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NORMANDY WAY, HINCKLEY (7341)

PHASES 3&7 DISCHARGE OF CONDITIONS 14, 19 and 20
(15/00118/0UT)

INTRODUCTION

Ecology Solutions originally updated the Construction Mitigation Strategy
(CMS) to support the approved outline planning permission for Hinckley West
(hereafter referred to as the ‘site’). The original CMS was completed by RSK in
February 2015, along with an Ecological Appraisal (June 2014), which was
supported by a range of habitat and protected species surveys since 2014. The
initial consent for the development was granted in May 2018 (15/00188/0OUT).

Ecology Solutions submitted an updated Construction Mitigation Strategy
(CMS) in May 2017 for the proposed development. The CMS has since been
accepted by the council and this report references and updates those
previously agreed mitigation measures. Since 2017, Ecology Solutions has
completed a number of updated surveys, as detailed below.

Conditions 14, 19 and 20 of the outline planning consent (15/00188/0OUT)
relate to ecology. Ecology Solutions subsequently produced a document to
discharge conditions 14, 19 and 20 for Phases 1 and 2 in July 2020.

This document seeks to provide the required information to facilitate the
discharge of conditions 14, 19 and 20 for Phases 3 and 7 (see Appendix 1 for
phase locations).

WATER VOLE MITIGATION STRATEGY
Condition 14

“No development shall commence on site until a Water Vole Mitigation
Strategy, based on the principles outlined on the Water Vole Habitat Strategy
Plan Dwg No DE155 006, has been submitted to and agreed in writing by the
Local Planning Authority. The submitted details shall include a phased
programme of mitigation works relative to the build programme of the
development. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the
approved scheme.”

The proposed development is split into 8 phases (see Appendix 1). Phases 1
and 2 have been granted full planning permission (18/00563/REM) and are
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under construction. The features included in the Water Vole Habitat Strategy,
which include the large attenuation area / ecological area in the south of the
wider site, is under construction as part of Phases 1 and 2. The ecological area
includes native scrub, native woodland planting, wetland meadows and
wildflower meadows. The ecological area also includes the protected Water
Vole corridor which retains the existing stream and ensures it is buffered from
the proposed development and associated recreational activity. As a whole,
this area will create new opportunities for Water Voles and a range of wildlife.
In addition, the attenuation feature and wildflower grassland created within
Phase 7 within close proximity to the stream will offer further opportunities for
Water Vole post-development.

Further detail of the supporting surveys and proposals is set out below.
Survey Methodology

Ecology Solutions undertook specific surveys for Water Vole in the site in May
2017, September 2019, March 2020 and May 2020. Prior surveys were
conducted by RSK in 2014.

The survey work carried out involved careful searching along the banks of
suitable water habitat within the site, using the standard methodology as
advocated within The Water Vole Mitigation Handbook (2016') and
recommended by Natural England. Access was possible to both sides of the
bank and a thorough search was possible to complete.

The basis of the surveys undertaken was to determine the presence / absence,
and where necessary distribution and abundance, of Water Voles within the
watercourses within the site through the detection of signs such as burrows,
feeding stations, latrines, faeces, lawns, footprints, and potentially from
sightings of the animals themselves.

The surveys also allowed an assessment of the suitability of the existing
habitats present to support Water Voles, to be undertaken.

Survey Results

In 2014 RSK recorded evidence of Water Vole in the form of feeding remains
and latrines in eight distinct locations along the southern section of the stream
within the site. It is understood that subsequent surveys by RSK did not identify
any evidence of Water Vole, but no detail of these surveys is available. Updated
surveys undertaken by Ecology Solutions between 2017 and 2020 have
subsequently not found any evidence of Water Vole within the site.
Nonetheless, the applicant still proposes to provide the habitat enhancements
for this species which may allow future site colonisation.

Mitigation and Enhancement

Legislation. The Water Vole received limited legal protection in April 1998
through its inclusion in Schedule 5 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as

1 Dean, M., Strachan, R., Gow, D. and Andrews, R (2016). The Water Vole Mitigation Handbook (The
Mammal Society Mitigation Guidance Series). Eds Fiona Mathews and Paul Chanin. The Mammal
Society, London.
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amended) for some offences. This protection was extended on the 6th April
2008, so the Water Vole is now fully protected under Section 9.
Legal protection makes it an offence to:

¢ Intentionally Kill, injure or take (capture) a Water Vole;

e Possess or control a live or dead Water Vole, or any part of a Water Vole;

e Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access to any
structure or place which Water Voles use for shelter or protection or
disturb Water Voles while they are using such a place; and

e Sell, offer for sale or advertise for live or dead Water Voles.

The law only applies to wild animals, so the possession of captive-bred Voles
is not an offence.

