
Survey Cover Sheet
Survey date/s 18/03/2026 and 29/03/2026 Site name or location Wood Lane, CV9 3QB

Weather conditions Dry, 1/8 oktas, light breeze, 19
degrees (18/03/2026. Dry 2/8
oktas, light breeze, 24 degrees.

Project or development
name

Wood Lane

Surveyor name Evie Rice QCIEEM On-site or off-site On-site

Survey reference 2600138PAB Reason for assessment
(if not baseline condition
survey)

Notes



Site or
location

Condition
sheets

Total number of
condition
sheets used, or
habitat parcels

Number of parcels of each condition
achieved

Notes

Good Fairly
Good

Moderate Fairly
Poor

Poor

Coastal

Coastal lagoons

Coastal
saltmarsh

Ditches

Grassland low
distinctiveness

Grassland
medium, high,
very high
distinctiveness

1 1

Heathland



Hedgerow

Individual trees 4 2 2

Intertidal
biogenic reefs

Intertidal hard
structures

Intertidal
seagrass

Intertidal
sediment

Lakes



Limestone
pavement

Line of trees 1 1

Orchard

Ponds

Rocky shore

Scrub

Sparsely
vegetated land



Urban 2 1 1

Wetland

Woodland 1 1

Wood-pasture
and parkland











Condition Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (low distinctiveness)
UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) Habitat Type
Grassland - Modified grassland

On-site or off-site, site name and
location

On-site. Wood Lane, CV9 3QB.
Survey date and Surveyor
name

18/03/2026. Evie Rice.

Limitations (if applicable)

Habitat condition assessment was undertaken in March, which is a
suboptimal time to assess some ground flora species.Following
comments from the LPA regarding the sub-optimal time of year the
survey was undertaken, an updated site visit was undertaken on 29th
September 2026 covering additional quadrats.

Survey reference (if
relating to a wider survey)

2600138PAB

Grid reference
SK32540679

Habitat parcel reference
TN5 (from September 2026) Now
changed to g3c - Other Neutral
Grassland

Habitat Description
g4 – Grassland – ModifiedGrassland, 0.1973 ha, TN5 | Grassland extends southwards from the eastern boundary of B2, rising to an area of higher ground characterised by a
moderately steep slope leading to a flatter plateau that supports a greater diversity of grassland species. The grassland is unmanaged and appears to be undergoing natural
colonisation following previous development activities. The sward is variable in height, comprising a mosaic of short to tall grasses interspersed with scattered tall ruderal species.
Areas of tussocky and flattened vegetation are present, indicating seasonal dieback and limited recent management. Disturbance is evident throughout, with rubble and debris
distributed across the grassland and localised patches of bare ground associated with historic ground disturbance. Species richness is relatively high for g4, averaging approximately 8
species per square metre. Several flowering species of value to invertebrates are present, including white clover, creeping buttercup, square-stalked willowherb, mugwort, hedge
woundwort, dandelion, creeping thistle, and dove ’s-foot crane ’s-bill.
ukhab – UK Habitat Classification

Condition Assessment Criteria
Criterion passed (Yes or
No)

Notes (such as justification)

A

There are 6-8 vascular plant species per m2 present, including at least 2 forbs (these may include those
listed in Footnote 1). Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or Good condition.

Where the vascular plant species present are characteristic of medium, high or very high distinctiveness
grassland, or there are 9 or more of these characteristic species per m2 (excluding those listed in Footnote
1), please review the full UKHab description to assess whether the grassland should instead be classified as
a higher distinctiveness grassland. Where a grassland is classed as medium, high, or very high
distinctiveness, please use the relevant condition sheet.

Yes

B
Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is more than 7 cm)
creating microclimates which provide opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates to live and breed.

Yes

C

Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total grassland area. (Some scattered scrub such as
bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. may be present).

Note - patches of scrub with continuous (more than 90%) cover should be classified as the relevant scrub
habitat type.

Yes

D
Physical damage is evident in less than 5% of total grassland area. Examples of physical damage include
excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused by high levels of access, or any
other damaging management activities.

No Disturbance is evident throughout, with
rubble and debris distributed across the
grassland.

E 
Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a concentration of
rabbit warrens)2.

No Bare ground present. Just over 10%,
approx 15%.

F Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20%.

Yes

G There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species3 (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA4).

