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1. Introduction  
1.1. General Overview 

1.1.1. This Statement of Stakeholder and Community Consultation and Engagement (‘SCCE’) has been prepared 

by Savills (UK) Limited on behalf of David Wilson Homes East Midlands (‘DWH’ or the ‘Applicant’) and 

provides an overview of the consultation and engagement carried out with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough 

Council (‘HBBC’) as the Local Planning Authority, other key stakeholders and the local community in 

respect of the proposed residential development of land at Barlestone Road, Newbold Verdon (‘the Site’). 

1.1.2. This Statement is one of several documents submitted as part of an outline planning application (all matters 

reserved except access) for up to 240 dwellings, land safeguarded for a cemetery and community facility 

land and significant public open space (the ‘Application’). Further information regarding the development 

proposals and the Site is provided in the accompanying Planning Statement and the Design and Access 

Statement. 

1.1.3. The description of development is as follows: 

Outline planning application (all matters reserved except vehicular access) for the erection of up to 240 

residential dwellings (Use Class C3), retention of the existing accesses off Barlestone Road and the 

creation of new accesses off Barlestone Road, land safeguarded for a cemetery and a health centre (Use 

Class E(e)), public open space and associated infrastructure. 

1.1.4. The Site comprises circa 13.9 hectares (circa 34.35 acres) agricultural (grazing) land off Barlestone Road 

to the north of Newbold Verdon. Given the Site’s sustainable and accessible location as well as the 

significant need for housing across the Borough, it is considered that the Site is well placed for residential 

development.  

1.1.5. This SCCE explains how the local community and interested stakeholders have been consulted on and 

engaged in the proposed development of the Site. The Statement provides an overview of the comments 

and feedback received to date and sets out how proposals respond to the feedback received.  

1.1.6. DWH recognise that consultation is an important part of the planning system and consider that consultation 

is a two-way process, which involves both informing the local community about the proposed development 

and providing the opportunity to provide valued feedback on the development and suggestions for its 

improvement. To this end, DWH and its technical team have sought to ensure an open and accessible 

consultation and engagement process to maximise the involvement of the local community and key 

stakeholders in planning the development.   
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2. Local and National Requirements  
2.1. Requirement Overview 

2.1.1. This section sets out the local and national context that frames the importance of consulting with the local 

community and other stakeholders as part of the pre-application process.  

2.2. Hinckley and Bosworth Statement of Community Involvement  

2.2.1. The Statement of Community Involvement (‘SCI’) for HBBC was adopted in July 2019. The SCI sets out 

who HBBC will engage with on the preparation of planning documents, and how and when they will be 

engaged.  

2.2.2. The SCI also includes information on the planning application process and how and when decisions are 

published.  

2.2.3. The SCI states that the level of consultation carried out for planning applications will vary depending on the 

type and scale of the planning application being determined. However, the SCI does not contain specific 

guidance on what type or level of community consultation should be undertaken by the applicant and this 

is therefore open to the applicant to determine.   

2.3. National Requirements  

2.3.1. Community consultation is an important part of the planning system as emphasised in the Localism Act 

2011. The Localism Act 2011, Part 6, Chapter 4 makes consultations a statutory requirement at the pre-

application stage for developments of a certain size.  

2.3.2. The Act places an obligation on the applicant to ‘publicise the proposed application in such manner as the 

person reasonably considers is likely to bring the proposed application to the attention of a majority of the 

persons who live at, or otherwise occupy, premises in the vicinity of the land’. The Act also requires the 

applicant to ‘have regard to any responses to the consultation that the person has received’ when deciding 

on the terms of the application. 

2.3.3. Additionally, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, December 2023) emphasises the potential 

benefits of early engagement in the planning application process since ‘good quality pre-application 

discussion enables better coordination between public and private resources and improved outcomes for 

the community’ (Paragraph 39).  

2.3.4. The NPPF further recognises that the planning system should ‘be genuinely plan-led’ and provide ‘a 

platform for local people to shape their surroundings’ (Paragraph 15). It encourages applicants to engage 

with the local community before submitting planning applications. 
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3. Purpose of Consultation  
 

3.1. Purpose  of the Consultation 

3.1.1. This section of the SCCE sets out the rationale for undertaking consultation and engagement with interested 

stakeholders.   

3.1.2. Consultation and engagement activities were undertaken with the aim of informing local residents, 

businesses, interested parties and key stakeholders and statutory consultees of the proposed scheme and 

engaging with them in relation to the proposed layout, technical considerations and scheme benefits. 

3.1.3. It was the aim of the Applicant and their agents that the feedback received during the consultation and 

engagement process would be taken into account when defining the final development proposal. The 

intention has been to address any specific concerns or issues that were raised during the consultation 

process to result in better planning outcomes. 