Licences are available from Natural England to allow activities that would
otherwise be offences for:

e Scientific or educational purposes;

e The purpose of ringing or marking;

e Conserving wild animals or introducing them to particular areas;

¢ Preserving public health or public safety;

e Preventing the spread of disease; and

e Preventing serious damage to any form of property or to fisheries.
There is no provision under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 for licensing
what would otherwise be offences for the purpose of development,
maintenance or land management. Such activities must be covered by the
defence in the Act that permits otherwise illegal actions if they are the incidental
result of a lawful operation and could not reasonably be avoided (s.10(3)(c)).

If the development or maintenance work proposed would impact upon Water
Voles and the impacts cannot reasonably be avoided (i.e. as far as is
reasonable, appropriate action has been taken to safeguard the animals and
the places they use for shelter and protection), then the developer will need to
rely on the incidental result defence having made a judgement as to whether
his actions are covered by that provision. Ultimately only a court can decide
what is reasonable and to what extent adverse impacts might have been
reasonably avoided in any set of circumstances.

Given the lack of any current evidence of Water Vole it is not necessary to
conduct the measures below under licence unless any further evidence of this
species is identified. Nonetheless, the principles of the original strategy will be
carried out to ensure any risks are minimised.

Protective Measures

Protective fencing has been installed and will be maintained around the stream
during construction (see Plan ECO1 and Appendix 2). The fencing will ensure
the stream is not impacted by any construction activity thus removing the risk
of impacting Water Voles, if present. Fencing will remain in place until
construction activity has been completed within close vicinity to the stream. A
small section of the stream will not have fencing adjacent, although it will be
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protected by the fencing that surrounds the ecology area, which will ensure it
is protected during construction.

The stream will be retained and buffered from the proposed development with
native scrub and tree planting. Bridges for roads will be constructed over parts
of the stream.

Where impacts to the stream are required in any given phase, the stream will
be checked in advance by a suitably qualified ecologist for the presence of
Water Voles. If any burrows are discovered or works are deemed to potential
impact Water Voles, all works within a 20m buffer area will cease until a Natural
England licence is obtained. Works that may require a licence include the
stream crossings and other works within 6m of the stream or any resting place
used by a Water Vole. Should no evidence of Water Voles be recorded, a
precautionary watching brief will still be undertaken.

During the watching brief, the banks of the stream will be strimmed by hand
down to ground level and will be checked by a suitably qualified ecologist for
the presence of any Water Vole burrows. Should any burrows be recorded
during these works, a licence from Natural England may be required before
works can commence.

Protected Water Vole Corridor

As detailed on the Water Vole Habitat Strategy Plan (DE155 006 — see
Appendix 3) the existing stream will be protected as a Water Vole corridor with
a minimum 6m wide buffer and will include additional native scrub planting and
wildflower meadow grassland. The southeastern boundary of Phase 7 forms
part of this corridor and is to be sown with wildflower grassland and will be
managed specifically for Water Voles (see Appendix 4 for detailed planting).

The Water Vole corridor will be enhanced through the removal of scrub to
encourage foodplant and marginal vegetation.

Future cutting of bank-side vegetation as part of the ongoing management shall
only be undertaken when necessary to prevent corridor silting-up, or where
scrub removal is required. Where practicable, occasional stands of scrub will
be retained to provide the Water Voles with cover from predators and as a
winter food resource.

The vegetation along the stream will be subject to sensitive management with
limited cutting only being undertaken in the early spring (15" February to 31%
March) and with only one side of the stream banks being cut every year with
due regard to any other protected species considerations. Cutting shall not be
lower than 15cm in height. Metal blade strimmers shall be used, rather than
heavy machinery. Scrub shall be managed to retain discrete blocks which do
not overshadow the water’s surface.

If de-weeding of the corridor is necessary following enhancement works, it shall
be carried out on an ‘as required’ basis in early to mid-March (at a time when
Water Vole populations are naturally low). Weed clearance will be undertaken
with a long reach digger and will only involve the clearance of in-channel
vegetation leaving the banks un-impacted. Works will be carried out in an
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upstream direction from one bank only in any one rotation. This process will
allow dislodged plant matter to root on newly exposed banks.

Where management is required, contractors will walk the entire length of the
ditches to check for, mark and subsequently avoid any significant
concentrations of Water Vole burrows. Advice will be sought from a suitably
qualified ecologist as appropriate, and a Natural England licence may be
required if Water Vole presence is identified.

Bank-side vegetation will be left to grow naturally at all other times, to provide
cover and a food source for Water Vole.

The creation of an attenuation feature within the east of Phase 7, as well as
extensive additional planting and the creation of permanent ponds within the
ecological areas in the wider site will provide additional enhanced opportunities
for Water Vole and will encourage Water Voles to recolonise the site.

The areas of wildflower meadow adjacent to the existing stream and created
wetland / pond areas will be cut once a year with only 50% of the area being
cut to provide maintain suitable habitat for Water Voles all year round.