Yes

Essential criterion achieved (Yes or No) Yes

Number of criteria passed 5

Condition Assessment Result (out of 7
criteria)

Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved ×/✓

Passes 6 or 7 criteria including passing
essential criterion A

Good (3)

https://ukhab.org/


Passes 4 or 5 criteria including passing
essential criterion A

Moderate (2)
2

Passes 3 or fewer criteria;
OR
Passes 4 - 6 criteria (excluding criterion
A)

Poor (1)

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score

Footnotes

Footnote 1 – Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense, spear thistle Cirsium vulgare, curled dock Rumex crispus, broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius, common nettle Urtica dioica, creeping
buttercup Ranunculus repens, greater plantain Plantago major, white clover Trifolium repens and cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris.

Footnote 2 – For example, this could include small, scattered areas of bare ground allowing establishment of new species, or localised patches where not exceeding 10% cover.

Footnote 3 – Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accordingly, applying a buffer zone
around the invasive non-native species with a size relative to its risk of spread into adjacent habitat, using professional judgement.

Footnote 4 – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).
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Condition Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (medium, high and very high distinctiveness)
UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) Habitat Types
Grassland - Lowland calcareous grassland
Grassland - Lowland dry acid grassland
Grassland - Lowland meadows
Grassland - Other lowland acid grassland
Grassland - Other neutral grassland
Grassland - Tall herb communities (H6430) [Not to be confused with the Tall forbs secondary code – see UKHab guidance for details.]
Grassland - Upland acid grassland
Grassland - Upland calcareous grassland
Grassland - Upland hay meadows
Sparsely vegetated land - Calaminarian grassland

On-site or off-site, site name and
location

On-site.Wood Lane, CV9 3QB. Survey date and
Surveyor name

29/09/2026. Evie Rice.

Limitations (if applicable)
Survey reference (if
relating to a wider
survey)

2600138PAB

Grid reference
SK32540679 Habitat parcel

reference

Now changed to g3c - Other
Neutral Grassland from March
2026 Modified Grassland

Habitat Description
G3c – Other Neutral Grassland, 0.2180 ha, Poor Condition, Medium Distinctiveness, TN5 |

The grassland has been reclassified as g3c – Other Neutral Grassland following the updated survey. The sward supported an average species richness of
approximately nine species per m². Sward height was variable, ranging from approximately 5 cm to 1 m.

Evidence of disturbance remains present within the grassland, including localised areas of litter and dumped materials. However, areas of bare ground were
limited and did not exceed 5% of the habitat.

The extent of TN5 has increased from 0.2087 ha to 0.2180 ha since the previous survey. This increase is attributable to areas previously classified as sparsely
vegetated land (TN3), immediately to the north and east of B1, which have subsequently established as grassland. These areas now support a species
composition consistent with the adjoining TN5 grassland and have therefore been incorporated into this habitat parcel.

ukhab – UK Habitat Classification

Condition Assessment Criteria
Criterion passed (Yes
or No)

Notes (such as justification)

A

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type, with a consistently high proportion of
characteristic indicator species present relevant to the specific habitat type (and relative to
Footnote 3 suboptimal species which may be listed in the UKHab description).1

Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or Good condition for non-acid
grassland types only.

No

B
Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is more than 7
cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for insects, birds and small mammals to
live and breed.

Yes

C
Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 5%, including localised areas, for example, rabbit
warrens2.

Yes

D
Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20% and cover of scrub (including bramble
Rubus fruticosus agg.) is less than 5%.

Yes

E

Combined cover of species indicative of suboptimal condition3 and physical damage (such as
excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, damaging levels of access, or any
other damaging management activities) accounts for less than 5% of total area.

If any invasive non-native plant species4 (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA5) are present, this
criterion is automatically failed.

No Borad-leaved dock, common
nettle, spear thistle, creeping
thistle, white clover.

https://ukhab.org/


Additional Criterion - must be assessed for all non-acid grassland types

F

There are 10 or more vascular plant species per m2 present, including forbs that are characteristic
of the habitat type (species referenced in Footnote 3 and 5 cannot contribute towards this
count).

Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Good condition for non-acid grassland types only.

Essential criterion for Good condition achieved (for non-acid grassland)
 (Yes or No)

No

Number of criteria passed 3

Condition Assessment Result Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved ×/✓

Acid grassland types (Result out of 5 criteria)

Passes 5 criteria Good (3)

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

Non-acid grassland types (Result out of 6 criteria)
Passes 5 or 6 criteria, including
essential criterion A and additional
criterion F.

Good (3)

Passes 3 - 5 criteria, including
essential criterion A.

Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or fewer criteria;
OR
Passes 3 or 4 criteria excluding
criterion A and F.