3.1.4. In recognition of engagement being an ongoing process, there will be further opportunities for dialogue 

during the determination period for the outline application, and further again at the Reserved Matters stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Statement of Stakeholder and Community Consultation and 

Engagement 

Land at Barlestone Road, Newbold Verdon 

 

 

David Wilson Homes East Midlands  November 2024  4 

4. Consultation Methods & Rationale 
 

4.1. Consultation Method Overview 

4.1.1. This section sets out the approach and scope to consulting and engaging with stakeholders and with the 

local community, including the methods of consultation used.   

4.2. Pre-Application Discussions with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council  

4.2.1. A pre-application submission was made to HBBC on 8th September 2023 and a separate highways pre-

application was also submitted to Leicestershire County Council on 9th October 2023 and response received 

on 24th November 2023.  

4.2.2. A pre-application meeting with HBBC took place on 10th October 2023 and a written response was received 

on 3rd November 2023 which included statutory consultee responses. A separate landscape pre-application 

meeting was also held on 1st December 2023 with HBBC, HBBC’s Landscape Consultant (Node) and the 

Applicant’s Landscape Consultants (Pegasus).  

4.2.3. The table below summarises the meetings / key dialogue held with HBBC and the key matters that were 

discussed and actioned. 

Date Subject Matters Covered Outcome 

10th 
October 
2023  

Pre-Application Meeting 

• Principle of development. 

• Confirmation from HBBC on 
weighting of the emerging 
policy. 

• Feedback from HBBC on the 
quantum of development  and 
the draft Illustrative 
Masterplan.  

• Advice in relation to access 
and highways safety.  

• Initial discussion around 
consultation and 
engagement.  

• Discussion on proposed 
scheme benefits.  

• Confirmation on the 
documents required to 
support a planning 
application.  

• The Site is within the ‘countryside’ so development 
of the site would be contrary to the adopted 
Development Plan (Policy DM4). However, HBBC, 
confirmed that they do not have a 5YHLS, so 
paragraph 11(d) of the NPPF will be triggered.  

• Any future application would need to justify why 
development in this location would be sustainable, 
in both terms of its accessibility and wider planning 
merits. The proposed benefits of the scheme will 
need to be clearly presented within the Planning 
Statement. 

• The inclusion of the Cemetery was accepted by 
HBBC. The need was recognised and inclusion of 
this would be given additional positive weight.  

• It was agreed that a lower quantum of development 
than the proposed 340 dwellings is better suited to 
the existing settlement.  

• Landscape was considered to be the key technical 
issue to address as part of the application. A 
separate meeting relating to landscape would be 
arranged.   

1st 
December 
2023  

Landscape Pre-Application 
Meeting 

• Changes were made to the Illustrative Masterplan 
to address Node’s comments: 
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Date Subject Matters Covered Outcome 

• Review of the proposed 
Landscape strategy and draft 
Illustrative Masterplan 

• Review and agreement on the 
proposed viewpoints / 
visualisations that would be 
assessed within the LVIA.  

 

- Supportive of the cemetery being moved to the  
western part of the Site with access from the 
existing equestrian centre access – this is 
considered to be more sensitive from a 
landscape perspective so Node were 
supportive of it being kept undeveloped.  

- The eastern part of the site is considered to 
have lower landscape sensitivity so built 
development was added to this part of the Site.  

- Proposed landscape buffers between built 
development and Barlestone Road retained.  

- Wider buffers to the northern edge of the Site to 
accommodate wet attenuation ponds. 

- Wider buffers to the existing hedgerows and 
Harry’s Lane (c10m both sides) to incorporate 
swales etc. 

- Wider buffer to the remaining section of the 
footpath through the development area (c30m 
both sides). 

- Wider tree lined verge along the main route 
north of the road. 

• Node confirmed that the Site was a good location 
for residential development – subject to sensitive 
landscape-led design and providing links across 
Barlestone Road with the existing settlement. 

• Additional viewpoints were agreed to be included 
within the LVIA. 

January 
2024 

Dialogue between HBBC and 
DWH’s to agree the proposed 
public consultation strategy. 

• HBBC confirmed acceptance of the proposed 
public consultation and engagement strategy.  
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4.3. Engagement with the Parish Council 

4.3.1. Meetings have been held with Newbold Parish Council in relation to the Site on 4th September 2023 and 

5th February 2024. Throughout the application preparation process, the Parish Council has been kept up to 

date on DWH’s intentions to submit a planning application on the site and the proposed consultation and 

engagement strategy was discussed with the Parish at the meeting on 5th February 2024.  

