
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ARBORICULTURAL 
METHOD STATEMENT 

 
 

Client  

H & H Homes (Midlands) Ltd  

Project  

236 Ashby Road 

Hinckley  

Date 

August 2025 

 



236 Ashby Road, Hinckley – Arboricultural Method Statement 
 

L:\13000\13030\ARB\AMS\13030 AMS.docx  0 

 

CONTENTS 

1.0 INTRODUCTION .............................................................................................................................................. 2 

2.0 OVERVIEW OF TREES ON SITE ................................................................................................................... 3 

3.0 ARBORICULTURAL IMPACTS ...................................................................................................................... 4 

4.0 ARBORICULTURAL METHOD STATEMENT ............................................................................................ 5 

5.0 INITIAL SITE MEETING / TOOLBOX TALK ............................................................................................... 6 

6.0 TREE WORKS ................................................................................................................................................... 7 

7.0 TREE PROTECTION ........................................................................................................................................ 7 

8.0 INSTALLATION OF SERVICES ..................................................................................................................... 8 

9.0 GENERAL TREE PROTECTION MEASURES ............................................................................................. 9 

10.0 TREE MANAGEMENT .................................................................................................................................... 9 

 

TABLES 

Table 1: Timeline of Tree Protection 

Table 2: Tree Works  

 

FIGURES 

Figure 1 - Specification for Standard Tree Protection Fencing 

 

PLANS 

Tree Protection Plan (13030-T-01) 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix A: Tree Schedule 

Appendix B: Tree Protection Signage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



236 Ashby Road, Hinckley – Arboricultural Method Statement 
 

L:\13000\13030\ARB\AMS\13030 AMS.docx  1 

 

 
 

Rev Issue Status Prepared/Date Approved/Date 

- Final TCB / 04.11.24 HR / 04.11.24 

A Final TCB / 26.08.25 HR / 26.08.25 

    

    



236 Ashby Road, Hinckley – Arboricultural Method Statement 
 

L:\13000\13030\ARB\AMS\13030 AMS.docx  2 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) has been prepared by FPCR Environment and 

Design Limited on behalf of H & H Homes (Midlands) Ltd to provide the methods of protection 

for retained trees at 236 Ashby Road, Hinckley (hereafter referred to as ‘the site’).   

1.2 This AMS details the methodology by which the construction operation will be carried out, 

whilst safeguard trees in a satisfactory condition during the proposed works. This method 

statement sets out a definitive account for the treatment of retained trees during the 

construction operation. 

Planning Consent 

1.3 A planning application for the erection of two new bungalows to the rear of the property at 236 

Ashby Road, Hinckley LE10 1SW, was granted at appeal (Planning Reference: 

APP/K2420/W/21/3288892 on 15 September 2022. 

1.4 FPCR have not undertaken an assessment of the trees and have used the Wharton 

Arboricultural Assessment dated February 2021. Tree numbers within this report are 

unchanged from this assessment for consistency and a copy of the Wharton, Tree Schedule has 

been appended to this report for reference (Appendix A - Wharton Tree Survey Schedule).  

1.5 This AMS has been provided to discharge Conditions 5 & 6 of the planning consent granted, as 

detailed below. 

Condition 5: 

Before any development commences on the site, including site works of any description, a final 

Tree Protection Plan, Exclusion Zone and detailed method statement shall be prepared by a 

suitably qualified arboriculturist shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the local 

planning authority. The plan shall include protective barriers to form a secure construction 

exclusion zone and root protection area in accordance with British Standard 5837:2012 Trees in 

relation to design, any trenches for services are required within the fenced-off areas, they shall 

be excavated and back-filled by hand and any tree roots or clumps of roots encountered with 

a diameter of 25cm or more shall be left un-severed. The development shall be implemented in 

accordance with the approved Tree Protection Plan. 

Condition 6: 

No development shall take place until the ProtectaWeb System as identified in Appendix 4 of 

the Arboricultural Impact Assessment by Wharton dated 22nd February 2021 is installed in 

accordance with the approved details and shall be maintained as such so long as the 

development remains.  

1.6 This AMS sets out the methodology for all works on site, that affect trees. Compliance with this 

AMS, once approved by the Local Planning Authorities (LPA) will be a requirement of all relevant 

contractors associated with the development. 

Considerations and Limitations  

1.7 This Method Statement is concerned solely with arboricultural issues related to the site 

referenced only. 
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1.8 Any changes in ground level, or excavations near to tree roots not detailed within this AMS has 

the potential of adversely affecting the stability and physical condition of the retained trees 

and as such, in advance of any operations not detailed in this Method Statement and in any 

instance where full compliance cannot be guaranteed. The project arboricultural consultant 

should be contacted immediately, and further examinations would be required.  

