varied in thickness between 0.20m and 0.60m
and accumulated within hollows in the underlying deposits.
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No subsoil was identified. Instead, the topsoil directly overlay modern made ground and infill
deposits. These comprised mid orangish grey loose re-deposited sands and gravels heavily
intermixed with landfill material, including glass bottles, modern pottery, brick, tile, some
rubble and slag fragments (Figure 5).

A sondage excavated through this deposit within Trench 1, reached a depth of 1.70m in. Due
to the unstable nature of the ground, further excavation was not undertaken. It was
concluded that any earlier archaeological remains would likely have been destroyed by this
extensive modern feature.

Figure 5: Trench 1. Top: plan of trench and modern deposits. Looking SE
Bottom: Trench section and modern disturbance Looking NE
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The modern disturbance continued to the south and was visible in both Trenches 2 and 3. In
Trench 3 the modern deposits were thinner, indicating the edge of the quarry pit.

The natural sub-stratum was only encountered at the southern end of trench 3 parallel with
the northern elevation of the bungalow. Although there was still some minor disturbance
visible, the natural deposits comprised of a light orangish brown loose fine- medium grain
sand with patches of red clay.

Figure 6: Trench 2. Looking NW at the modern quarry pit infill.

Figure 7: Trench 3. Looking NW at the possible edge of the quarry pit.
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Discussion

A programme of archaeological trenching evaluation was undertaken by ULAS at Sapcote
Road, Burbage in July 2025. This comprised three trenches excavated across the site in
advance of proposed residential development. The exercise proved negative for
archaeological remains.

The evaluation confirmed that the site had been entirely truncated and subsequently infilled
with modern waste material. Natural substrata was only visible at the southern extent of the
site in close proximity to the existing bungalow.

The evidence suggests that the site has been previously subject to sand and gravel extraction,
possibly associated with the former ‘Burbage Corner sandpit’ locateéd,approximately 40m to
the west. The backfill included domestic rubbish comprising chi of modern pottery with
whole and broken bottles. The bottles were predominantly ith no embossed bottles
of local origin. Some still displayed remains of bottle tra h these were in poor
condition.

Overall, the results did not contribute to the specifiéd research agenda o

Archive & Publication

In line with the guidance outlined in ‘Leicestershire Transfer of Archaeological Archives to
Leicestershire County Council Museum,Collections (2024, 22)and the CIfA Toolkit for selecting
archaeological archives, as the site w tive, the on-sitendata recorded by hand and
digitised in post excavation along with .t levant selecte otographic records are
presented within the report (see Appendices 1 & 2) r thanmsited as digital files with
the ADS.

The online OASIS dat ntry en completed detailing the results of the project and the
report will be gltaIIy ssible through The Archaeological Data Service
(www.archaeologydataserwce ac.uk) with universil-535363 as the identifier.

A summary o ﬂt{ will appear in due course in the Transactions of the Leicestershire
Archaeolegical an ical So
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Appendix 1: Photos Index

Shot no. | Details Scale Looking
1 Preparation of Trench | - North
1

2 Excavation of Trench 3 | - North

3 Post-exc. Trench 1 im South-east
4 Post-exc. Trench 1 im North-west
5 Post-exc. Trench 2 im North-west
6 Sondage Trench 1 im South-west

11
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Appendix 2: Photos

Photo 2

12



Archaeological Evaluation: Sapcote Road, Burbage X.A69.2025

Photo 4
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Photo 6
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Appendix 3: Trench recording sheets
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ULAS Trench Recording Sheet
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