
 

Land off Cunnery Close, Barlestone 

Mineral Resource Assessment 

Gladman Developments Limited 

Gladman Developments Limited 
Gladman House Alexandria Way 
Congleton Business Park  
Congleton 
Cheshire 
CW12 1LB 
 
 
Prepared by: 

SLR Consulting Limited 

Sir Henry Doulton House, Forge Lane, Stoke-on-
Trent, Staffordshire, ST1 5BD 

 

SLR Project No.: 439.061584.00001 

2 July 2026 

Revision: 002 



Gladman Developments Limited 
Land off Cunnery Close, Barlestone 

2 July 2026 
SLR Project No.: 439.061584.00001 

 

 
i  

 

Revision Record 

Revision Date Comment Prepared By Checked By Authorised By 

001 1 July 2026 First Issue JL JL/DNH DNH 

     002 2 July 2026 Second Issue JL RD BVC 

      

      

 

Basis of Report 

This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited (SLR) with reasonable skill, 
care and diligence, and taking account of the timescales and resources devoted to it by 
agreement with Gladman Developments Limited (the Client) as part or all of the services it has 
been appointed by the Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that 
appointment. 

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations 
and opinions in this document for any purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance 
may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party have executed a 
reliance agreement or collateral warranty. 

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected 
by SLR, and/or information supplied by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. 
These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.  

The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of 
quantities, calculations and other information set out in this report remain vested in SLR unless 
the terms of appointment state otherwise.   

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the 
Client is advised to seek clarification on any elements which may be unclear to it.  

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied 
upon in the context of the whole document and any documents referenced explicitly herein 
and should then only be used within the context of the appointment. 
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Executive Summary 

This Mineral Resource Assessment (MRA) has been prepared by SLR Consulting Ltd on 
behalf of Gladman Developments Limited for the proposed residential development on land 
off Cunnery Close, Barlestone, Leicestershire. The assessment has been undertaken to 
satisfy the requirements of Policy M11 of the Leicestershire Minerals and Waste Local Plan, 
as the proposed development lies within a Mineral Safeguarding Area (MSA) for sand and 
gravel.  

Review of British Geological Survey (BGS) mapping indicates that the study area is 
predominantly underlain by Oadby Till, with a small area of glaciofluvial sand and gravel 
mapped in the north-western corner of the study area and a narrow band of alluvium along 
the southern boundary. The underlying bedrock comprises the Gunthorpe Member Mudstone. 
Of these deposits, only the glaciofluvial sand and gravel in the north-west is safeguarded 
within the adopted MSA.  

The safeguarded sand and gravel deposit extends across approximately 0.58ha of the study 
area. The wider MSA coverage of the study area results largely from the application of a 200m 
safeguarding buffer around adjacent mineral resources located outside the boundary. 
Consequently, the majority of the study area lies within the MSA despite the absence of 
safeguarded mineral resources beneath most of the area. 

Assessment of the safeguarded resource indicates that the limited extent of sand and gravel 
present within the study area is unlikely to constitute a viable mineral resource. Furthermore, 
existing residential properties adjoining the northern boundary represent environmentally 
sensitive receptors that would constrain any future mineral extraction. Application of 
appropriate amenity stand-offs effectively removes the potential for a viable extraction 
operation within the study area.  

The proposed development would not result in the sterilisation of an economically important 
mineral resource, nor would it prejudice the extraction of safeguarded mineral resources in 
the surrounding area. The mineral present within the proposed non-mineral development 
boundary is considered to be of insufficient extent and value to support a viable mineral 
operation.  

Notwithstanding the above, opportunities may exist to utilise limited quantities of excavated 
material within the development through an appropriate Materials Management Plan, thereby 
supporting sustainable construction practices and reducing the need for imported fill material.  

The assessment concludes that the proposed residential development is compliant with Policy 
M11 of the Leicestershire Minerals and Waste Local Plan. It has been demonstrated that the 
safeguarded mineral resource within the study area is no longer of sufficient value or potential 
value to warrant safeguarding, and that the development would not result in the unnecessary 
sterilisation of a mineral resource of economic importance. 
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 This report has been prepared in accordance with instructions from Gladman 

Developments Limited to prepare a Mineral Resource Assessment (MRA) to 

support a planning application for residential development on land off Cunnery 

Close, Barlestone (the study area). The nearest approximate post code is CV13 

0HH.  

1.2 The study area comprises approximately 6.53 hectares (ha) of agricultural (arable) 

land to the south-west of Barlestone and west of the city of Leicester. The study 

area is bounded by residential housing on Cunnery Close to the north, Bosworth 

Road Park to the east. The western and southern boundaries of the study area are 

defined by a watercourse with agricultural land beyond. The study area boundary is 

shown edged purple on Figure 1 drawing attached at Appendix A.  

