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Proposed Hardstanding

Application Boundary

Proposed Building

Existing Woodland / Trees
(Retained and Enhanced)

Existing Improved Grassland
(Retained and Enhanced)

Proposed Conservation
Grassland (Woodland edge)

Existing Introduced Scrub
(Retained and Enhanced)

Proposed Scrub (Mixed Natives)

Pond (Retained and Enhanced)

Existing Woodland / Trees (Retained and
Enhanced), to include some selective thinning and
coppicing, with log pile creation, replanting with
additional native species to increase age and
species structure, undertaken over several years
in accordance with a scheme to be submitted.
The first phase would be carried out during site
preparation and construction and utilise the woody
material from any trees cleared as part of the
works and stone from building demolition to create
new hibernacula.

Existing Ponds (Retained and
Enhanced), to include some
excavation and reprofiling, with
selective lopping of trees on
southern side to reduce shading

Proposed Conservation Grassland
(Woodland edge), indicated around edge
of proposed building and hardstanding
footprint. To be created at end of
construction works and include a suitable
native grassland species mixture, with
wildflower component

Proposed Scrub (Mixed Natives), to be
carried out within area of existing
grassland and amongst retained trees,
adjacent to existing introduced scrub
(Retained and Enhanced).  New scrub
planting to utilise mixed native species
to increase structural diversity

Overall Landscape Framework Strategy:

The site is located within The National Forest and within Area 6:
Thringtone/Markfield Quarries and Settlement in the Charnwood
Forest Landscape Character Assessment (2019).

The National Forest Strategy 2014-2024 refers to the purpose of
The National Forest as being social and economic, as well as
environmental, with beautiful wooded sites, individual trees and
other habitats across a 200 square mile landscape.

Charnwood National Character Area 73 description refers to "a
unique landscape, marked out by its geology and upland qualities,
which contrast with the surrounding gentle lowlands. It is formed by
a mosaic of heathland, farmland, parkland and woodland. The
underlying Precambrian geology has given rise to the distinct area
of land characterised by exposures of rugged, rocky outcrops. It is
a relatively well wooded landscape, with many areas of mixed,
deciduous and coniferous woodlands"

Area 6: Thrington/Markfield Quarries and Settlement is described
as "A highly settled landscape with a high proportion of quarries,
often fringed with woodland. Farmland consists of a mix of arable
and pasture with a varied field pattern while areas of new planting
around quarries contrast with areas of ancient woodland."

The overall landscape strategy for the former Hall Farm site is to
retain and enhance its wooded character, with positive
management of individual trees (including some clearance and
thinning to accommodate the development and improve habitat
condition), formation of new areas of scrub edge and conservation
grassland, with reinstatement of ponds / water features on site.

This would integrate the proposed replacement buildings (Storage
and Viewing Area, Offices, Detailing / Preparation) and vehicle
parking areas into their existing landscape context, create a
pleasant working environment and destination for customers, and
improve biodiversity interest.
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