Poor (1)

1

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score

Notes

Footnote 1 - Professional judgement should be used alongside the UKHab description.

Footnote 2 – For example, this could include small, scattered areas of bare ground allowing for plant colonisation, or localised patches not exceeding 5% cover.

Footnote 3 - Species indicative of suboptimal condition for this habitat type include: creeping thistle Cirsium arvense, spear thistle Cirsium vulgare, curled dock
Rumex crispus, broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius, common nettle Urtica dioica, creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, greater plantain Plantago major,
white clover Trifolium repens and cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris. There may be additional relevant species local to the region and or site.

Footnote 4 – Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accordingly,
applying a buffer zone around the invasive non-native species with a size relative to its risk of spread into adjacent habitat, by applying professional judgement.

Footnote 5 – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).
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Condition Sheet: INDIVIDUAL TREES Habitat Type
Habitat Types

Individual trees – Urban trees
Individual trees – Rural trees
Complete a condition sheet for each tree or block of trees.

Please see the separate Line of trees condition sheet for a line of rural trees. You should only use the Line of trees condition assessment and record that habitat type in rural locations.

Habitat Description
31 – Individual Tree – Urban Tree, T1 |An ash tree in the ‘small’ size class within bramble scrub adjacent to B1.
31 – Individual Tree – Urban Tree, T2 | An ash tree in the ‘small’ size class adjacent to the south elevation of B1.
31 – Individual Tree – Urban Tree, T3 | A field elm in the ‘medium’ size class adjacent to the south elevation of B1.
31 – Individual Tree – urban Tree, T4 | A field elm in the ‘medium’ size class south of B1 with canopy extending into residential gardens south of the site.Individual trees (description applied to the urban or rural environment):
Young trees over 7.5 cm in diameter at breast height whose canopies are not touching.

Urban Perimeter / Linear Blocks and Groups (description applied to the urban environment only):
Groups or stands of trees (size requirement as defined above) within and around the perimeter of urban land. This includes those along urban streets, highways, railways and canals, and
also former field boundary trees incorporated into developments. Canopies should predominantly overlap continuously. Groups of urban trees that don’t match the descriptions for
woodland may be assessed within this category.

On-site or off-site, site name
and location

On-site. Wood Lane, CV9 3QB. Survey date and
Surveyor name

18/03/2026. Evie Rice.

Survey reference
(if relating to a
wider survey)

2600138PAB

Limitations (if applicable)

Habitat condition assessment was undertaken in
March, which is a suboptimal time to assess
some ground flora species.

Habitat parcel reference
T1 T2 T3 T4

Grid reference

Condition Assessment Criteria

SK32
5406
79

SK32
5406
79

SK32
5406
79

SK32
49067
9

Criterion passed (Yes or No)
Notes (such as
justification)

A The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are native species).

Yes Yes Yes Yes

B
The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover making
up <10% of total area and no individual gap being >5 m wide (individual trees
automatically pass this criterion).

Yes Yes Yes Yes

C The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are mature)1.

No No Yes Yes

D

There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human
activities (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural activity). And
there is no current regular pruning regime, so the trees retain >75% of expected
canopy for their age range and height.

Yes Yes Yes Yes

E
Natural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, such as
presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.

No Yes Yes Yes

F More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation beneath.

No No Yes Yes

Number of criteria passed 3 4 6 6

Condition Assessment Result
(out of 6 criteria)

Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved ×/✓

Passes 5 or 6 criteria Good (3) 3 3

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) 2 2

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)



Note that ‘Fairly Good and Fairly Poor’ condition categories are not available for this broad habitat type.

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score2

Footnotes
Footnote 1 - See gov.uk standing advice on ancient and veteran trees. Available from: 
Keepers of time: ancient and native woodland and trees policy in England (publishing.service.gov.uk)
and:
Ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees: advice for making planning decisions - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Footnote 2 - Enhancement of this habitat type is only possible by improving the habitat so that it meets all Criteria B, D and F. It is not possible or appropriate to enhance individual tree/s
through meeting just one or two of those Criteria, nor by meeting Criteria A, C or E.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1079036/Keepers_of_time_woodlands_and_trees_policy_England.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-ancient-trees-and-veteran-trees-advice-for-making-planning-decisions
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Condition Sheet: LINE OF TREES Habitat Type
Habitat Types
Line of trees
Line of trees – associated with bank or ditch
Ecologically valuable line of trees
Ecologically valuable line of trees – associated with bank or ditch

Please see the separate Individual trees condition sheet for linear blocks and groups of trees in an urban setting. You should only use this Line of trees condition
assessment and record this habitat type in rural locations.
Habitat Description
33 – Line of Trees, 0.07 km, L1 | Immediately west of the access track, a narrow line of trees is present, dominated by sycamore with rare occurrences of cedar,
averaging approximately 2 m in width. Tree trunks are heavily colonised by ivy. The understory (TN2) is sparse, with the ground layer largely comprising leaf litter,
deadwood, and scattered debris, including construction materials and general litter.