1.3 The study area is located within the administrative area of Leicestershire County 

Council (LCC), which is the Mineral Planning Authority (MPA) for the region. The 

boundaries of the proposed Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSA) within the County 

are shown in the Mineral and Waste Safeguarding documents produced for each 

district/borough, which in this case is Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 

(HBBC).  

1.4 The study area is located in a Mineral Safeguarding Area (MSA) for sand and 

gravel. Consequently, Policy M11 of the Leicestershire Minerals and Waste Local 

Plan (2019 – 2031) applies. This report will assess the site specific geology and the 

relevant mineral safeguarding policies in the context of the proposed development.  
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2.0 Site Geology 

2.1 Geologically, a distinction is made between “Superficial Deposits” and “Bedrock 

Geology”. Superficial deposits are generally unconsolidated deposits (such as sand 

and gravel) which are found at, or close to, the surface. The solid bedrock beneath 

the superficial deposits is referred to as the “Bedrock Geology”. ‘Artificial ground’ 

refers to any man-made ground, for example worked voids or infilled ground. 

Superficial deposits 

2.2 The British Geological Survey (BGS) 1:50,000 mapping indicates that superficial 

deposits are largely covered by the Oadby Till Member described as subordinate 

lenses of sand and gravel, clay and silt, with the exception of a narrow band of 

glaciofluvial sand and gravel deposit mapped in the north-west of the study area. A 

thin band of alluvium is mapped along the southern boundary of the study area 

described as clay, silt, sand and gravel.  

2.3 The HBBC Minerals Safeguarding document S4/2015, Figure HK1 shows that the 

glaciofluvial deposits are safeguarded as it has potential as a sand and gravel 

deposit. The Mineral Safeguarding Area (MSA) includes a 200m buffer from 

mapped glaciofluvial sand and gravel deposits, and consequently all of the study 

area is located in this MSA.  

2.4 Given that the sand and gravel is only mapped in a small corner in the north-west 

of the study area, it appears that the buffer zone for the safeguarded sand and 

gravel deposits to the north, south and west, extends on to the study area.  

2.5 The Superficial Geology is shown on Figure 1 drawing attached at Appendix A.  

Bedrock geology  

2.6 The BGS 1:50,000 mapping indicates that the entire study area is underlain by the 

Gunthorpe Member Mudstone. The general lithological description provided by the 

BGS is as follows: “Mudstone, red-brown, with subordinate dolomitic siltstone and 

fine grained sandstone, common gypsum veins and nodules”. The HBBC Mineral 

and Waste Safeguarding document S4/2015, Figure HK1 does not indicate that the 

study area is located within a MSA for the bedrock strata.  
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Borehole records 

2.7 A search of the online BGS borehole database has shown that there are no publicly 

available borehole records located within the study area. However, there are two 

boreholes located in the local vicinity which are relevant to the study area, these 

are SK40NW18, and SK40NW24.  

2.8 Borehole SK40NW18 is located approximately 400m north of the study area on 

farmland and was drilled to a total depth of 110m. Drift deposits described as fine 

grained sand, gravels with brown marl were encountered for the first 12m followed 

by red-brown marl mudstone and siltstone (assumed Gunthorpe Member 

Mudstone) to c.60m below ground level. Below this the New Red sandstone was 

encountered to c.68m, followed by Lower Coal Measures to the base of the 

borehole at 110m.  

2.9 Borehole SK40NW24 is located approximately 190m east of the study area on 

farmland and was drilled to a total depth of 121m. Drift deposits described as quartz 

sand was encountered for the first 12m followed by weathered red-brown silty marl 

to c.60m below ground level. The bedrock Gunthorpe Mudstone Member is 

recorded at c.53m to 57m below ground level. Below this the New Red sandstone 

was encountered to c.64m, followed by Lower Coal Measures to the base of the 

borehole at approximately 121m.  

2.10 The available borehole logs in the local area generally record the glaciofluvial 

superficial deposits described as sand and gravels with marls to approximately 12m 

below ground level, with mudstones and siltstones of the Gunthorpe Member 

Mudstone below.  

2.11 The borehole locations are shown on the Figure 1 drawing which is attached at 

Appendix A. A copy of the relevant borehole logs is attached at Appendix C.   
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3.0 Mineral Safeguarding Policy  

3.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requires Mineral Planning 

Authorities to safeguard potentially important mineral resources in their area 

through their Minerals Local Plan (MLP). This ensures there is a sufficient and 

steady supply of mineral resources to meet future requirements for infrastructure, 

energy and new construction.  

3.2 Non-mineral development of a significant nature within MSAs will have to 

demonstrate that the sterilisation of proven mineral resources of economic 

importance will not occur as a result of the development, and that the development 

would not pose a serious hindrance to future extraction in the vicinity. If this cannot 

be demonstrated, prior extraction will be sought where practicable. 