 

2.0 OVERVIEW OF TREES ON SITE  

2.1 The application (21/00130/FUL) was submitted with an Arboricultural Assessment produced by 

Wharton Natural Infrastructure Consultants dated February 2021.  

2.2 FPCR Environment and Design have not undertook a new assessment of the site in accordance 

with the guidance contained within British Standard 5837:2012 ‘Trees in Relation to Design, 

Demolition and Construction - Recommendations' (hereafter referred to as BS5837).  

2.3 Appendix A presents details of all the individual trees and groups recorded by the Wharton 

assessment including heights, diameters at 1.5m from ground level, crown spread (given as a 

radial measurement from the stem), age class, comments as to the overall condition at the time 

of inspection, BS5837 category of quality and suitability for retention and the root protection 

area. 

2.4 The individual positions of trees and groups have been shown on the Tree Protection Plan 

(13030-T-01). The positions of trees are based on a topographical / land survey, as far as 

possible, supplied by the client. Where topographical information has not identified the position 

of trees these have been plotted using a global positioning system and aerial photography to 

provide approximate locations. The crown spread and root protection area (RPA) are also 

indicated on this plan. 

Statutory Considerations 

2.5 Local authorities reserve the right to create Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) to protect specific 

trees and woodlands in the interests of preserving the amenity value of a particular site or 

location. A TPO prohibits cutting down, topping, lopping uprooting or wilful damage caused to 

trees covered by the TPO and such actions, if carried out without the prior written consent of 

the acting LPA. 

2.6 No direct consultation with the Local Planning Authority has taken place, however, it is 

understood having used the online search facility on the website for the Local Planning 

Authority, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council that there are no Tree Preservation Orders 

and Conservation Areas that would apply to any trees present on, or in close proximity to the 

assessment site and therefore no statutory constraints would apply to the development in 

respect of trees. Before any tree works are undertaken confirmation of the online information 

should be sought from the Local Authority.  

2.7 Information provided on Tree Preservation Orders and Conservation Areas is accurate to the 

date of this assessment and cannot be assumed to remain unchanged. The last check was 

carried out on the 4th November 2024. 



236 Ashby Road, Hinckley – Arboricultural Method Statement 
 

L:\13000\13030\ARB\AMS\13030 AMS.docx  4 

 

3.0 ARBORICULTURAL IMPACTS 

3.1 As part of this AMS, a Tree Protection Plan (13030-T-01) has been prepared to show the 

proposed layout in relation to the existing tree cover, allowing for an assessment of any 

potential conflicts.  

3.2 The impact to trees is largely as detailed within the Arboricultural Assessment produced by 

Wharton for the approved application. 

3.3 The only additional arboricultural impacts are those associated by the proposed installation of 

the ProtectaWeb System.   

3.4 Due to the presence of existing hard surfaces and substrate, forming the existing driveway and 

foundation of a garage, the installation of an engineered, above ground cellular system is not 

deemed necessary. Calculated root protection areas of trees situated along the boundary will 

only be minimally encroached upon. The existing ground conditions are considered to be hostile 

to rooting material which will have limited growth within. The existing surface is to be utilised 

for construction access with a new driveway being constructed towards the end of the 

development. 

3.5 Works associated with the construction of a new driveway is not considered to pose a 

significant impact to the retained trees and therefore the use of the ProtectaWeb System is not 

considered to be necessary. 
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4.0 ARBORICULTURAL METHOD STATEMENT 

4.1 This AMS sets out the methodology for all proposed works that affect trees on the site. 

Compliance with this AMS, once approved by the Local Planning Authorities (LPA) Arboricultural 

Officer, will be a requirement of all relevant contractors associated with the development 

proposals. 

Appointment of Arboricultural Clerk of Works (ACoW) 

4.2 The appointment of an ACoW prior to starting any construction works, implementing tree 

surgery and erection of tree protection fencing, shall be a requirement of this AMS.  

4.3 The Site Manager / Project Manager will be responsible for appointing an ACoW and contacting 

them in any instance where full compliance cannot be guaranteed i.e. where construction 

works within areas fenced off to protect trees may be required.  

Tree Protection Timeline 

4.4 The following table sets out the proposed timeline for Tree Protection measures along with Key 

Appointment, Supervision and Monitoring Stages of the ACoW.  

Table 1: Timeline of Tree Protection  

Timetable Actions Arboricultural Clerk of Works (ACoW) 
requirements  

Pre-commencement 
site meeting 
 

Pre-commencement site 
meeting prior to the start of 
works on site.  