The ecological area in the wider site will include unplanted wet channels and
existing scrub will be removed from the stream to encourage food plants. As
part of the attenuation features the southern banks will be steeper to provide
suitable borrowing opportunities and stock fencing will be installed around the
perimeter of the attenuation features to discourage access by the public and
dogs.

Any vegetation management required within the ecological area will be carried
out sensitively and by hand, with due regard had to the presence of Water Vole
along the banks. The vegetation along the ponds will be subject to sensitive
management with limited cutting only being undertaken in the early spring (15%
February to 31 March) and with only one side of the stream banks being cut
every year with due regard to any other protected species considerations.
Cutting shall not be lower than 15¢cm in height. Metal blade strimmers shall be
used, rather than heavy machinery. Scrub shall be managed to retain discrete
blocks which do not overshadow the water’s surface.

UPDATED SURVEYS
Condition 19

“No development shall commence, in any phase, unless and until a schedule
of re-surveys and/or re-assessment of ecological plans and assessment for
that phase is submitted to and agree in writing”

Condition 20

“No development shall commence, in any phase, unless and until such time as
the re-survey and/or re-assessment of ecological plans and assessment as
identified in condition 19 are submitted to and approved in writing by the local
planning authority. The development shall be carried out in accordance with
the approved survey/assessments and any identified mitigation measures.”
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Habitat Survey Methodology

Updated habitat surveys were carried out in September 2019, between March
2020 and June 2020 and in February 2022 in order to determine if any habitats
within site had materially changed since the previous surveys.

Faunal Survey Methodology

Obvious faunal activity, such as birds or mammals observed visually or by call
during the course of the surveys, was recorded. Specific attention was paid to
any potential use of the site by protected species, species of principal
importance (priority species), or other notable species.

In addition to general observations of faunal activity, specific surveys were
undertaken for Badgers and bats and Water Voles (latter as already detailed
above).

Experienced ecologists undertook the faunal surveys with regard to established
best practice and guidance issued by Natural England. Details of the
methodologies employed are given below.

Badgers. Specific surveys were undertaken within the site, to search for
evidence of Badgers in August 2019, between March 2020 and June 2020 and
in February 2022. Such surveys comprise two main elements. The first of these
is a thorough search for evidence of Badger setts. If any setts are encountered
each sett entrance is noted and plotted even if the entrance appeared disused.
The following information is recorded:

0] The number and location of any well used or very active entrances;
these are clear from any debris or vegetation and are obviously in
regular use and may, or may not, have been excavated recently.

(i) The number and location of any inactive entrances; these are not in
regular use and have debris such as leaves and twigs in the entrance
or have plants growing in or around the edge of the entrance.

(iii) The number of any disused entrances; these have not been in use for
some time, are partly or completely blocked and cannot be used without
considerable clearance. If the entrance has been disused for some time
all that may be visible is a depression in the ground where the hole used
to be and the remains of the spoil heap.

Secondly, Badger activity such as well-worn paths and run-throughs, snagged
hair, footprints, latrines and foraging signs are recorded so as to build up a
picture of the use of the site, if any, by Badgers.
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issued by Natural England?, the Joint Nature Conservation Committee® and the
Bat Conservation Trust®.

Tree Assessment

All trees within and immediately adjacent to the site were subject to an updated
assessment for their potential use by bats in August 2019, March 2020 and
February 2022. Ladders, binoculars and an endoscope were used where
necessary. For a tree to be classified as having some potential for roosting bats
it must usually have one or more of the following characteristics:

Obvious holes, e.g. rot holes and old woodpecker holes;

Dark staining on the tree below a hole;

Tiny scratch marks around a hole from bats’ claws;

Cauvities, splits and / or loose bark from broken or fallen branches, lightning
strikes etc; and / or

e Very dense covering of mature Ivy Hedera helix over the trunk.

Habitat Overview

The arable habitats have become disused and have recolonised with ruderal
species, however the habitat is subject to management through cutting. No
other material changes to habitats were recorded during the February 2022
survey (see Plan ECO4).

Habitat Mitigation and Enhancements

As an enhancement, areas of wildflower meadow will be created along the
northeastern and northwestern boundaries of Phase 3 (see Appendix 5), as
well as the northwestern and southeastern boundaries of Phase 7 and
surrounding the attenuation feature (see Appendix 4). Areas of wildflower
grassland are also provided throughout the wider site. This habitat will provide
value and opportunities for a range of wildlife and represent an enhancement
over the existing situation.

Extensive areas of new tree planting, including fruit-bearing species is
proposed within Phases 3 and 7, as well as the wider site, which will more than
compensate for minor losses to trees that occur. This new planting will increase
opportunities for biodiversity across the site and improve connectivity to the
wider area.

Losses to small areas of the hedgerow is proposed within Phase 7. Extensive
new native hedgerow planting is to take place site-wide, including within Phase
3, which will more than offset proposed losses. In addition, retained hedgerows
will be subject to bolster planting where necessary in order to improve their
structure and provide an enhancement over the existing situation.