3.3 The Leicestershire Minerals and Waste Local Plan (LMWLP) was adopted in 2019 

and covers the period to 2031. The LMWLP provides a clear vision of how the 

county intends to achieve sustainable economic development of minerals in 

Leicestershire.  

3.4 The relevant mineral safeguarding policy is “Policy M11 Safeguarding of Mineral 

Resources”, a copy of which is attached at Appendix B states: 

“Sand and gravel, limestone, igneous rock, surface coal, fireclay, brickclay and 

gypsum resources within the Minerals Safeguarding Areas shown on the figures 

contained within the Mineral and Waste Safeguarding documents, will be protected 

from permanent sterilisation by other development. 

Planning permission will be granted for development that is incompatible with 

safeguarding mineral within a Mineral Safeguarding Area if:  

(i) The applicant can demonstrate that the mineral concerned is no longer of any value 

or potential value; or 

(ii) The mineral can be extracted satisfactory prior to the incompatible development 

taking place; or 

(iii) The incompatible development is of a temporary nature and can be completed and 

the site restored to a condition that does not inhibit extraction within the timescale 

that the mineral is likely to be needed; or 

(iv) There is an overriding need for the incompatible development; or 
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(v) The development comprises one of the types of development listed in Table 4 (which 

includes applicants for householder development).  

Planning applications for non-mineral development within a Mineral Safeguarding 

area should be accompanied by a Mineral Assessment of the effect of the proposed 

development on the mineral resources beneath or adjacent to it.  

Planning permission for mineral extraction that is in advance of approved surface 

development will be granted where the reserves would otherwise be permanently 

sterilised provided that operations are only for a temporary period. Where planning 

permission is granted, conditions will be imposed to ensure that the site can be 

adequately restored to a satisfactory after-use should the main development be 

delayed or not implemented”.  

3.5 The LMWLP is accompanied by the Mineral and Waste Safeguarding documents 

produced for each district/borough which show the boundaries of the proposed 

MSAs. The relevant document for this study area is Hinckley and Bosworth 

Borough Council reference S4/2015, Figure HK1 which is attached at Appendix 

B.  

3.6 The study area is located within a MSA for sand and gravel.  
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4.0 Compliance with Mineral Planning Policy M11 

4.1 The assessment of the study area has been undertaken in accordance with Policy 

M11 (Safeguarding of Mineral Resources) of the adopted LMWLP. 

Sand and Gravel  

4.2 The study area is identified on the Policies Map as falling within a MSA for sand and 

gravel. The designation reflects the presence of glaciofluvial sand and gravel 

deposits mapped by the BGS in the north-west of the study area. The total area of 

these deposits is circa 0.58ha which is too small to be economically viable. 

4.3 The study area designated in a MSA is also the result of a safeguarding buffer 

applied to mapped sand and gravel resources that also fall outside of the study 

area, which due to the 200m safeguarding buffer extend into the south and east 

boundary, essentially blanketing the whole study area in the MSA. The extent of the 

superficial deposits is presented on Figure 1, Appendix A. 

4.4 There are no glaciofluvial sand and gravel mapped by the BGS anywhere else 

within the boundary. The majority of the study area is mapped as Oadby Till and 

alluvium in the south which are not designated MSAs as they are unlikely to be 

suitable quality and therefore not considered commercially viable.  

4.5 It is also noted that pre-existing residential housing adjacent to the northern 

boundary would introduce an environmentally sensitive receptor (ESR) which would 

in practice constrain the feasibility of any future mineral extraction activities within 

the boundary of the study area. The residential properties border the northern 

boundary and a stand-off of 100m from the facade of a property was used as a 

starting point when assessing impacts on possible sand and gravel allocations. This 

amenity standoff from residential properties completely covers the mapped 

glaciofluvial sand and gravel mineral inside the study area sterilising the mineral 

and removing any viable potential for removal. This is reflected on Figure 1, 

Appendix A. 

4.6 There is no potential for indirect sterilisation of adjacent safeguarded resources by 

the proposed non-mineral development. Even when applying an amenity buffer of 

100m from the proposed residential development in the study area, this does not 
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sterilise any potentially other important sand and gravel mineral reserves that are 

mapped off-site in the local area.  

4.7 On this basis, it is considered unlikely that sand and gravel resources are present 

beneath the study area in sufficient quantity or quality to represent a viable mineral 

resource. Accordingly, the proposed development would not result in the 

sterilisation of economically important sand and gravel reserves. 

4.8 However, there is the potential for opportunities to arise for incidental extraction, to 

use limited quantities as an as-dug fill material for use in site grading or landscaping 

works to reduce inbound material costs. The incorporation of incidental extraction 

into the design of the proposed development would make sense with regard to 

sustainable development where possible. This could be addressed through a 

Materials Management Plan for the development.   