See the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide.
This assessment is based on the Hedgerow Survey Handbook1. For further clarifications please refer to the Handbook.
Where ancient and veteran trees are present within the line of trees, see Footnote 2 for standing advice.

On-site or off-site, site name and location
On-site. Wood Lane. CV9 3QB. Survey date and Surveyor

name

18/03/2026. Evie Rice.

Limitations (if applicable)
Habitat condition assessment was undertaken in
March, which is a suboptimal time to assess some
ground flora species.

Survey reference (if relating
to a wider survey)

2600138PAB

Grid reference
 SK32540679

Habitat parcel reference
L1

Condition Assessment Criteria Criterion passed (Yes or No) Notes (such as justification)

A At least 70% of trees are native species.
Yes

B
Tree canopy is predominantly continuous with gaps in canopy cover making up <10% of
total area and no individual gap being >5 m wide.

Yes

C
One or more trees has veteran features and or natural ecological niches for vertebrates
and invertebrates, such as presence of standing and attached deadwood, cavities, ivy or
loose bark.

No

D
There is an undisturbed naturally-vegetated strip of at least 6 m on both sides to protect
the line of trees from farming and other human activities (excluding grazing). Where
veteran trees are present, root protection areas should follow standing advice2.

No The line of trees is adjacent to a
hardstanding access track.

E

At least 95% of the trees are in a healthy condition (deadwood or veteran features
valuable for wildlife are excluded from this). There is little or no evidence of an adverse
impact on tree health by damage from livestock or wild animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.

Yes

Number of criteria passed 3
Condition Assessment Result (out of 5
criteria)

Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved ×/✓

Passes 5 criteria Good (3)

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) 2

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score

Footnotes
Footnote 1 – DEFRA (2007) Hedgerow Survey Handbook: A standard procedure for local surveys in the UK. 2nd ed [online]. Defra, London. PB1195.
Available from: Hedgerow Survey Handbook (publishing.service.gov.uk).

Footnote 2 – Where ancient and veteran trees are present, see gov.uk standing advice on ancient and veteran trees. Available from:
Keepers of time: ancient and native woodland and trees policy in England (publishing.service.gov.uk)

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1079036/Keepers_of_time_woodlands_and_trees_policy_England.pdf


and:
Ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees: advice for making planning decisions - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-ancient-trees-and-veteran-trees-advice-for-making-planning-decisions
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Condition Sheet: URBAN Habitat Type
Habitat Types
Sparsely vegetated land - Ruderal/Ephemeral
Sparsely vegetated land - Tall forbs
Urban - Allotments
Urban - Biodiverse green roof
Urban - Bioswale
Urban - Cemeteries and churchyards
Urban - Facade-bound green wall
Urban - Ground based green wall
Urban - Intensive green roof
Urban - Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land
Urban - Rain garden
Urban - Sustainable drainage system (SuDS)
Urban - Vacant or derelict land
Urban - Bare ground
Habitat Description
u1f 81 – Sparsely Vegetated Land – Ruderal/Ephemeral, 0.0391 ha TN2 | To the west of the access track, along the western Site boundary, is an area of sparsely vegetated land associated with a line of trees. The ground
layer is species-poor, comprising rare occurrences of common ivy, common nettle, bramble, cleavers, and common nipplewort. Extensive areas of bare ground are present, alongside patches of gravel and scattered debris,
including discarded litter. Deadwood is a notable feature throughout this area, with accumulations beneath the tree line. Overall, the habitat reflects a disturbed, low-diversity assemblage with features of ecological interest
primarily associated with the tree line and deadwood resource.                                                              u1f 81 – Sparsely Vegetated Land – Ruderal/Ephemeral, 0.1298 ha, TN3 |A large area of sparsely vegetated land extends
south of B2, wrapping around to a smaller area to the north of B1. The habitat is heavily disturbed and characterised by early-stage colonisation by ruderal vegetation. Species richness is relatively low, averaging
approximately six species per square metre. However, several flowering, nectar-rich species of value to invertebrates are present, including buddleia, bramble, white clover, scentless mayweed, creeping thistle, and purple
dead-nettle. These species occur infrequently and with low cover, and the sward overall lacks both diversity and structural complexity.