2 Mitchell-Jones, A. J. (2004). Bat Mitigation Guidelines. English Nature, Peterborough.

3 Mitchell-Jones, A.J. & McLeish, A.P. (2004). Bat Workers’ Manual. 3rd edition. Joint Nature
Conservation Committee, Peterborough.

4 Bat Conservation Trust (2016). Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologist — Good Practice Guidelines. 3rd
Edition. Bat Conservation Trust, London.
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incorporating native species of local provenance. The attenuation pond will be
managed to increase biodiversity, where appropriate, which will represent a
biodiversity enhancement over the current situation.

Faunal Species Overview
Bats

Legislation. All bats are protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and included on Schedule 2 of the
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (‘the Habitats
Regulations”). These include provisions making it an offence to:

e Deliberately Kkill, injure or take (capture) bats;

e Deliberately disturb bats in such a way as to be likely to significantly
affect:-

(i) the ability of any significant group of bats to survive, breed or rear or
nurture their young; or to hibernate; or

(i) to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the
species concerned;

e Damage or destroy any breeding or resting place used by bats;

¢ Intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any place used by bats
for shelter or protection (even if bats are not in residence).

Licences can be granted for development purposes by an ‘appropriate
authority’ under Regulation 55 (e) of the Habitats Regulations. In England, the
‘appropriate authority’ is Natural England (the government’s statutory advisors
on nature conservation). European Protected Species licences permit activities
that would otherwise be considered an offence.

In accordance with the Habitats Regulations the licensing authority (Natural
England) must apply the three derogation tests as part of the process of
considering a licence application. These tests are that:

1. The activity to be licensed must be for imperative reasons of
overriding public interest or for public health and safety;

2. There must be no satisfactory alternative; and

3.  The favourable conservation status of the species concerned must
be maintained.

Licences can usually only be granted if the development is in receipt of full
planning permission (and relevant conditions, if any, discharged).

Site Assessment. A total of 18 trees within the site were recorded to have low
potential to support roosting bats by Ecology Solutions. Two of these trees lie
along the northwestern boundary of Phase 7, while one bat potential tree lies
along the northwestern boundary of Phase 3 (see plan ECO4 attached).

Mitigation and Enhancements. The habitats are generally of low suitability
for bats and the majority of suitable bat habitat will be retained as part of the
proposed development.
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proposed development. Each tree will be subject to root protection fencing,
which will protect the trees during construction.

The majority of the hedgerows are being retained site-wide as part of the
proposals, although some losses will occur within Phase 7. As highlighted
above, compensatory planting will take place to replace any losses that occur
and will utilise native species, which will help to maintain opportunities for bats
post-development.

A sympathetic lighting regime associated with the new proposals will minimise
light spillage into key areas, such as the retained trees and hedgerows within
the site, and suitable adjacent habitat, which would maintain foraging and
navigational opportunities in these areas in the form of ‘dark corridors’. It is
recommended that the use of warm-white LED lights, which produce less light
spillage than other types of lighting and have low / no UV content, or UV -filtered
lights should be considered to reduce the light spillage on existing bat flight
lines. In addition, the spillage of the light can be reduced further through use of
low-level lights and the employment of lighting ‘hoods’ which will direct light
below the horizontal plane, preferably at an angle less than 70 degrees.

The creation of new habitats of greater value to bats, e.g. wildflower meadow,
attenuation features and the extensive areas of new landscape and woodland
planting within the wider site will more than offset the minor losses of foraging
habitat of low importance, will enhance the foraging opportunities available to
bats and will also improve connectivity within the site and to the wider area.

A total of 7 Schwegler bat boxes are to be provided as part of each phase. The
proposed locations of these bat boxes for Phases 3 and 7 are shown on Plan
ECO2 and Plan ECO3 respectively.

Badgers

Legislation. The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 consolidates the previous
Badgers Acts of 1973 and 1991. The legislation aims to protect the species
from persecution, rather than being a response to an unfavourable
conservation status, as the species is in fact common over most of Britain, with
particularly high populations in the southwest.

As well as protecting the animal itself, the 1992 Act also makes the intentional
or reckless destruction, damage or obstruction of a Badger sett an offence. A
sett is defined as “any structure or place which displays signs indicating current
use by a Badger™. “Current use” of a Badger sett is defined by Natural England
as “how long it takes the signs to disappear”, or more precisely, to appear so
old as to not indicate “current use”.

In addition, the intentional elimination of sufficient foraging area to support a
known social group of Badgers may, in certain circumstances, be construed as
an offence by constituting ‘cruel ill treatment’ of a Badger.

Site Assessment. An annexe Badger sett was identified within the hedgerow
located along the west of Phase 3 in 2020 and was subsequently subject to a

5 Protection of Badgers Act 1992 (as amended). Guidance on ‘Current Use’ in the definition of a Badger
Sett http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife
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closure exercise as part of a Natural England licence. As part of the licence,
the sett was closed by hand and mechanical means in November 2020.