Site meeting / Tool box talk by ACoW 
(refer to Section 5) 
 

Prior to construction 
operations 

Erect tree protection fencing 
and install ground protection as 
detailed on Tree Protection Plan 
(Drawing no. 13030-T-01)  

Fencing positions and ground 
protection to be marked out and 
pegged (where applicable) by the 
ACoW to ensure that all fencing and 
ground protection is installed in the 
correct positions (refer to Section 7) 

Commence Construction Works 

Construction Works Complete 

Following completion 
of all construction 
operations  

Removal of Tree Protective 
Fencing  

ACoW to check if all Tree Protective 
Fencing has been removed and in 
doing so no damage has occurred to 
retained trees. 
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Key Appointment, Supervision and Monitoring Stages of the ACoW 

4.5 The following stages of supervision shall be required: 

• Pre-commencement site meeting and Tool box talk to be carried out. 

• Walking the site with the Site Manager / Fencing Contractor to measure out the locations of 

the fencing (pre-commencement meeting) 

• ACoW to sign off the Tree Protection measures prior to works starting on site (to follow pre-

commencement meeting) 

• Monthly visits to inspect the tree protection fencing and compliance with the AMS.  

• Following the completion of construction works and in agreement with the ACoW, the Tree 

Protection Fencing will be removed. 

 

5.0 INITIAL SITE MEETING / TOOLBOX TALK 

5.1 An initial site meeting prior to starting any works and erection of tree protection fencing, shall 

be a requirement of this AMS. At the meeting the Site Manager and ACoW will discuss the 

methodology and various tree protection measures to be implemented subject to approval by 

the LPA. 

5.2 A toolbox talk will also be given to the Site Manager and any on site operatives on the day of 

the meeting. The purpose of this toolbox talk will be to inform the Site Manager and Operatives 

of how to protect all retained trees. The toolbox talk shall then be repeated by the Site Manager 

when new external trades / contractors commence work on site. 

5.3 The toolbox talk shall focus on informing contractors on the following topics: 

• The protection of trees is a requirement of planning approval and failure to comply could 

result in in stop notices being applied or fines; 

• How trees can be harmed on development sites; 

• How the trees on this site will be protected by tree protection fencing; 

• Discussion on particular methods of working near the trees as outlined in this Method 

Statement; 

5.4 Evidence of the toolbox being carried out shall be collected. This evidence can be viewed at any 

time by the ACoW and shared with both the client and the LPA upon request.  

5.5 The ACoW will also periodically verify compliance with this AMS and sign-off elements of the 

work as various stages of the development commence. This shall be recorded using an online 

form which the ACoW can share with the client and LPA.  

5.6 Any other arboricultural matters arising which are unforeseen will need to be discussed with 

the ACoW during these visits to decide the most appropriate course of action. After each site 

visit a short report/record will be compiled which will be sent to the client and local authority 

upon request as a record of evidence.   
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6.0 TREE WORKS 

6.1 The trees to be pruned to facilitate the development will be identified up by the ACoW during 

the pre-commencement site meeting and, where required, with the tree surgeon present.  

6.2 The Site Manager and tree surgery contractor must ensure that any necessary consent has 

been received from the local authority and that no protected species are harmed whilst 

carrying out site clearance.  

6.3 All agreed tree works will need to be undertaken prior to the main construction activities 

commencing and so that tree protection fencing can be erected in the positions demonstrated 

on the Tree Protection Plan.  

6.4 All vegetation and, particularly, woody vegetation proposed for clearance should be removed 

outside of the bird-breeding season (March - September inclusive) as all birds are protected 

under the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended) whilst on the nest. Where this is not 

possible, vegetation should be checked for the presence of nesting birds prior to removal by an 

experienced ecologist. 

Pruning Works 

6.5 The table below outlines all the required works to retained trees.  

Table 2: Tree Works  

Tree/Group 
Number  

Proposed Works Afforded Protection 
by TPO 

G3, G5, G9, 
G15 

Cut back crowns to boundary 
 

No 

 

7.0 TREE PROTECTION 

7.1 Tree Protection Fencing will be installed as detailed in the Tree Protection Plan (13030-T-01). 

Fencing should be installed using the dimensions indicated on the plan at, where possible, the 

extent of the root protection areas of retained trees. 

7.2 The positioning of the Tree Protective Fencing shall be measured out with assistance from the 

ACoW and, where deemed necessary, with the Site Manager present. Highly visible fluorescent 

paint and / or marker pegs / stakes will be used to assist in identification.  

7.3 The fencing will be strong and suitable for the location, type and proximity of construction 

activity and prevent access of machinery, plant or operative beyond the area required for 

construction operations.  