See the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide for green roofs, and UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) for other habitats: ukhab – UK Habitat Classification

On-site or off-site, site name and location

On-site. Wood Lane. CV9 3QB. Survey date and Surveyor
name

18/03/2026. Evie Rice.

Survey reference (if
relating to a wider survey)

2600138PAB

Limitations (if applicable)

Habitat condition assessment was undertaken
in March, which is a suboptimal time to assess
some ground flora species.

Habitat parcel reference

TN2 TN3

Grid reference

Condition Assessment Criteria

SK325406
79

SK32540
679

Criterion passed (Yes or No)
Notes (such as
justification)

Core Criteria - must be assessed for all urban habitat types:

A
Vegetation structure is varied, providing opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates to
live, eat and breed. A single structural habitat component or vegetation type does not account
for more than 80% of the total habitat area.

No No

B
The habitat parcel contains different plant species that are beneficial for wildlife, for example
flowering species providing nectar sources for a range of invertebrates at different times of
year.

No Yes

C

Invasive non-native plant species (listed on Schedule 9 of WCA1) and others which are to the
detriment of native wildlife (using professional judgement)2 cover less than 5% of the total
vegetated area3.

Note - to achieve Good condition, this criterion must be satisfied by a complete absence of
invasive non-native species (rather than <5% cover).

Yes Yes

Additional Criterion - must be assessed for Open mosaic habitat on previously developed land only:

D

The parcel shows spatial variation and forms a mosaic of bare substrate PLUS:

- At least four early successional communities (a) to (i);

Communities: (a) annuals; (b) mosses/liverworts; (c) lichens; (d) ruderals; (e) inundation
species; (f) open grassland; (g) flower-rich grassland; (h) heathland, (i) pools.

Additional Criteria - must be assessed for Bioswale and SuDS habitat types only:

E1
Plant species are mostly native. If non-native species are present, they should not be
detrimental to the habitat or native wildlife4.

E2 The vegetation is comprised of plant species suited to wetland or riparian situations.

Additional Criterion - must be assessed for Intensive green roofs only:

F
The roof has a minimum of 50% native and non-native wildflowers.
70% of the roof area is soil and vegetation (including water features).

Additional Criterion - must be assessed for Biodiverse green roofs only:

https://ukhab.org/


G

The roof has a varied depth of 80 – 150 mm; at least 50% is at 150 mm and is planted and
seeded with wildflowers and sedums or is pre-prepared with sedums and wildflowers.

Note – to achieve Good condition, some additional habitat, such as sand piles, stones, logs
etc. are present.

Essential criteria relevant for habitat type achieved (Yes or No) Yes Yes

Number of criteria passed 1 2

Condition Assessment Result Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved ×/✓

Results for habitats requiring assessment of 3 core criteria only (all listed urban habitats except Open mosaic habitat on previously developed land, Bioswale, SuDS and Green roofs):

• Passes all 3 core criteria;
AND
• Meets the requirements for Good condition
within criterion C.

Good (3)

• Passes 2 of 3 core criteria;
OR
• Passes 3 of 3 core criteria but does not meet the
requirements for Good condition within criterion C.

Moderate (2)

2

  • Passes 0 or 1 of 3 core criteria. Poor (1) 1

Results for Green roofs and Open mosaic habitat on previously developed land
(requiring assessment of 4 criteria only - core criteria plus additional criterion specified for habitat type):
• Passes all 3 core criteria;
AND
• Meets the requirements for Good condition
within criterion C;
AND
• Passes additional criterion relevant to specific
habitat type (D, F or G).

Good (3)

• Passes 2 or 3 of 4 criteria;
OR
• Passes 4 of 4 criteria but does not meet the
requirements for Good condition within criterion C.

Moderate (2)

 • Passes 0 or 1 of 4 criteria. Poor (1)

Results for Bioswale or SuDS (requiring assessment of 5 criteria - core criteria plus additional criteria specified for habitat type):

• Passes all 3 core criteria;
AND
• Meets the requirements for Good condition
within criterion C;
AND
• Passes all additional criteria relevant to specific
habitat type (Group E)

Good (3)

• Passes 3 or 4 of 5 criteria;
OR
• Passes 5 of 5 criteria but does not meet the
requirements for Good condition within criterion C.