During the February 2022 survey, two new mammal entrances had been
excavated within the vicinity of the former annexe sett (see Plan ECO4).

Mitigation and Enhancements. Trail cameras have been deployed and the
entrances will be monitored for potential use by Badgers. In the event that
Badgers are recorded utilising these mammal entrances, prior to construction,
a 30m buffer with Heras fencing will be installed around the Badger sett to
protect the sett from construction activity.

If recorded as an active sett, a licence will be obtained from Natural England to
close the sett in order to facilitate the proposed construction works within 30m
of the Badger sett. The earliest this closure exercise could be undertaken would
now be July 2022. If any construction works are within 30m of the sett prior to
its closure, these will first be discussed with an ecologist to determine if a
licence is required for the works.

Prior to any construction works within a new phase of development, if more
than 6 months elapses from the time of the most recent Badger surveys, then
an updated check for any evidence of Badgers will be conducted within the site.
Should any new setts be discovered within the site that would be impacted by
the development, then an appropriate strategy for mitigation will be devised
and a licence secured from Natural England if necessary.

To ensure that no impacts occur to Badgers during any construction activities
all contractors working on the site should be briefed regarding the potential
presence of Badgers.

Any trenches or deep pits within the site that are to be left open overnight
should be covered or provided with a means of escape should a Badger enter.
This could simply be in the form of a roughened plank of wood placed in the
trench as a ramp to the surface.

Any trenches or pits should be inspected each morning to ensure no Badgers
have become trapped overnight. Should a Badger become trapped in a trench
it will likely attempt to dig itself into the side of the trench, forming a temporary
sett. Should a trapped Badger be encountered Ecology Solutions or another
suitably qualified ecologist should be contacted immediately for further advice.

The storage of topsoil or other ‘soft’ building materials on site should be given
careful consideration. Badgers could adopt such mounds as setts, which would
then be afforded the same protection as established setts. Such mounds
should be regularly inspected to check for use by Badgers.

The proposed development maintains commuting opportunities by retaining the
majority of the hedgerows and the creation of open space will continue to
provide foraging opportunities for this species. It is recommended that berry
producing species are utilised to enhance seasonal foraging for Badgers and
other wildlife.

10
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enhance opportunities for Badgers and will include species that could be
utilised as a food source by Badgers, such as fruit-bearing tree species.

Birds

Legislation. Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
is concerned with the protection of wild birds, whilst Schedule 1 lists species
that are protected by special penalties. All species of birds receive general
protection whilst nesting.

Site Usage. The majority of species recorded within the site during surveys
undertaken were common and widespread. It is considered that the hedgerow,
and trees within the site offer suitable nesting and foraging opportunities for
birds, while the grassland field margins also offers some suitable foraging
opportunities. Given the cutting regime of the disused arable fields, this habitat
is not considered to offer opportunities for ground-nesting birds.

Mitigation and Enhancements. It is recommended that clearance of any
suitable nesting vegetation be undertaken outside the bird nesting season
(March to August inclusive) to avoid any potential offence. Should the above
timing constraints conflict with any timetabled works, it is recommended that
works commence only after a suitably qualified ecologist has undertaken
checks to ensure no nesting birds are present. If nesting birds are found to be
present during checks then clearance would need to be delayed until young
have fledged.

In addition to the 20 bird boxes already proposed onsite, a further 7 bird boxes,
of a variety of designs, are proposed within each phase (see Plans ECO3 and
ECO4). The boxes would be erected high up so as to avoid potential vandalism
and sited to ensure compliance with any health and safety requirements.

Great Crested Newts

Legislation. The legislative and licensing provisions outlined above with
regard to bats also applies to Great Crested Newts.

Site Assessment. Great Crested Newts have been recorded within ponds
within 250m of site (located approximately 160m and 220m northwest).
However, the majority of the site comprises arable fields and is therefore not
considered to represent suitable habitat for Great Crested Newts. For the
reasons previously detailed within the approved updated CMS (May 2017), it
is considered highly unlikely that Great Crested Newts would be present within
the development site.

Mitigation and Enhancements. A precautionary approach to site clearance
will be undertaken on a phase by phase basis. As part of the approach, newt
exclusion fencing has been installed along the boundary (see Plan ECO1) of
the site to prevent Great Crested Newts from entering the development site
during construction. This fencing also surrounds the attenuation area to the
south of the development site, which, once constructed, will provide suitable
terrestrial and aquatic habitat and may potentially attract newts in closer
proximity to the development site in the future. Great Crested Newts are not
likely to enter the site at present given features such as rubble mounds and

11
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ponds are not present. Indeed, it was agreed with the county ecologist that
such fencing could be erected without a need for a licence and a capture and
translocation exercise would not be merited. The location of the fencing is such
that new aquatic and terrestrial habitat for Great Crested Newts will be
constructed during the first phases of the development, but the fencing will
remain in situ until the development is complete. The fencing will be checked
once weekly for any damaged and need for repair, to ensure Great Crested
Newts are not able to enter the site.