4.4. The Scope, Method and Publicity of Public Consultation 

4.4.1. In preparing the public consultation event, the overarching aim was to engage with as many interested local 

stakeholders as possible. This included ensuring that the event was: well publicised locally; accessible to 

all those who wished to be involved; appropriate to the intended audience, and avoided using confusing 

terminology. 

4.4.2. An in-person public consultation and engagement event took place on 27 February 2024 in a central 

location in the village at The Pavilion, Alans Way, Newbold Verdon. This is a community building where the 

Parish Council hold their committee meetings. The event was open to the public between 13:00 - 20:00. 

4.4.3. Following confirmation from the Parish Council that the Pavilion could be used for the event, letters were 

issued via Royal Mail on 13 February 2024 to 487 addresses within the vicinity of the Site. A copy of the 

letter is shown in Appendix 1 and the distribution area in Appendix 2. Emails were also issued to local ward 

councillors and the MP, inviting them to attend. A copy of this email is provided at Appendix 3. The letter 

included brief details of the proposal with information on how to contact to obtain the consultation event 

documents if they were unavailable to attend. 

4.4.4. 10 site notices were also placed in and around the Site on 14 February 2024 to advertise the event. A copy 

of the site notice is provided at Appendix 4 and the approximate placement area of the notices in Appendix 

5.  

4.4.5. The Parish Council Clerk also shared an electronic version of the site notice advertising the event on the 

‘Newbold Verdon Neighbourhood Group’ Facebook page. 

4.4.6. The consultation boards set out the following information and a copy of the consultation boards are provided 

at Appendix 6. 

• A brief overview of the proposal;  

• Information about David Wilson Homes East Midlands;  

• The location of the development; 

• The planning policy position and principle of development; 

• Surrounding context of the site;  

• Design opportunities;  
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• Indicative Masterplan of the proposal; 

• The proposed vehicular and pedestrian / cycle access points; 

• The potential improvements to green infrastructure; 

• Development benefits to the local community 

• Next steps including submission, determination and construction timescales  

• Instructions to provide feedback 

 

4.4.7. Feedback forms were provided to allow those who attended to provide comments on the proposals. These 

consisted of a short questionnaire and the opportunity to write additional comments at the end of the form. 

This was designed to encourage respondents to share their detailed and broad ranging views on the 

proposed development and their knowledge of the Site. A copy of the feedback form is provided at Appendix 

7. 

4.4.8. In addition to the feedback forms provided at the in-person consultation event on 27th February 2024, 

respondents were also provided the opportunity to post or email their comments to Savills by the 3rd March 

2024 if there were any consultees who could not attend the public consultation event or did not want to fill 

out the form on the day.  

4.5. Further Consultation 

4.5.1. Whilst the consultation event and discussions held to date have provided useful feedback on the outline 

proposals, it is important to emphasise that this does not represent the end of the community consultation 

process. HBBC will undertake its own statutory public consultation on the proposals following the validation 

of the outline planning application. 

4.5.2. Community consultation is viewed by DWH as a continuous process and engagement with stakeholders 

can continue throughout the determination period if required.  
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5. Public Consultation Event Responses and Feedback 
5.1. Results Overview 

5.1.1. This section summarises the feedback received via the public consultation event response slips as well as 

the in-person discussions which took place. 

5.2. Event Attendance  

5.2.1. A total of 218 people registered their attendance at the event via a sign-in sheet at the entrance to the 

venue. The true number of attendees was higher than this, due to some visitors electing not to sign in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.3. Feedback 

5.3.1. A total of 150 feedback forms were received, 142 during the in-person consultation event and 8 were 

received by email in the days following.  

Comments 

 

5.3.2. Feedback forms provided an opportunity for respondents to provide comments relating to specific topics 

regarding the proposed development. Ten graded response questions were included to enable respondents 

to indicate their level of support for the proposed development along with supporting comments. In addition, 

an open ended comments box was provided to allow respondents to express their detailed views on the 

proposals.  
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5.3.3. The following questions were included on the feedback form (a copy of which is included in Appendix 7): 

Question 1. What is your interest in the Site? (e.g. Local Resident / business owner / employed 

locally or other) 

Question 2. Please consider the following statements and then indicate your level of agreement 

using the following scoring ( 1 = Strongly disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Agree, 5 = 

Strongly Agree)     

A) Newbold Verdon represents a sustainable location for new housing development to help meet the 

identified housing need of Hinckley and Bosworth and Leicestershire Housing Market Area.  

B) Newbold Verdon is considered to be an ideal housing location for families. 

C) Newbold Verdon is considered to be an ideal housing location for first time buyers.  

