Old School, 53 Leicester Road, Groby, LE6 0DQ

Application for planning permission for tree work.

The Old School is a grade 2 listed building constructed in 1873. The trees are wholly within the
grounds of the Old School, they are not straddling a boundary. The trees are not subject to a tree
protection order. We have never seen birds or bats nesting in these trees.

In this document we outline the proposed work to be done to each tree.

The trees at the Old School are in the Groby conservation area.
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The stone walls outside the front of the house are indicated on the conservation map as part of
the character of the conservation area.
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Plan of the site with trees marked
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Tree A, Cherry

Minimal Crown reduction, to reduce length of branches that overhang the street footpath.
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Tree B, Conifer (large evergreen)

We have received a letter Reference HMS977635 from Leicestershire County Council (dated
5/12/24, see Appendix A) instructing us to cut back the tree branches that are obstructing the bus
stop sign and street light. This is the largest tree (B on the plan) and it is structurally damaging the
front boundary stone wall of the premises (see photographs). The wall has been re-pointed with
lime mortar before, but the tree roots are moving it upwards and stonemasons as unwilling to
repair the wall because their work will be undone by the tree moving the wall again. This tree
overhangs the bus stop and the branches obscure the bus stop sign and the light from the
lamppost which is now engulfed by the tree. We ask permission to remove this tree so that the
stone wall is no longer damaged. We would not replace this tree with another, as we would not
want to damage the stone wall in future. There are many other trees on the site.










Tree B roots are pushing up the stone wall and damaging it.






The iron work is no longer in the stone,
the largest stone slab is being pushed
upwards and outwards by the tree
roots.



Tree C, Cypress Conifer

This smaller tree, which has two trunks, has a heavy lean over the the pavement. If left to grow in
its current position it also risks root damage to the boundary walls in future.

We ask permission to remove this tree.




Tree D, Silver birch

The silver birch tree is growing too close to the boundary wall and risks causing structural damage
to the wall between the Old school and the Village Hall car park. It is crowded between many
other large conifers and we ask to be permitted to remove this tree. It has been cut back many

years ago and the trunk is partly rotten and hollow.




Tree E, Beech

The beech tree is about 40-50 feet tall, and we ask to be permitted to do a crown reduction to

reduce the height to about 15 feet tall.




Tree F, Norway spruce Christmas tree

Planned crown reduction to reduce the sides by about 2-3 feet in several places to re-shape the

tree.




Appendix A - letter from Leicestershire County Council requiring tree works.
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