Suitable habitat to be lost for the development within 250m of the offsite Great
Crested Newt pond (including field margins and hedgerows) will be removed
under a RAMs method statement to ensure Great Crested Newts are not
impacted by the construction works (see Plan ECOL1), albeit this is not relevant
to Phases 3 or 7. As part of this method statement, the habitat to be cleared
will be subject to a thorough fingertip search by a suitably qualified ecologist
prior to removal, to ensure Great Crested Newts are not present. If a Great
Crested Newt is recorded during the search, all works will stop within suitable
habitat and a licence will be obtained from Natural England, before works can
continue. Once the search is complete and if no Great Crested Newts are
recorded the remaining vegetation, surface rubble and brash will be removed
by hand, before excavators (under close ecological supervision) slowly strip the
topsoil and any root systems. All spoil arsing will be hand searched by an
ecologist for any remaining animals.

The creation of wildflower grassland and attenuation feature within Phase 7, as
well as the creation of the ecological area within the wider site as part of the
proposed development which includes a range of suitable habitat and aquatic
features and ponds, will provide new aquatic opportunities for a range of
amphibians and represent an enhancement for this faunal group post-
development. Such features include native aquatic species to encourage
amphibians and provide additional foraging for a range of species. The
wildflower meadow grassland within the ecological areas and throughout the
site will provide suitable terrestrial opportunities for Great Crested Newts and
all amphibians.

SUMMARY / CONCLUSION

Updated habitat surveys were carried out in February 2022 in order to check if
the habitat within site was subject to any material changes, since the previous
surveys. In addition, specific surveys for bats and Badgers were undertaken.

Overall, it is considered that the site remains of low ecological value. The areas
of relativity greater ecological value in the context of the site are the
hedgerows/trees and the majority of these will be retained as part of the
development proposals.

A total of 18 trees within the site were recorded to have low potential to support
roosting bats. Two of these trees lie along the boundary of Phase 7, while one
tree lies along the boundary of Phase 3. The bat potential trees within phases
3 & 7 will be retained and safeguarded as part of the proposed development.
The majority of the hedgerows will be retained, with small losses to facilitate
access roads, which will continue to provide suitable foraging and navigational
opportunities for bats.
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Normandy Way, Hinckley - Phases 3&7 Ecology Solutions

Conditions 14, 19 and 20 7341.DisConPh3&7.dv1
March 2022
83. An annexe Badger sett was identified within the hedgerow located along the

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

west of Phase 3 in 2020 and was subsequently subject to a closure exercise
as part of a Natural England licence. As part of the licence, the sett was closed
by hand and mechanical means in November 2020. During the February 2022
survey, two new mammal entrances had been excavated within the vicinity of
the former annexe sett.

Trail cameras have been deployed and the entrances will be monitored for
potential use by Badgers. In the event that Badgers are recorded utilising these
mammal entrances, prior to construction, a 30m buffer with Heras fencing will
be installed around the Badger sett to protect the sett from construction activity.

If recorded as an active sett, a licence will be obtained from Natural England to
close the sett in order to facilitate the proposed construction works within 30m
of the Badger sett. The earliest this closure exercise could be undertaken would
now be July 2022. If any construction works are within 30m of the sett prior to
its closure, these will first be discussed with an ecologist to determine if a
licence is required for the works.

The establishment of wildflower meadows, new wetland meadows and
extensive areas of new tree and woodland planting throughout the site will
represent an enhancement for a range of faunal groups and may attract a
number of species to the site which are not currently present, helping further
increase biodiversity post development.

As an enhancement, 7 Schwegler bat boxes and 7 Schwegler bird boxes are
proposed for each Phase (3 and 7).

This report has been submitted pursuant to conditions 14, 19 and 20 and it is
considered the updated surveys conducted and proposed mitigation and
enhancements set out above are sufficient to discharge these conditions in full
for Phases 3 and 7 of the proposed development.

A detailed schedule of works is included below to summarise the required
mitigation during construction.
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SCHEDULE OF WORKS

the risk of impacting Water Voles, if present.
Fencing will remain in place until construction
activity has been completed within close vicinity to
the stream.

Where impacts to the stream are required in any
given phase, the stream will be checked in advance
by a suitably qualified ecologist for the presence of
Water Voles. If any burrows are discovered or works
are deemed to potential impact Water Voles, all
works within a 20m buffer area will cease until a
Natural England licence is obtained. Works that may

Objective Receptor Management Prescription Timing of Works Responsible Person /
Organisation
CONSTRUCTION MEASURES

PROTECTION Habitats Standard engineering practice in respect of pollution | During construction. Bloor Homes
OF HABITATS within the control will be set into place to prevent any dust
DURING site contamination on the surrounding areas. Timing of
CONSTRUCTION construction activities will take into account wind

directions and any loose materials will be stored

appropriately to prevent dust being carried to

surrounding areas.