Moderate (2)

• Passes 2 or fewer of 5 criteria. Poor (1)

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score

Footnotes
Footnote 1 – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

Footnote 2 – Sources of information about detrimental non-native species can be found on the GB Non-native Species Secretariat (GBNNSS) website:
Home » NNSS (nonnativespecies.org)
and Natural England Access to Evidence page should also be checked for up-to-date information: 
Horizon-scanning for invasive non-native plants in Great Britain - NECR053 (naturalengland.org.uk)
For criterion C – For green roof habitat types only – buddleia Buddleja davidii should be assessed alongside Schedule 9 species. This species impairs the health of the local ecosystem and reduces the
biodiversity potential of the roof. It is also a sign that a roof has not been planted and seeded correctly in subsequent years.

Footnote 3 – Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accordingly, applying a buffer zone around the invasive
non-native species with a size relative to its risk of spread into adjacent habitat, using professional judgement.

Footnote 4 – Use professional judgement. Sources of information about non-native species that are not detrimental to native wildlife can be found on the GBNNSS website:
Alternative plants » NNSS (nonnativespecies.org)

https://www.nonnativespecies.org/home/index.cfm
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/40015
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-i-do/be-plant-wise/suggested-plants/
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Condition Sheet: WOODLAND Habitat Type
UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) Habitat Types
Woodland and forest - Lowland beech and yew woodland
Woodland and forest - Lowland mixed deciduous woodland
Woodland and forest - Native pine woodlands
Woodland and forest - Other coniferous woodland
Woodland and forest - Other Scot’s pine woodland
Woodland and forest - Other woodland; broadleaved
Woodland and forest - Other woodland; mixed
Woodland and forest - Upland birchwoods
Woodland and forest - Upland mixed ashwoods
Woodland and forest - Upland oakwood
Woodland and forest - Wet woodland
Habitat Description
w1g, Other Woodland – Broadleaved Woodland, 0.1680 ha, TN8 | Broadleaved woodland lies south of grassland TN5, on a steep slope descending to the southern
Site boundary. It is classified as w1g – Other Woodland: Broadleaved Woodland under the UK Habitat Classification. A review of the MAGIC database which is
supported by the field survey confirms it is not and should not be designated/classified as a Priority Habitat under Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006. The woodland comprises a mix of native and non-native species, including ash, sycamore, goat willow, elder, hawthorn, apple, and cherry
plum.  Apple and cherry plum are mainly along the eastern edge, reflecting past planting pertaining to adjacent land use. Localised deadwood and early signs of
decay provide some ecological interest, though the woodland has a limited age structure and no veteran trees. The understory is moderately developed, with
common nettle, ivy, cleavers, common lungwort, bramble, lords-and-ladies, and cow parsley, indicating nutrient-rich, managed conditions. Ground disturbance is
evident, including dumped materials. A shallow area of standing water reflects temporary surface water following recent heavy rainfall rather than a permanent
feature.

ukhab – UK Habitat Classification
This condition sheet is based on the England Woodland Biodiversity Group (EWBG) Woodland Condition Survey Method, available here:
Woodland Wildlife Toolkit (sylva.org.uk)

IMPORTANT: This biodiversity metric woodland condition assessment must be used to assess woodland being input into the biodiversity metric. The
outputs of this condition assessment are not equivalent to, nor are they comparable with the scores from the EWBG condition assessment, because
the EWBG assessment has been adapted for the biodiversity metric, including the removal of EWBG Indicator 7 (Proportion of favourable land cover
around woodland) and Indicator 14 (Size of woodland), and minor changes to other indicators.

On-site or off-site,
site name and location

On-site. CV9. 3QB. Survey date and
Surveyor name

18/03/2026. Evie Rice.

Limitations (if applicable)

Habitat condition assessment
was undertaken in March,
which is a suboptimal time to
assess some ground flora
species.

Survey reference (if
relating to a wider
survey)

2600138PAB

Grid reference
 SK32540679 Habitat parcel

reference
TN8

Condition Assessment Criteria

Indicator Good (3 points) Moderate (2 points) Poor (1 point)
Score per
indicator

Notes (such as justification)

A Age distribution of trees Three age-classes1 present. Two age-classes1

present. One age-class1 present.
1 One age class present in the

woodland. Mature.

B
Wild, domestic and feral
herbivore damage

No significant browsing
damage evident in
woodland2.

Evidence of significant
browsing pressure is
present in less than
40% of whole
woodland2.

