
From:                                 Bob Sharples <Bob.Sharples@sportengland.org>
Sent:                                  30 March 2026 17:52:37 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "Ashleigh Gade" <Ashleigh.Gade@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk>
Cc:                                      "tony.blanchard@wolfdaleschool.leics.sch.uk" 
<tony.blanchard@wolfdaleschool.leics.sch.uk>
Subject:                             RE: 24/00980/FUL RATBY SPORTS CLUB, DESFORD LANE, RATBY LE6 0LE (SE ref: 
PA/24/EM/HIN/69110)
Attachments:                   20260313 68110 WO E4 Ratby Sports Club.pdf

Good afternoon, Ashleigh, 
 
We don’t need a UU on this as I am led to understand everything has been 
completed.  Also, I thought I had removed the objection on the 13th of March 2026 – see 
attached.
 
Best wishes 
 
Bob 
Bob Sharples RIBA ARB MRTPI  Principal Planning Manager - South Team Planning & Active Environments
M: 07830315030 
We have updated our Privacy Statement to reflect the recent changes to data protection law but rest 
assured, we will continue looking after your personal data just as carefully as we always have. Our 
Privacy Statement is published on our website, and our Data Protection Officer can be contacted by 
emailing Gaile Walters 
 
 
 
From: Ashleigh Gade <Ashleigh.Gade@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk> 
Sent: 30 March 2026 12:09
To: Bob Sharples <Bob.Sharples@sportengland.org>
Cc: tony.blanchard@wolfdaleschool.leics.sch.uk
Subject: Re: 24/00980/FUL RATBY SPORTS CLUB, DESFORD LANE, RATBY LE6 0LE (SE ref: 
PA/24/EM/HIN/69110)
 
Hi Bob, 
 
Thank you for the updated response. 
 
I just want to clarify - the response now says the objection is withdrawn based on Exception 4, 
which I appreciate relates to the fact that the southern pavilion is extant on site. 
 
The UU that has been drafted in support of this application was originally requested by Sport 
England based on the fact that the southern pavilion, while existing on site, had not been fully 
finished and that additional works were required (eg. Installation of the lift, etc).
 
The latest draft of the UU (attached) was from August 2025 and has a timeframe for completion 
of all remaining works of 4 months from the UU signing.  

https://www.sportengland.org/privacy-statement/
mailto:DPO@sportengland.org


 
Given the above, could you please confirm Sport England's position on the UU? Does the 
removal of the objection imply that you are now satisfied with the latest version of the UU and 
the timeframe therein?
 
Kind regards, 
 
Ashleigh Gade 
Senior Planning Officer 
  
Tel: 01455 255945 
Email: ashleigh.gade@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk 
Web: www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk 

Hinckley Hub, Rugby Road, Hinckley, Leics, LE10 
0FR

Sign up for our email updates: www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/emailupdates 

@Hinckandbos_bc
 

Hinckandbosbc
 @Hinckandbosbc 

  
  

From: noreply@salesforce.com <noreply@salesforce.com> on behalf of Bob Sharples RIBA MRTPI 
<bob.sharples@sportengland.org>
Sent: 13 March 2026 4:38 PM
To: Ashleigh Gade <Ashleigh.Gade@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk>
Cc: tony.blanchard@wolfdaleschool.leics.sch.uk <tony.blanchard@wolfdaleschool.leics.sch.uk>
Subject: 24/00980/FUL RATBY SPORTS CLUB, DESFORD LANE, RATBY LE6 0LE (SE ref: 
PA/24/EM/HIN/69110) 
  
  
  

mailto:ashleigh.gade@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk
https://www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/
https://www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/emailupdates
mailto:noreply@salesforce.com
mailto:noreply@salesforce.com
mailto:bob.sharples@sportengland.org
mailto:Ashleigh.Gade@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk
mailto:tony.blanchard@wolfdaleschool.leics.sch.uk
mailto:tony.blanchard@wolfdaleschool.leics.sch.uk


Good afternoon Ashleigh,

Please find attached our response to the above application re-consultation.
  
Yours sincerely,

Bob

Bob Sharples RIBA ARB MRTPI 
Principal Planning Manager - South Team

M: 07830 315030
E: bob.sharples@sportengland.org
  

 

  

  
This email and any files sent with it are confidential. If this email isn't intended for you, 
please notify the sender immediately and then permanently delete it. You must not read, 
print, store, disclose, copy or take any other action in respect of this email. We routinely 
monitor incoming and outgoing email messages to ensure they comply with Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough Council's policy on the use of electronic communications. The 
contents of emails may have to be disclosed to a request under the Data Protection Act 
2018, Freedom of Information Act 2000 and/or the Environmental Information 
Regulations 2004. The views expressed by the author may not necessarily reflect the 
views or policies of Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council. Attachments to email 
messages may contain viruses that may damage your system. Whilst Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough Council has taken every reasonable precaution to minimise this risk, 
we cannot accept any liability for any damage you suffer as a result. You are advised to 
carry out your own virus checks before opening any attachment. Save paper - only print 
this email if necessary. Visit us online: www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk Main office: 
Hinckley Hub, Rugby Road, Hinckley, Leics LE10 0FR 
This email and any files sent with it are confidential. 

mailto:bob.sharples@sportengland.org
http://www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/


If this email isn't intended for you, please notify the sender immediately and then 
permanently delete it. 
You must not read, print, store, disclose, copy or take any other action in respect of this 
email. 
  
