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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 

 
1.1. The Landscape Institute and the Institute of Environmental Management and 

Assessment have jointly published Guidelines for Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment Third Edition 2013 (GLVIA3) that gives guidance on 
carrying out a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA), either as a 
standalone appraisal or part of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 
This methodology takes on board the above guidance. 
 

1.2. When assessing character within an urban context, this methodology can be 
applied to Townscape Assessments and how the development will affect the 
elements that make up the townscape and its distinctive character.  
 

1.3. The main stages of the LVIA process are outlined below. This process will 
identify and assess the potential effects of a development on the landscape 
resource and the visual environment.  
 
1. Baseline study 

Landscape 
• Define the scope of the assessment. 
 
• Outline the planning policy context, including any landscape 

designations. 
 
• Establish the landscape baseline through a site visit and an assessment 

of published Landscape Character Assessments to identify the value 
and susceptibility of the landscape resource (receptor), at community, 
local, national or international levels where appropriate. 

 
Visual 
• Define the scope of the assessment. 
 
• Identify the extent of visual receptors within the study area, with the use 

of Zones of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) where appropriate, and establish 
the number and sensitivity of the representative viewpoint and/or groups 
of people (receptors) within the study area whose views may be altered 
as a result of the proposals. 
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2. Project description 

The baseline study highlights clear opportunities and constraints for the 
integration of the proposals into the receiving environment. The aspects of 
the scheme at each phase that will potentially give rise to effects on the 
landscape and visual amenity will need identifying. At this time, the 
proposals can be modified to ensure that further mitigation measures are 
incorporated into the design as a response to the local landscape and 
visual environment. 

 
3. Description of Effects 

The level of effect on both landscape and visual receptors should be 
identified in respect of the different components of the proposed 
development. In order to assess the significance of the effect on the 
receiving environment, it is necessary to consider the magnitude, i.e. the 
degree of change, together with the sensitivity of the receptor. 
 
This will identify whether the effects are: 
Adverse or Beneficial - beneficial effects would typically occur where a 
development could positively contribute to the landscape character or view. 
Neutral effects would include changes that neither add nor detract from the 
quality and character of an area or view. Adverse effects would typically 
occur where there is loss of landscape elements, or the proposal detracts 
from the landscape quality and character of an area or view. 

 
Direct or Indirect – A direct effect will be one where a development will 
affect a view or the character of an area, either beneficially or adversely. 
An indirect effect will occur as a result of associated development i.e. a 
development may result in an increase of traffic on a particular route. 
 
Short, Medium or Long Term – this relates to the expected duration and 
magnitude of a development. Within this assessment the potential effects 
are assessed during the Construction Phase, then at Years 1 and 10, 
following completion of the development. 
 
Reversible or Irreversible – can the resulting effect of a development be 
mitigated or not, and whether the result of the mitigation is beneficial or 
adverse. 
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4. Significance of Effects (EIA only) 
A final judgment on whether the effect is likely to be significant, as required 
by the Regulations. The summary should draw out the key issues and 
outline the scope for reducing any negative / adverse effects. Mitigation 
measures need to be identified that may reduce the final judgement on the 
significance of any residual negative effects in the long term. 

 
Assessing effects 
 
Landscape Sensitivity 
 

1.4. The sensitivity of a particular landscape in relation to new development is 
categorised as high, medium, low or negligible. This takes into account the 
susceptibility of the receptor to the type of development proposed and the 
value attached to different landscapes by society. The following table explains 
each threshold and the factors that make up the degree of sensitivity.  

 
Table 1: Landscape Sensitivity Thresholds 
 

Sensitivity Definition 

High Landscape resource where there is a high susceptibility to 
change. Landscapes would be considered of high value, 
have a high degree of intimacy, strong landscape structure, 
relatively intact and contain features worthy of protection. 
Townscapes may include a high proportion of historic 
assets. Typical examples may be of National or County 
importance e.g. within the setting of National Parks, 
AONB’s, Conservation Areas etc. 

Medium Landscape resource where there is a medium susceptibility 
to change. Landscapes would be considered of medium 
value, good landscape structure, with some detracting 
features or evidence of recent change. Townscapes may 
include a proportion of historic assets or of cultural value 
locally. Typical examples may be designated for their value 
at District level. 

Low Landscape resource where there is a low susceptibility to 
change. Landscapes would be considered of low value, and 
contain evidence of previous landscape change. 

Negligible Landscape resource where there is little or no susceptibility 
to change. Typical landscapes are likely to be degraded, of 
weak landscape structure, intensive land uses, and require 
landscape restoration. 
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Visual Sensitivity 
 

1.5. The sensitivity of the visual receptor will be assessed against the magnitude 
of visual change, and is categorised as high, medium, low or negligible. Each 
receptor should be assessed in terms of both their susceptibility to change in 
views and visual amenity and also the value attached to particular views. 
 
Table 2: Visual Sensitivity Thresholds 
 

Sensitivity Definition 

High Viewers on public rights of way whose prime focus is on the 
landscape around and are often very aware of its value. 
Occupiers of residential properties with primary views 
affected by the development. Examples include users of 
National Trails, Long Distance Routes or Sustrans cycle 
routes, or within the setting of a listed building. 