Works will be carried out in accordance with Prior to construction. Bloor Homes

BS5837:2012 with regard to retained trees. Root

protection zones will be identified with the

implementation of fencing and signage around

these zones.

Any arboricultural works will be undertaken by a During construction (outside Bloor Homes

suitably qualified tree surgeon and carried out with March — August inclusive

regard to nesting birds and roosting bats. unless checks are undertaken

to ensure no nesting birds
present).

PROTECTION Water Vole Protective fencing will be maintained around the Prior to construction within the | Bloor Homes and Ecology
OF SPECIES stream prior to any works commencing within the vicinity of the stream. Solutions / other professional
DURING site. The fencing will ensure the stream is not ecologist
CONSTRUCTION impacted by any construction activity thus removing




require a licence include the stream crossings and
other works within 6m of the stream or any resting
place used by a Water Vole. Should no evidence of
Water Voles be recorded, a precautionary watching
brief will still be undertaken.

During the watching brief, the banks of the stream
will be strimmed by hand down to ground level and
will be checked by a suitably qualified ecologist for
the presence of any Water Vole burrows. Should
any burrows be recorded during these works, a
licence from Natural England may be required
before works can commence.

Bats

Normal construction activities to be limited to
daytime hours to reduce light pollution on habitats
used by bats.

During construction.

Bloor Homes

Appropriate safety and security lighting employed
during construction will minimise light spill onto the
trees and hedgerows within the site and into
adjacent off-site habitats. Lighting will be angled
away from such features, which are suitable
foraging habitats for bats.

During construction.

Bloor Homes

The bat potential trees within phases 3 & 7 will be
retained as part of the proposed development. Each
tree will be subject to root protection fencing, which
will protect the trees during construction.

Prior to construction.

Ecology Solutions / other
professional ecologist

Badgers

Trail cameras have been deployed and the mammal
entrances along the western boundary of Phase 3 will
be monitored for potential use by Badgers.

Prior to construction.

Ecology Solutions / other
professional ecologist

If Badgers are recorded utilising the mammal
entrances, prior to construction a 30m buffer with
Heras fencing will be installed around the sett to
protect the sett from construction activity. If recorded
as active, the sett will be subject to a closure exercise
under a Natural England licence. If any construction
works are within 30m of the sett prior to its closure,
these will first be discussed with an ecologist to
determine if a licence is required for the works.

Prior to construction within the
vicinity of the sett.

Bloor Homes and Ecology
Solutions / other professional
ecologist




All contractors working on the site will be briefed
regarding the potential presence of Badgers.

Prior to construction.

Ecology Solutions / other
professional ecologist

Any trenches or deep pits within the site that are to
be left open overnight will be covered or provided
with a means of escape should a Badger enter. Any
trenches or pits will be inspected each morning to
ensure no Badgers have become trapped overnight.
Should a trapped Badger be encountered Ecology
Solutions or another suitability qualified ecologist
will be contacted immediately for further advice. The
storage of topsoil or other ‘soft’ building materials on
site should be given careful consideration and
should be regularly inspected to check for use by
Badgers.

During construction.

Bloor Homes

Birds

Any vegetation clearance will be carried outside the
breeding bird season (March — August inclusive) or
checks will be undertaken by a suitably qualified
ecologist to ensure there are no nesting birds
present.

During construction (outside
March — August inclusive
unless checks are undertaken
to ensure no nesting birds
present).

Bloor Homes and Ecology
Solutions / other professional
ecologist




Great
Crested
Newts

Newt exclusion fencing will be maintained along the
boundary of the site to prevent Great Crested Newts
from entering the development site during
construction. The fencing will remain in situ until the
development is complete. The fencing will be
checked once weekly for any damaged and need for
repair.

Suitable habitat within 250m of the offsite ponds, to

be lost for the development will be removed under a
RAMs method statement. The habitat will be subject
to a thorough fingertip search by a suitably qualified
ecologist prior to removal.

If a Great Crested Newt is recorded during the
search, all works will stop within suitable habitat and
a licence will be obtained from Natural England,
before works can continue. Once the search is
complete and if no Great Crested Newts are
recorded the remaining vegetation, surface rubble
and brash will be removed by hand, before
excavators (under close ecological supervision)
slowly strip the topsoil and any root systems. All
spoil arsing will be hand searched by an ecologist
for any remaining animals.

Prior to construction within the
vicinity of the offsite pond.

Bloor Homes and Ecology
Solutions / other professional
ecologist
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Mitigation Measures



NEWT EXCLUSION FENCING

250M BUFFER FROM SMALL
GREAT CRESTED NEWT
POPULATION

WATER VOLE FENCING

BADGER PROTECTION FENCING

See Appendix 2 - Drawing No.
MI100-SL-007.1B for detailed
fencing drawing.