D) The most appropriate access point should be taken from Barlestone Road.  

E) The density of dwellings proposed across the site is appropriate.  

F) Affordable housing should be included as part of the development.  

G) The site should provide a financial contribution towards primary and secondary level education.  

H) The proposed provision of the cemetery is supported.  

I) The amount and type of public open space is appropriate to meet the needs of the community.  

J) The proposal should retain the existing public rights of way.    

 

Question 3. Please provide any other comments you wish to make in the box below.                                                                                               

 

5.4. Questionnaire Feedback    

Question 1 

5.4.1. Of the 150 responses, 148 responses were from local residents and 2 responses were from business 

owners. There were no responses noted from local councillors although we are aware that a number of 

Parish Councillors attended the event as well as the Leicestershire County Councillor for Newbold Verdon.  

Question 2 

 

5.4.2. Not all respondents provided a response to each of the questions on the feedback form. However, the 

comments which were received are summarised in the section below.  

A. Newbold Verdon represents a sustainable location for new housing development to help 

meet the identified housing need of Hinckley and Bosworth and Leicestershire Housing 

Market Area 

 



 

 

Statement of Stakeholder and Community Consultation and 

Engagement 

Land at Barlestone Road, Newbold Verdon 

 

 

David Wilson Homes East Midlands  November 2024  10 

5.4.3. A breakdown of the graded responses to Question A are set out in the chart below.  

 

 

5.4.4. Out of the 139 responses to this question, the majority consider that the Site is not within a sustainable 

location (71% strongly disagreed and 15% disagreed). 14% of respondents were either neutral or agreed / 

strongly agreed with Statement A.  

5.4.5. Given the Site’s proximity to existing public transport and pedestrian links as well as Newbold Verdon 

Village Centre, which contains shops, services and facilities, it is considered by DWH that Newbold Verdon 

is a sustainable and accessible location for new housing development and we venture this response was 

in the context of localism and not wanting any further development.  
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3
2%

4
3%

A - Newbold Verdon represents a sustainable location for new housing 
development to help meet the identified housing need of Hinckley and 

Bosworth and Leicestershire Housing Market Area

Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree



 

 

Statement of Stakeholder and Community Consultation and 

Engagement 

Land at Barlestone Road, Newbold Verdon 

 

 

David Wilson Homes East Midlands  November 2024  11 

 

B. Newbold Verdon is considered to be an ideal housing location for families. 

 

5.4.6. A breakdown of the graded responses to Question B are set out in the chart below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.4.7. There were mixed responses to Statement B, whilst 42% of respondents strongly disagreed, 43% of 

respondents strongly agreed / agreed or were neutral. Those who disagreed with this statement felt that 

additional family homes would result in additional pressure on local services such as education and 

healthcare.  

5.4.8. DWH considers that Newbold Verdon is well served by a range of services and facilities that make it a 

suitable location to bring forward additional housing for families. Statutory consultees such as the NHS 

Trust and the Local Education Authority will be consulted once the outline application has been submitted 

and they will confirm whether financial contributions towards local infrastructure improvements are required. 

The proposed development will now also be providing safeguarded land for the medical centre relocation. 

A letter of support has been appended to the Planning Statement from the Practice.     
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C. Newbold Verdon is considered to be an ideal housing location for first time buyers. 

 

5.4.9. A breakdown of the graded responses to Question C are set out in the chart below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.4.10. The majority of respondents strongly disagreed / disagreed with this statement (70%). Given the lack of 

five year housing land supply within the Borough, there is an evidenced need for market and affordable 

housing, including homes for first time buyers. The proposed development will be delivering 40% affordable 

housing (up to 96 dwellings) in accordance with the adopted policy requirements (Policy 15 of the adopted 

Core Strategy) and 25% of the affordable dwellings are expected to be First Homes. The final affordable 

housing tenure mix will be confirmed as part of the Reserved Matters application. 
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C - Newbold Verdon is considered to be an ideal housing location for first 
time buyers
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D. The most appropriate access point should be taken from Barlestone Road.  

5.4.11. A breakdown of the graded responses to Question D are set out in the chart below.  

 

5.4.12. The majority of respondents do not consider the most appropriate access point to be taken from Barlestone 

Road (66% of respondents strongly disagreed or disagreed with Statement D). 34% of respondents were 

either neutral or agreed / strongly agreed with Statement D.  

5.4.13. Those who disagreed that Barlestone Road is an appropriate access raised concerns that an access point 

on Barlestone Road would be unsafe and would cause congestion in Newbold Verdon village. The 

submitted Transport Assessment has assessed the use of Barlestone Road as the main vehicular access 

point and considers that it is suitable. The outline application is also proposing to deliver a number of 

pedestrian / cycle crossing points along Barlestone Road. Dialogue is ongoing with Leicestershire County 

Council Highways on the proposals.  
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E. The density of dwellings proposed across the site is appropriate. 