Evidence of significant
browsing pressure is
present in 40% or more
of whole woodland2.

3

C Invasive plant species No invasive species3

present in woodland.

Rhododendron
Rhododendron
ponticum or cherry
laurel Prunus
laurocerasus not
present, and other
invasive species3 <10%
cover.

Rhododendron or
cherry laurel present, or
other invasive species3

≥10% cover.

2 Spanish bluebell present.

D
Number of native tree
species

Five or more native tree or
shrub species4 found across
woodland parcel.

Three to four native
tree or shrub species4

found across woodland
parcel.

Two or less native tree
or shrub species4

across woodland
parcel.

3

E
Cover of native tree and
shrub species

>80% of canopy trees and
>80% of understory shrubs
are native5.

50 - 80% of canopy
trees and 50 - 80% of
understory shrubs are
native5.

<50% of canopy trees
and <50% of understory
shrubs are native5.

3

https://ukhab.org/
https://woodlandwildlifetoolkit.sylva.org.uk/assess


F
Open space within
woodland

10 - 20% of woodland has
areas of temporary open
space6.
Unless woodland is <10ha,
in which case 0 - 20%
temporary open space is
permitted7.

21 - 40% of woodland
has areas of temporary
open space6.

<10% or >40% of
woodland has areas of
temporary open space6.
But if woodland <10ha
has <10% temporary
open space, please see
Good category7.

1 Less than 10% due to
extensive ground flora
shrub vegetation.

G Woodland regeneration

All three classes present in
woodland8; trees 4 - 7 cm
Diameter at Breast Height
(DBH), saplings and
seedlings or advanced
coppice regrowth.

One or two classes only
present in woodland8.

No classes or coppice
regrowth present in
woodland8.

1 No regrowth present. Just
one age class mature.

H Tree health
Tree mortality 10% or less,
no pests or diseases and no
crown dieback9.

11% to 25% tree
mortality and or crown
dieback or low-risk pest
or disease present9.

Greater than 25% tree
mortality and or any
high-risk pest or
disease present9.

3

I
Vegetation and ground
flora

Recognisable NVC plant
community10 at ground layer
present, strongly
characterised by ancient
woodland flora specialists.

Recognisable woodland
NVC plant community10

at ground layer present.

No recognisable
woodland NVC plant
community10 at ground
layer present.

2

J
Woodland vertical
structure

Three or more storeys
across all survey plots, or a
complex woodland11.

Two storeys across all
survey plots11.

One or less storey
across all survey
plots11.

2

K Veteran trees Two or more veteran trees12

per hectare.
One veteran tree12 per
hectare.

No veteran trees12

present in woodland.

1 No veteran trees.

L Amount of deadwood

50% of all survey plots
within the woodland parcel
have deadwood, such as
standing and fallen
deadwood, large dead
branches and or stems,
branch stubs and stumps, or
an abundance of small
cavities13.

Between 25% and 50%
of all survey plots within
the woodland parcel
have deadwood, such
as standing and fallen
deadwood, large dead
branches and or stems,
stubs and stumps, or
an abundance of small
cavities13.

Less than 25% of all
survey plots within the
woodland parcel have
deadwood, such as
standing and fallen
deadwood, large dead
branches and or stems,
stubs and stumps, or an
abundance of small
cavities13.

2

M Woodland disturbance No nutrient enrichment or
damaged ground evident14.

Less than 1 hectare in
total of nutrient
enrichment across
woodland area, and or
less than 20% of
woodland area has
damaged ground14.

1 hectare or more of
nutrient enrichment,
and or 20% or more of
woodland area has
damaged ground14.

1 Nutrient enrichment across
whole woodland pacel.
Adjacent to farmland.

Total Score (out of a possible 39) 25
Condition Assessment Result Condition Assessment Score Result Achieved
Total score >32 (33 to 39) Good (3) 1
Total score 26 to 32 Moderate (2)
Total score <26 (13 to 25) Poor (1)
Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score

Footnotes
Footnotes below refer to the EWBG woodland condition assessment details: EWBG (No date). Assessing your Woodland's Condition [online].
Available from:
Woodland Wildlife Toolkit (sylva.org.uk)
The woodland condition assessment survey methodology is outlined in the EWBG toolkit. However the criteria on this sheet are those specific to the
Statutory Biodiversity Metric and must be used when assessing woodland condition.

https://woodlandwildlifetoolkit.sylva.org.uk/assess


Footnote 1 - See EWBG method INDICATOR 1 for more information. If tree species is not a birch Betula sp., cherry Prunus sp. or Sorbus sp.: 0 – 20
years (Young); 21 - 150 years (Intermediate); and >150 years (Old). For birch, cherry or Sorbus species; 0 - 20 years = Young; 21 - 60 years
=Intermediate; >60 years = Old. A recognisable age-class should be a consistent recognisable layer across the woodland or stand being assessed.
Presence of a few saplings would not indicate that the woodland has an ‘age-class’ of young trees.