Medium Viewers engaged in outdoor recreation with some 
appreciation of the landscape, occupiers of residential 
properties with oblique views affected by the development, 
and users of rural lanes and roads. Examples include 
viewers within moderate quality landscapes, local 
recreation grounds, and outdoor pursuits. 

Low Viewers engaged in outdoor sport or recreation whose 
prime focus is on their activity, or those passing through the 
area on main transport routes whose attention is focused 
away from an appreciation of the landscape.  

Negligible Viewers whose attention is focused on their work or activity, 
and not susceptible to changes in the surrounding 
landscape. 

 
Effect Magnitude   
 

1.6. The magnitude of change relates to the degree in which proposed 
development alters the fabric of the landscape character or view. This change 
is categorised as high, medium, low, or negligible.  
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Table 3: Magnitude of Change 
 

Magnitude Effect Definition 

High Change resulting in a high degree of deterioration or 
improvement, or introduction of prominent new elements 
that are considered to make a major alteration to a 
landscape or view. 

Medium Change resulting in a moderate degree of deterioration or 
improvement, or constitutes a perceptible change within a 
landscape or view. 

Low Change resulting in a low degree of deterioration or 
improvement to a landscape or view, or constitutes only a 
minor component within a landscape or view. 

Negligible Change resulting in a barely perceptible degree of 
deterioration or improvement to a landscape or view. 

No Change It is also possible for a landscape or view to experience no 
change due to being totally compatible with the local 
character or not visible due to intervening structures or 
vegetation. 

 
Significance Threshold 
 

1.7. The magnitude of change is then considered against the sensitivity of the 
landscape resource as a receptor or the existing character of the panorama / 
view. In formulating the significance of effect, reasoned professional 
judgement is required which is explained within the assessment. This is 
carried out both in terms of the predicted effects on landscape character or on 
visual amenities. The significance thresholds are predicted as Major, 
Moderate, Minor, Negligible and None, and can be either beneficial or 
adverse. Unless otherwise stated, all effects are predicted in the winter 
months. The extent of mitigation measures should be clearly stated, and in 
the case of planting proposals, the contribution to reducing adverse effects 
should be demonstrated at different stages (construction stage, operational 
stage year 0, and year 10). 
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Table 4: Significance of Effect 
 

Significance Threshold Definition 

Major A high magnitude of change that materially affects a 
landscape or view, that has little or no ability to accommodate 
change. Positive effects will typically occur in a damaged 
landscape or view. 

Moderate  A medium magnitude of change that materially affects a 
landscape or view that may have the ability to accommodate 
change. Positive effects will typically occur in a lower quality 
landscape or view. 

Minor  A low magnitude of change that materially affects a 
landscape or view that has the ability to accommodate 
change. Positive effects will typically occur in a lower quality 
landscape or view. 

Negligible  A negligible magnitude of change that has little effect on a 
landscape or view that has the ability to accommodate 
change. 

None It is also possible for a magnitude of change to occur that 
results in a neutral effect significance due to the change 
being compatible with local character or not visible. 

 
 
1.8. The significance of the effect is measured on the ability of a landscape or 

view to accommodate the change. In assessing the significance of effects, the 
following matrix will be used to determine the significance thresholds, through 
determining the sensitivity of the receptor and the magnitude of change. 
 

1.9. In terms of assessing whether the effects are significant or otherwise, it is 
noted that para 5.56 of GLVIA3 states that there are no “hard and fast rules” 
about what makes a significant effect. For the purposes of this assessment 
significant landscape or visual effects are those effects considered to be 
greater than moderate, shaded below in Table 5. 
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Table 5: Measuring Significance of Effect 
 

 Sensitivity of Receptors 
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 High Medium Low Negligible 

High Major 

 

Major/ 

Moderate 
Moderate 

Moderate/ 

Minor 

Medium Major/ 

Moderate 
Moderate 

Moderate/ 

Minor 
Minor 

Low 
Moderate 

Moderate/ 

Minor 
Minor Negligible 

Negligible Moderate/ 

Minor 
Minor Negligible 

Negligible/ 

None 
 
 
1.10. It should be noted that where there is no perceptible change in terms of the 

effect magnitude regardless of the sensitivity of the receptor, the significance 
of the effect on a landscape or view will be none.  

 
1.11. A written statement summarising the significance of effects is provided, 

assisted by the tables and matrices. The final judgement relies on 
professional judgement that is reasonable, based on clear and transparent 
methods, suitable training and experience, and a detached and dispassionate 
view of the development in the final assessment.   

 
Assessing cumulative effects 
 

1.12. Cumulative effects are additional effects caused by a proposed development 
in conjunction with other similar developments. This can be cumulative 
landscape effects on the physical fabric or character of the landscape, or 
cumulative visual effects caused by two or more developments being visible 
from one viewpoint and/or sequence of views. The scope of cumulative 
effects should be agreed at the outset to establish what schemes are relevant 
to the assessment, and what planning stage is appropriate. It is generally 
considered that existing and consented developments and those for which 
planning applications have been submitted but not yet determined should be 
included.  
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