 

5.4.14. A breakdown of the graded responses to Question E are set out in the chart below. 

 

5.4.15. Similarly, the majority of people strongly disagreed / disagreed with Statement E (79%). The final housing 

mix and density will be determined at reserved matters stage however the Illustrative Masterplan has tested 

the potential delivery of up to 240 dwellings. The average residential density proposed across the site is 

around 35 dwellings per hectare (depth) and this is in accordance with policy 16 of the Adopted Core 

Strategy 2009 which seeks a minimum density of 30dph in the rural area. 
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F. Affordable housing should be included as part of the development 

 

5.4.14. A breakdown of the graded responses to Question F are set out in the chart below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.1.15. There were mixed responses to Statement F. Although 48% of respondents strongly disagreed or disagreed 

that affordable housing should be included as part of the development, 52% of respondents strongly agreed, 

agreed or were neutral. There is an identified local housing need in the Borough and feedback received from 

pre-application discussions with the Council highlighted that the provision of affordable housing will likely be 

a significant benefit of the development. The proposed development will contribute towards the provision of 

a variety of affordable housing types with the tenure mix to be confirmed as part of a reserved matters 

application.  
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G. The site should provide a financial contribution towards primary and secondary level 

education 

 

5.4.16. A breakdown of the graded responses to Question G are set out in the chart below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.4.17. The majority of respondents strongly agreed or agreed that the development of the site should provide a 

financial contribution towards primary and secondary level education (63%). Comments received from 

respondents have highlighted concerns regarding the capacity of the local primary school and requested a 

financial contribution towards local education. The pre-application response from HBBC confirms that a 

financial contribution towards primary, secondary and SEN education is likely to be requested.  
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H. The proposed provision of the cemetery is supported.  

5.4.18. A breakdown of the graded responses to Question H are set out in the chart below.  

 

5.4.19. The majority (52%) of respondents to this question strongly agreed / agreed or were neutral that the 

provision of the cemetery is supported. The provision of a cemetery has been proposed to meet a need 

identified by the Parish Council in their emerging Neighbourhood Plan (Regulation 14 October 2021) and 

on page 82 of the HBBC Core Strategy and it is envisioned that this will be a benefit of the development to 

the local community.  

5.4.20. Those who disagreed with Statement H highlighted that insufficient provision has been made for parking at 

the cemetery.  The level of parking provision will be agreed with HBBC and the Highways Authority as part 

of any future Reserved Matters application for the cemetery however the size of the site itself is considered 

appropriate in the context of a local study conducted by Savills into the provision of cemeteries in the local 

area.  
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I. The amount and type of public open space is appropriate to meet the needs of the 

community. 

 

5.4.21. A breakdown of the graded responses to Question I are set out in the chart below. 

 

5.4.22. The majority of respondents strongly disagreed with the amount and type of public open space being 

appropriate to meet the needs of the community (61%).  Those who strongly disagreed with this statement 

raised concerns regarding the ongoing maintenance and upkeep of the public open space as well as a 

general disagreement with the development of fields.  

5.4.23. The proposals provide approximately 5.87 hectares of public open space in a range of typologies, including 

amenity space, play spaces and cemetery which is significantly more than what is required under adopted 

policy. The public open space and attenuation ponds will be managed by a management company paid for 

by future residents of the scheme.   
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J. The proposal should retain the existing public rights of way 

 

5.4.24. A breakdown of the graded responses to Question J are set out in the chart below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.4.25. The majority of people strongly agreed or agreed that the proposal should retain the existing public rights 

of way (76%). Comments from these respondents highlighted that the existing public rights of way are used 

frequently and popular amongst the local community. The existing public rights of way will be retained as 

part of the proposed development and crossing points along Barlestone Road will also be provided to 

provide safe crossing points for pedestrians and cyclists.  
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Question 3 

 

5.4.26. The written feedback was broad ranging and a number of issues were raised. The issues raised are 

summarised below along with a response from DWH and their technical team .   

Comments Received DWH Response 

Infrastructure Capacity 

Lack of facilities within Newbold 
Verdon to support additional 
dwellings.  

Newbold Verdon is a sustainable and accessible location with a 
variety of shops, services and facilities. The Site is within 
walking distance of Newbold Verdon Village Centre with a range 
of facilities. Financial Contributions towards improvements to 
existing services will be provided as part of the S106 Agreement 
(e.g. education).  

Newbold Verdon Medical Practice is 
already at capacity and could not 
cope with additional residents in the 
village.  