Footnote 2 - See EWBG method INDICATOR 2 for more information. Browsing pressure is considered to be significant where >20% of vegetation
visible within each survey plot shows damage from any type of browsing pressure listed.

Footnote 3 - See EWBG method INDICATOR 3 for more information. Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-
native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accordingly.

Check for the presence of all plant species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), particularly the following
invasive non-native species: American skunk cabbage Lysichiton americanus; Himalayan balsam Impatiens glandulifera; Japanese knotweed
Reynoutria japonica; cherry laurel Prunus laurocerasus; shallon Gaultheria shallon; snowberry Symphoricarpos albus; variegated yellow archangel
Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. argentatum; rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum; and tree-of-heaven Alianthus altissima.

Footnote 4 - See EWBG method INDICATOR 4 and Table 2 for more information. The number of different native tree or shrub species including
young trees and shrubs. A list of commonly found native tree and shrub species is provided in Table 2.  Not all species listed are native to all parts of
the UK. Note a list of commonly found non-native tree species are also included and should be recorded if present.

Footnote 5 - See EWBG method INDICATOR 5 and for more information. The abundance of native tree species in upper (>5 m) and understorey (up
to 5 m) layers including young trees and shrubs.

Footnote 6 - See EWBG method INDICATOR 6 for more information. Open space within woodland in this context is temporary open space in which
trees can be expected to regenerate (for example, glades, rides, footpaths, areas of clear-fell). This differs from permanent open space where tree
regeneration is not possible or desirable (for example, tarmac, buildings, rivers). Area is at least 10 m wide with less than 20% covered by shrubs or
trees.

Footnote 7 – Given the increased ratio of edge habitat to woodland where the woodland is <10ha.

Footnote 8 - See EWBG method INDICATOR 8 for more information. This indicator measures regeneration potential of the woodland by considering
three classes: seedlings; saplings; and young trees of 4-7 cm DBH. All three classes would fall in the ‘young’ category of the 'age distribution of trees'
indicator, but the regeneration indicator gathers additional information by considering regeneration potential - if seedlings, saplings and young trees
are all present that means natural regeneration processes are happening.

Footnote 9 - See EWBG method INDICATOR 9 for more information and Table 3 for a list of diseases and pests and their risk level.

Footnote 10 - See EWBG method INDICATOR 10 directing to NVC key for more information. The 'UKHab to NVC translation table' in the UK Habitat
Classification resources may also be useful to assess this.

Footnote 11 – This criterion looks at structural diversity and is useful to understand in conjunction with the age of trees in a woodland. Vertical
structure is defined as the number of canopy storeys present. Possible storey values are: 1) Upper; 2) Complex: recorded when the stand is
composed of multiple tree heights that cannot easily be stratified into broad height bands (such as upper, middle or lower); 3) Middle; 4) Lower; and 5)
Shrub layer. There might be no storeys where the woodland has been felled. See EWBG INDICATOR 11 for more information.

Footnote 12 - See EWBG method INDICATOR 12 for more information. See gov.uk standing advice on ancient and veteran trees. Available from:

Keepers of time: ancient and native woodland and trees policy in England (publishing.service.gov.uk)
and:
Ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees: advice for making planning decisions - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
EWBG INDICATOR 12 is the relevant indicator.

Footnote 13 – See EWBG method INDICATOR 13 for more information. This includes logs, large dead branches on the forest floor and stumps (<1
m tall) >20 cm diameter at narrowest point and >50 cm long. Also includes standing dead trees (>1 m tall) and also deadwood on standing live trees.
Diameter is measured at the narrowest point on the stem. Minimum diameter of 20 cm.

Footnote 14 - See EWBG method INDICATOR 15 for more information. Examples of disturbance are: significant nutrient enrichment; soil compaction
from trampling, machinery, animal poaching or litter.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1079036/Keepers_of_time_woodlands_and_trees_policy_England.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-ancient-trees-and-veteran-trees-advice-for-making-planning-decisions


Return to ‘Selecting condition sheet’ tab

 