7.4 This is identified on the Tree Protection Plans (13030-T-01), as a solid magenta line and will 

comprise Heras Fence Panels supported by rubberised stabiliser blocks with a base plate which 

is secured to the ground using ground pins, as shown in Figure 1 below.  
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Figure 1 – Specification for Tree Protection Fencing 

Removal of Tree Protection Measures  

7.5 Following the completion of construction works and in agreement with the ACoW the Tree 

Protection Fencing will be removed carefully as to avoid causing root disturbance or leaving in 

situ any lengths of scaffold framework. This operation can be carried out prior to soft 

landscaping works such as new planting, mulching grass sowing etc. 

 

8.0 INSTALLATION OF SERVICES 

8.1 The installation of any underground services will be within the RPA of retained trees, and as 

recommended by the guidance given in section 7.7 of BS5837 and NJUG Volume 4 precautions 

should be taken to minimise damage to the root systems of these retained trees. 

8.2 The installation of services should be supervised by the appointed ACoW. Any excavation must 

be carried out using hand tools only. 

8.3 The installation of services outside of RPA’s can be installed using standard trench techniques, 

where there is no risk to retained trees. 
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9.0 GENERAL TREE PROTECTION MEASURES 

9.1 This section details non-specific precautionary measures to be applied at all times. 

9.2 No trees will be removed or pruned during construction other than those detailed within this 

method statement. Any proposed deviation from the tree removal and retention presented in 

this document must be discussed with the ACoW prior to implementation.  

9.3 No Root Protection Areas will be affected by excavation works, storage of materials, plant or 

machine access, other than as described by this Method Statement. 

9.4 No materials or soils are to be stored within the Root Protection Area of the retained trees. 

9.5 Oil, bitumen, cement or other material that is potentially injurious to trees will not be stacked 

or discharged within 10m of a tree stem.  No concrete mixing will be done within 10m of a tree. 

Allowance will be made for the slope of ground to prevent materials running towards the tree. 

9.6 Wide or tall loads etc. should not come into contact with retained trees. Banks man should 

supervise transit of vehicles where they are in proximity to retained trees. 

9.7 No fires will be lit where flames are anticipated to extend to within 5m of tree foliage, branches 

or trunk, taking into consideration wind direction and size of fire.  

9.8 Notice boards, telephone cables or other services will not be attached to any part of a retained 

tree.  

 

10.0 TREE MANAGEMENT 

10.1 Landowners responsible for trees; especially those within the public domain, have a legal ‘duty 

of care’ to ensure that visitors and neighbours of their land are reasonably safe and that nobody 

comes to harm or injury, by his or her negligence, through taking measures to ensure that risks 

are reduced as far as is 'reasonably practicable' (The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974).  

10.2 To ensure that risks are reduced as far as is 'reasonably practicable' it will be necessary that 

upon completion of the construction phase, a review of the relationship between retained trees 

and the new development should be undertaken by a qualified arboriculturist to assess the 

retained tree cover and prepare a schedule of tree works.  

10.3 The Occupiers Liability Act (1957 and 1984) also places a ‘duty of care’ to ensure that no 

reasonably foreseeable harm takes place due to tree defects. That duty of care should be 

reasonable, proportionate, and reasonably practicable when managing the risk1.  

10.4 It is currently expected that a suitably qualified Arboriculturalist or tree surveyor should 

inspect trees with an appropriate level of regularity. The purpose of the inspections is to 

determine whether a tree could foreseeably cause harm by virtue of its size and physical 

condition.   

 
1 The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 
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NOTES: This sign is the property of FPCR Environment and Design ltd and is issued on the condition it is not reproduced, retained or disclosed to any unauthorised person, either wholly or in part with written consent of FPCR Environment and Design Ltd.

The following points are to be

considered at all times:

1. Protective fencing has been

installed at the extent of the

calculated root protection area

(RPA) - DO NOT USE OR ACCESS

the ground within the fenced

area. This is particularly the case

for placement of site offices,

stockpiles of soil or fuel and

material storage, storing

machinery or parking vehicles,

debris or building materials or

fires.

2. AVOID excavations, changes in

ground levels or tracking

machinery within the fenced area

at ALL TIMES. These activities can

seriously compromise the long

term survival of trees due to the

impact on a trees roots.

3. REPORT any instances where

the fencing has been removed,

repositioned, damaged or is not

fit for purpose to the Site

Manager. This shall help the Site

Manager to ensure that the

fencing is maintained throughout

the construction process. It will

also reduce the risk of any staff

and contractors accidentally and

inadvertently causing damage to

trees as a result.

Retained trees are protected by

planning law and reckless

damage or non consented tree

removal could result in the

serving of a stop notice or

enforement by the LPA
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