The Newbold Verdon Medical Practice is located immediately 
adjacent to the Site. As a result of feedback from the 
consultation event, the proposed development will now include 
land safeguarded for the relocation of the healthcare facilities in 
Newbold Verdon. A letter of support has been received from The 
Medical Practice (Appendix 5 of The Planning Statement).  

Newbold Verdon Primary School is 
at capacity already and could not 
cope with additional residents in the 
village.  

Statutory consultees such as the Education Authority will be 
consulted once the Application is submitted. It is expected that 
financial contributions will be required as part of the proposed 
development. DWH have commissioned an independent review 
into school capacity which determines that the Primary School 
has the available area to expand to serve new pupils, or the 
available capacity in the event of no other committed 
developments.  

There is no need for a cemetery in 
the village.  

The need for a cemetery is identified in Policy 11 of the Core 
Strategy DPD 2009 and has been identified by the Parish 
Council in the emerging Neighbourhood Plan as the existing 
cemetery is close to capacity.   

The money from a financial 
contribution will not help services in 
the village.  

Statutory consultees such as NHS Trust, CCG and Education 
Authority will be consulted once the Application is submitted. 
They will confirm if financial contributions are required in order 
to mitigate the impact of development on essential services.  

There are limited facilities in the 
village for young people.  

The proposal will provide two additional play areas for young 
people.  

There are no provisions for the 
developer to provide direct funding 
to infrastructure in the village such 
as the doctors or school.  

Statutory consultees such as NHS Trust, CCG and Education 
Authority will be consulted once the Application is submitted. 
They will confirm if financial contributions are required in order 
to mitigate the impact of development on these essential 
services. The S106 monies should be used by the authority to 
directly mitigate the proposed development and projects 
identified within the S106 Agreement.  
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A convenience store on the site 
would help to reduce the impulse to 
travel to the village centre where 
limited parking is available.  

A shop is not being proposed as there are existing shops in the 
village. Pedestrian and cycle improvements are being proposed 
to encourage people to walk to the village. 
 
 
 
 

Highways and Access 

The proposed vehicular access 
point off Barlestone Road is unsafe.  

A Transport Assessment has been submitted with the 
application to demonstrate that the proposed access is suitable 
and safe which includes a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit. 

There is a lack of parking facilities 
provided for the cemetery.  

The land safeguarded for a cemetery is expected to include 
parking facilities. The exact layout and number of spaces will be 
confirmed for any future Reserved Matters application for the 
cemetery.  

There is insufficient parking in the 
village centre.  

The Site is within walking distance of Newbold Verdon Village 
Centre. The proposed development is being designed in order 
to encourage residents to walk and cycle to the existing facilities 
in the site. The submitted Travel Plan sets out proposals on how 
travel by sustainable transport modes will be encouraged.  

The roads around the development 
(particularly Barlestone Road and 
Dragon Lane) are already busy. 
More cars on the road will make it 
dangerous.  

The capacity of the existing highway has been assessed within 
the submitted Transport Assessment. There is ongoing 
engagement with the Local Highways Authority in order to feed 
into the County’s highways model and assess the impact of the 
development on existing junctions and agree appropriate 
mitigation where required.  

All traffic in and out of the 
development will have to go along 
Barlestone Road which will make 
this road too congested and busy.  

As stated above, DWH is engaging with the Highways Authority 
to assess the development’s impact on the local highway 
network. The application proposes a number of improvements 
to Barlestone Road (cross points and lowering the speed limit to 
30mph, subject to a TRO to follow the application) which will 
assist slowing traffic on Barlestone Road. The benefit of direct 
movements onto Barlestone Road ensures a reduced impact 
within the village centre. 

The speed limit on Barlestone Road 
should be reduced.  

The proposed development seeks to reduce the speed limit on 
Barlestone Road from 40mph to 30mph.  This will need to be 
agreed with the Local Highways Authority and will be subject to 
a Traffic Regulation Order in due course. 

The Bus route 159 no longer runs 
and the remaining buses only run 
once an hour.  

This is noted. DWH is engaging with the Local Highways 
Authority to agree potential improvements to bus services. This 
is likely to take the form of a contribution which when combined 
with other developments and collective funding, could facilitate 
the re-instatement of this service or similar provision.  

Are traffic lights at proposed 
vehicular access enough to make 
this safe?  

The vehicular access point has been designed in accordance 
with the Local Highway Authority’s design guide. A T-junction 
with right turn lane is considered to be the most appropriate 
junction type. 

There should be bollards along 
public right of ways across site to 
stop vehicles using these.  

