


• Void spaces between properties can create opportunities for offenders to access rear 

gardens unseen. 

• Where such access routes are unavoidable:  

o Gates should be installed at the front of dwellings. 

o Gates should be fitted with mortice locks compliant with British Standard BS 3621 

(or equivalent). 

o Locks must be operable with a key from both sides. 

 

Intruder Alarm Systems 

• Due to the identified crime risks, all properties should be fitted with wired intruder alarm 

systems in compliance with BS EN 50131 (or equivalent standards). 

• Alarm systems should be installed and fully operational before heating systems are fitted, 

ensuring protection of unoccupied properties during construction and early occupancy 

phases. 

 

Lighting 

• Install dusk-to-dawn lighting at all external door entrances. 

• Provide additional lighting for:  

o Rear gardens 

o Alleyways 

• Lighting should ensure continuous illumination of access routes and escape paths, 

improving natural surveillance and increasing residents’ sense of safety. 

 

Footpaths and Public Realm Design 

• Any proposed footpaths within the development should: 

o Be direct routes 

o Have a minimum width of 2.0 metres 

o Be well overlooked by surrounding properties 

o Avoid recesses and hidden areas 

o Maintain clear sightlines of at least 2.4 metres at bends 

• Footpaths must not run to the rear of properties or provide access to rear gardens, as this 

can increase opportunities for crime. 

• To support accessibility and reduce risks linked to Violence Against Women and Girls 

(VAWG): 

o Routes should be as straight as possible 

o Free from hiding places 

o Overlooked by active frontages 

• Landscaping should be carefully designed and maintained to ensure ongoing natural 

surveillance. 

 

Parking and Highways 

• Early engagement with the Council Highways Team is strongly recommended to:  

o Plan appropriate parking arrangements 

o Ensure any restrictions are implemented and enforceable 

 

Construction Phase Security 

• During development, a CCTV system or similar monitoring solution should be implemented 

from the earliest stages. 

• Consider the deployment of on-site security personnel, particularly during nighttime, to 

prevent: 

o Theft of materials 