If Badgers are recorded as utilising the mammal
entrances, Badger protection fencing will be installed
prior to any construction works within the vicinity
Newt fencing has been installed and will remain in of the sett. Fencing will remain in place until
place until construction of the entire site is a sett closure exercise has been undertaken as part
completed. of a Natural England licence. Any works within the
30m buffer prior to the sett closure will be discussed
with an ecologist to determine if a licence is required
to facilitate the works.
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stream and will remain in place until all construction
works within close proximity to this habitat are complete.
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PLAN ECO2

Bat and Bird Box Location Plan — Phase 3
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PLAN ECO3

Bat and Bird Box Location Plan — Phase 7
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PLAN ECO4

Updated Survey Results
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APPENDIX 1

Phase Plan
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Site Specific Constraints Plan (MI1100-SL-007.1B)
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APPENDIX 3

Water Vole Habitat Strategy Plan (DE155 006)



Protected Water Vole Corridor (1:5,000) Ecological Area {1:1,500) F
o Unplanted wet channel [approximately G00mm deep) linking exristing watercourse to drainage basins DE IN E

Section forwhich minimuom &6.0m width protection zone

from eclye of watercoorse to be provided forwater voles o Some scrub to be remowved from existing watercourse to encoudrage food plants/marginal wvegetation
o Marginal vegetation margins within base of drainage feature. Species to include a mix of graminoids and herbs. Graminoids Amenity Grass
toinclude FAadans arisndinacea [Feed Canary-qrass), Soaganom erectiom [Branched Bur-reed) and Carsx acutriormrs [Lesser
FPond-zedge]. Flowering herb species such as Arsma piantaga-adoatica[\Water-plantain), Suiomirs pgmbsiiatis[Flowering-rush), - Wet grassland edges
Caltha palfustss (Marsh-marigold], finenduna pimanis Meadowsweet)], b5 oseodasarns [Yellow [ris), Aentha agiuatica [\Water
Mint] and lEronica Seccabunga [Brooklime]. Plug planted in groups.
. Rough grassland margin

requires little management.

a lland refuge with grassland species mix forwetlands [zsuch as Emosgate EMB] that is tolerant of accasional floading and
Scrubfnettles
e Central pond area lies within the floodplain and will be excavated to form channels and pools. There will be no direct inflow

conditions and flood events. Area to be plarted with SAragmuies aostraiis [Common Feed)] and ScAasnamiectiis 1acusins Wsr il plaiing
[Commoan Club-rush) which can tolerate fluctuating water levels.
Permanent water

from the watercourse or on site drainage system. Water levels will fluctuate according to ground water levels, weather .

e Steeper [1:1] banks for burrows onsouth edges of drainage basins (a3 opposed to general 1.3 slopes
elzewhere) sown with grassland species mix for wetlands (such as EMB).
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SBtock fence around perimeter provides secure edge to
discourage public access and dog walking.

S metre amenity grassed access strip around perimeter of drainage features
fevith gated access).

o Cutfall contral manhole controls flow between existing watercourse and drainage basins

Indicative Cross Section A-A' 1:250 @ A3

3 metre wide grassed maintenance
access strip

footpath

— 2 metre wide marginal planting shelf

@ - | Rey
DEIGS_006 @ Org Mo

Bloor Homes  Client

stock fence to discourage driveway/access
public access A,

security fence

A

lkland refuge

Mormandy Felds  Project

Steep bank far burrow [approx 11 slope) 0.6m deep channel 1.3 sloped edge to drainage basin

Water Vole Habitat Strategy Plan - Title

AsIndicated  Scale
Mote: These drawings are to illustrate the design principles cnly and are sukject to the findings of further detailed =site investigation works a= part of the detailed design process



APPENDIX 4

Phase 7 Landscape Proposals
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/ SEPERATE GROUP / SITE SPECIFIC CONSTRUCTION
/ NOTES AND MATERIALS SPECIFICATION.
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10 No.LONNILB / PROPOSED TREES design accords with the specifications set out
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/ See Schedule The landscape Contractor must ensure that
/ / plant material is planted in the locations
4 No.SARCO \ PROPOSED TREES shown and with NO SUBSTITUTIONS made
6 No.MAHAQ Conifers without consulting the Group Landscape
/ \ See Schedule Design Department. It is the Landscape
/ No.AUCJAR / Contractor's responsibility to ensure that all
PROPOSED TREES underground services have been located and
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/ o See Schedule that no services are damaged or compromised
/ No.BERDA - by tree planting. Any changes to tree
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.5 No.VIBDA ORNAMENTAL HEDGE

See Schedule

approved by the Group Landscape Design
Department. Underground service strips are
to be kept free of all plant material

Contractors must comply with all Health and

PROPOSED PLANTING Safety regulations and be aware of
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See Schedule project/site specific information including

referring to the information set out in the
CDM drawings.
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/ \ BULB PLANTING

See Schedule
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