There will be schemes put in place to stop vehicular access on 
to the PRoWs and proposed public open space. These will be 
confirmed at Reserved Matters application stage.   
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There needs to be a safer crossing 
across Barlestone Road to Dragon 
Lane and Mill Lane.  

The proposals will incorporate a new toucan crossing to provide 
safe access for pedestrians and cycles across Barlestone Road. 
Footway improvements between the crossing and Dragon Lane 
will be provided on the southern side and a pedestrian/cycleway 
will be provided on the northern side between the existing PRoW 
and site access. Crossing points as part of the Newbold Verdon 
Equestrian Centre and proposed site access will be provided. 

The development will enhance the 
pedestrian links to nearby services.  

The proposed development is being designed in order to 
encourage residents to walk to the existing facilities in the site. 
The submitted Travel Plan sets out proposals on how travel by 
sustainable transport modes will be encouraged. 
 

Flooding and Drainage 

There are flooding and drainage 
issues in the village and these will 
worsen with this development.  

A Flood Risk Assessment has been undertaken to support this 
application. The Site is considered to be at low risk of flooding 
but a drainage strategy has been proposed to ensure that the 
future development will not increase flooding on site or land 
adjacent to it.  

Utilities infrastructure, such as the 
sewers, will not cope with the 
additional demand as a result of this 
development.  

The capacity of existing utilities systems have been assessed 
as part of the proposals. Further dialogue will be undertaken 
with Severn Trent Water in regards to modelling the existing 
sewer system to ensure appropriate upgrades are made to the 
existing sewer system if required.  

Loss of agricultural fields and Biodiversity 

Loss of agricultural fields and 
destroying the wildlife in these fields.  

Ecological surveys have been undertaken to establish the 
baseline ecological value of the Site and identify what protected 
species are active on the site and surrounding area. Existing 
higher ecological value habitats including hedgerows, pond and 
trees will be protected where possible and new habitats will be 
proposed (including additional tree planting, species rich 
meadow grassland, scrub/woodland planting, and orchard 
establishment). Overall, the scheme will achieve a significant 
biodiversity net gain above the mandatory 10% net gain, 
(15.37%) for which habitats will be managed and secured for 30 
years. The proposals will also include a scheme for protected 
species enhancement, including bird boxes, bat boxes, 
hedgehog holes and enhanced badger foraging and reptile 
commuting, foraging, and sheltering habitat. 

The development will result in a 
reduction of land available for the 
equestrian centre.  

The Site is currently used to graze horses. The equestrian 
centre will still be able to operate should the proposed 
development be approved. The landowner has a wider 
landholding in the area that can be used for grazing horses. 
Moreover, the equestrian centre is a private business that the 
landowner is at liberty to use/adapt as they wish.  

Concerned about hedgehogs which 
are in the fields and believe the 
development should contain 
hedgehog highways.  

Mitigation is proposed in the form of hedgehog holes in 
proposed fences to ensure hedgehogs can continue to move 
around the Site. New woody species planting including 
hedgerows and scrub/woodland will provide additional 
commuting habitat. Specific detail and measures would be 
confirmed at the Reserved Matters stage.  
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Housing 

There is no need for additional 
housing in the village as the village 
has already met it’s housing 
requirement.  

The revised Standard Method being consulted on could see 
HBBC’s minimum standard method increase from 433 dwellings 
per annum to 689 dwellings per annum. This excludes any 
contribution towards Leicester City’s shortfall. The transitional 
arrangements in the draft NPPF (Annex 1) will require new plans 
which are not at Regulation 19 stage to be produced in 
accordance with the new NPPF. Given HBBC are not expecting 
to consult on the Regulation 19 plan until early 2025, it is likely 
that the emerging plan will need to be amended to align with the 
new NPPF and standard method and therefore new residential 
sites will need to be identified in order to meet the increased 
housing needs. Subsequently, by the time this Application is 
being determined we would expect that the presumption will 
apply as HBBC’s 5YHLS figure will be worsened.  

There is a need for housing for 
elderly people in the village which 
this development should provide for.  

The proposed development will offer a proportion of bungalows 
and M4(2) housing suitable for elderly people. DWH has made 
a commitment at outline stage to deliver dwellings to meet 
elderly needs (see submitted Planning Statement). The exact 
number and mix will be decided at the reserved matters 
application stage.  

Recent developments and the 
proposed development on Brascote 
Lane, in addition to this 
development, will have a significant 
impact on the village and change the 
character of the village.  

The proposed development has been assessed based on the 
cumulative impact of the proposals with others in the village. The 
scheme will be designed to a high standard in order to 
complement to existing character of the village. Outline details 
are included within the submitted Design and Access Statement.    

How much of the housing will be 
affordable? 