We routinely monitor incoming and outgoing email messages to ensure they comply 
with Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council's policy on the use of electronic 
communications. 
The contents of emails may have to be disclosed to a request under the Data Protection 
Act 2018, Freedom of Information Act 2000 and/or the Environmental Information 
Regulations 2004. 
 
The views expressed by the author may not necessarily reflect the views or policies of 
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council. 
 
Attachments to email messages may contain viruses that may damage your system. 
Whilst Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council has taken every reasonable precaution to 
minimise this risk, we cannot accept any liability for any damage you suffer as a result. 
You are advised to carry out your own virus checks before opening any attachment. 
 
Save paper - only print this email if necessary. 
 
Visit us online: www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk
 
Main office: Hinckley Hub, Rugby Road, Hinckley, Leics LE10 0FR. Main switchboard: 
01455 238141 
The information contained in this e-mail may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom 
of Information Act 2000. Additionally, this email and any attachment are confidential and 
intended solely for the use of the individual to whom they are addressed. If you are not the 
intended recipient, be advised that you have received this email and any attachment in error, and 
that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying, is strictly prohibited. If you 
voluntarily provide personal data by email, Sport England will handle the data in accordance 
with its Privacy Statement. Sport England’s Privacy Statement may be found here 
https://www.sportengland.org/privacy-statement/ If you have any queries about Sport England’s 
handling of personal data you can contact Gaile Walters, Sport England’s Data Protection 
Officer directly by emailing DPO@sportengland.org 

http://www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/




 


 


Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council 
 
FAO: Ms A Gade 
 
By email  
 


13th March 2026 
 
Town & Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 
2015 
 
Application Reference:  24/00980/FUL 
Site: Ratby Sports Club, Desford Lane Ratby LE6 0LE  
Proposal:  Change of use of existing north sports pavilion (F2 Local community) to 
educational facility (F1 Learning and non-residential institutions). Including the external 
alterations, the addition of block paved hardstanding and a new access gate to the north sports 
pavilion and the addition of an external staircase and a lift to the south sports pavilion. 
Sport England Reference: PA/24/EM/HIN/69110 
 
Dear Ashleigh, 
 
I note we both received an email this afternoon from Tom Blanchard, containing an explanation 
and photographs of the sports building. 
 
This had followed a discussion between Tom and myself earlier in the afternoon.  It appears 
that Sport England had misinterpreted the planning application and that the pavilion had 
already been replaced. 
 
Sport England’s Position 
 
Sport England considers now the proposal to meet our planning policy exception 4 and 
therefore withdraws its objection lodged on the 2nd of October 2026. 
 
If you would like any further information or advice, please contact the undersigned  
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
Bob 
 
Bob Sharples RIBA ARB MRTPI   
Principal Planning Manager - South Team Planning & Active Environments 
 
M: 07830315030  
E: bob.sharples@sportengland.org  
 
 
cc  T Blanchard Esq. Wolfdale School



https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/contents/made

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/595/contents/made
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Annex 
 
The Five Exceptions to Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy 
 
Exception 1 
A robust and up-to-date assessment has demonstrated, to the satisfaction of Sport England, 
that there is an excess of playing field provision in the catchment, which will remain the case 
should the development be permitted, and the site has no special significance to the 
interests of sport. 
 
Exception 2 
The proposed development is for ancillary facilities supporting the principal use of the site as 
a playing field, and does not affect the quantity or quality of playing pitches or otherwise 
adversely affect their use. 
 
Exception 3 
The proposed development affects only land incapable of forming part of a playing pitch and 
does not:   


• reduce the size of any playing pitch; 
• result in the inability to use any playing pitch (including the maintenance of adequate 


safety margins and run-off areas); 
• reduce the sporting capacity of the playing field to accommodate playing pitches or 


the capability to rotate or reposition playing pitches to maintain their quality; 
• result in the loss of other sporting provision or ancillary facilities on the site; or 
• prejudice the use of any remaining areas of playing field on the site. 


 
Exception 4 
The area of playing field to be lost as a result of the proposed development will be replaced, 
prior to the commencement of development, by a new area of playing field: 


• of equivalent or better quality, and 
• of equivalent or greater quantity, and 
• in a suitable location, and 
• subject to equivalent or better accessibility and management arrangements. 


 
Exception 5 
The proposed development is for an indoor or outdoor facility for sport, the provision of 
which would be of sufficient benefit to the development of sport as to outweigh the detriment 
caused by the loss, or prejudice to the use, of the area of playing field. 
 
The full ‘Playing Fields Policy and Guidance Document’ is available to view at: 
www.sportengland.org/playingfieldspolicy 



http://www.sportengland.org/playingfieldspolicy