The proposal will deliver 40% affordable housing (up to 96  
affordable dwellings), representing a policy-compliant position 
and making a significant contribution to the local housing need.  

Concern that development will lead 
to a spread of the village and 
eventually it will merge with Desford, 
Barlestone or Market Bosworth.  

The Applicant cannot comment on what other landowners / 
developers may propose in the future. However, the proposed 
development is considered to be well-contained by existing 
vegetation to the north, east and west. 
 

Affordable Houses are desperately 
needed for the younger generation.  

The proposal will deliver 40% affordable housing (up to 96  
affordable dwellings), representing a policy-compliant position 
and making a significant contribution to the local housing need. 
This provision will include First Homes.  

Landscape and Public Open Space 

The public footpaths will be 
inaccessible during construction 
and will not be as enjoyable to use 
once the development is built.  

As part of the proposal the existing PRoW will be retained and 
landscape buffers are proposed around the retained PRoW. 
Temporary closures during construction may be required but 
this will be discussed and agreed with the PRoW officer.  

Existing countryside views from the 
village will be badly affected.  

The design of the proposal has been landscape-led in order to 
mitigate as far as possible landscape impacts.  A full 
assessment of the impact on the landscape is included within 
the submitted LVIA.  
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The park on Dragon Lane is not big 
enough for the children in the village 
and should be improved to contain 
more facilities such as a skate park 
or football pitch. 

Two play areas are proposed on site. DWH is open to 
suggestions from the local community on what play facilities 
could potentially be offered as part of the proposed 
development. This will be confirmed at the reserved matters 
application stage. 

The development will provide more 
public areas.  

The development will provide circa 5.87 hectares of POS, 
including land for a cemetery and an orchard. 

Energy Efficiency  

Will the houses have solar panels? 
The proposed dwellings will have solar panels, subject to 
undertaking the necessary SAP calculations post-consent which 
determine the extent to which they are required. 

Minerals   

The Site has been used for mining in 
the past. 

Ground investigation surveys have been undertaken, including 
a Coal Mining Report which concludes that future underground 
mining activity is considered unlikely and mineral extraction is 
not recorded directly beneath the site or within 250m.  

 

5.5. Proposed Amendments  

5.5.16. All of the comments received have been reviewed and taken into consideration by DWH and their technical 

consultant team. All of the comments have been addressed in the submission documents that will be 

submitted in support of the outline application. Additionally, as a result of the comments received, the 

following amendments have been made to the Parameter Plans, Indicative Masterplan Layout Plan and 

submission material: 

• Land to be safeguarded for the relocation of Newbold Verdon Medical Practice has been 

proposed; 

• Red line amended to remove far eastern field and reduce the scale of the proposals; and  

• DWH’s Transport Consultants are in conversations with LCC regarding to improvements to 

the existing bus service.   
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6. Summary and Next Steps 
  

6.1.  Summary 

6.1.16. This Statement of Community Consultation and Engagement (SCCE) provides details of the pre-application 

consultation undertaken with the local community, HBBC and other key stakeholders in relation to the 

proposed development at of land off Barlestone Road, Newbold Verdon. 

6.1.17. The approach detailed in this SCCE demonstrates that the Applicant and its consultants have engaged with 

key stakeholders through a number of methods.  

6.1.18. The consultation activities have generated helpful and constructive written feedback. This feedback has 

now been analysed and taken into account as part of finalising the development proposal and the outline 

planning application. As a result of the comments received, land has now been safeguarded for Newbold 

Verdon Medical practice to relocate to a larger site.  

6.1.19. Analysis shows that the main areas of concern relate to access and the impact on highways as well as 

concern over local services (especially the health centre and primary school capacity) and infrastructure 

capacity. These issue has been considered in detail as part of the development of the proposed scheme 

and will be discussed further with statutory consultees during determination.  

6.2. Next Steps 

6.2.16. The feedback received has been taken into consideration and a response to each issue is provided in this 

SCCE. It is maintained that the scheme presented in this application addresses the comments and 

concerns raised by the local community and also addresses the advice from Council officers.  

6.2.17. It is recognised that consultation is an ongoing process. The outline application will now be the subject of 

further formal consultation with statutory consultees and the local community. Any further issues raised 

during the consideration of the application will be reviewed by the applicant and further information provided 

if necessary. 
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7. Appendices 
Appendix 1: Letter to local residents  
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Appendix 2 – Letter Distribution Area  
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Appendix 3 – Email Invitation  
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Appendix 4 – Site Notice 
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Appendix 5 – Approximate Placement Area of the Site Notices  
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Appendix 6 – Copy of consultation boards 
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Appendix 7 – Copy of Feedback Form  

 