4.9 In view of the above, the proposed development is therefore compliant with Policy 

M11 specifically criteria (i) – the applicant can demonstrate that the mineral 

concerned is no longer of any value or potential value.  
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5.0 Conclusion and Recommendations  

5.1 This MRA has been prepared in support of a planning application for residential 

development on land off Cunnery Close, Barlestone. The study area lies within a 

MSA for sand and gravel under Policy 11 of the Leicestershire Minerals and 

Waste Local Plan (2019 – 2031). This assessment has considered whether the 

proposed development would sterilise mineral resources.  

5.2 The BGS mapping indicates there are superficial deposits recorded in the study 

area.  There are glaciofluvial deposits mapped in the north-west. The majority of 

the study area is mapped for Oadby Till with a small band of alluvium mapped in 

the south.  The bedrock beneath is entirely underlain by the Gunthorpe Member 

Mudstone which comprises mudstone with interbedded siltstone and sandstone. 

The Oadby Till, alluvium and bedrock strata is not recorded as an MSA.  

5.3 The north-west of the study area is mapped by a small area (c.0.58ha) of 

glaciofluvial sand and gravel recorded as a MSA. Given that the glaciofluvial sand 

and gravel is not mapped as present anywhere else in the study area, it appears 

that the buffer zone for the safeguarded sand and gravel deposit to the west and 

south of the study area, extends onto the proposed development area and that 

there is no safeguarded sand and gravel present anywhere but the north-west 

corner of the study area. 

5.4 Overall, it is considered that there would be no significant sterilisation of sand and 

gravel resources as a result of the proposed non-minerals development, due to 

the small volume of glaciofluvial sand and gravel material inside the boundary of 

the proposed development area itself.  

5.5 Once appropriate buffers to environmentally sensitive receptors (i.e. residential 

housing to the north) have been applied, the area available for mineral extraction 

is eliminated with no viable operation.  

5.6 On this basis, it is considered unlikely that the safeguarded sand and gravel 

resources potentially present beneath the study area are of sufficient quantity or 

quality to represent a viable mineral resource. Accordingly, the proposed 
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development would not result in the sterilisation of economically important sand 

and gravel reserves in the local area. 

5.7 On the basis of the available evidence, the requirements to demonstrate the 

presence, extent and value of mineral resources have been satisfied, and it has 

been demonstrated that the proposed residential development would not result in 

sterilisation of a proven mineral resource of economic importance.  It is therefore 

considered to be compliant with Policy M11 of the Leicestershire Minerals and 

Waste Local Plan.
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Minerals Safeguarding 
 

Safeguarding Mineral Resources 

 

3.87 Mineral resources of local and national importance should not be 
needlessly sterilised by non-mineral development.  The main purpose of 

Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSA) is to protect a mineral resource for the 
long term for future generations.  An MSA is not a proposed area of 
extraction and does not mean that mineral extraction proposals will be 

permitted within the area.  It should also be borne in mind that just 
because there may be no economic need for the minerals now that may 

not be the case in the future. 

 
3.88 The County Council has used work carried out by the British Geological 

Survey (BGS) for the County Council in 2004 to assess which mineral 

deposits are of economic importance and where they are located.  This 
work provided broad geological resource information for mineral resources 

within Leicestershire based on a combination of expert geological opinion 
and knowledge on the extent of mineral resources, and consultation with 
the minerals industry. 

 
3.89 The County Council has concluded that deposits of sand and gravel, 

limestone, igneous rock, shallow coal, fireclay, brickclay and gypsum in 

Leicestershire are of current or future economic importance.  The 
boundaries of the proposed Mineral Safeguarding Areas within the County 

are shown on figures B1, C1, H1, HK1, M1, M2, N1 and O1 contained 
within the Mineral and Waste Safeguarding documents produced for each 
district/borough (references S1/2015 to S7/2015). 

 
3.90 Brickclay resources in Leicestershire are extensive and it is not considered 

that it is justified to safeguard large areas of the outcrop.  MSAs have 
therefore been drawn around existing sites taking account of the resource 
and existing infrastructure and using clear physical boundaries wherever 

possible. 
 

3.91 The County Council does not have sufficient detailed knowledge of the 
nature and extent of suitable building stone resources to identify 
potentially workable materials.  The quality of stone and suitability for 

working as building stone is very variable.  The Strategic Stone Study 
mentioned in paragraph 3.65 above did not assess the extent of potential 

future building resources within the County.  It would therefore be difficult 
to identify potentially workable building stone resources for safeguarding. 
In any event, building stone resources mainly occur in countryside 

locations where the risk of sterilisation by other development is low. 
 

3.92 Ironstone deposits in the county are not considered to have any future 
economic significance as a source of iron, given the decline of the steel 
industry in the UK and their low grade quality.  Whilst they could be 
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worked as a source of building stone or low quality aggregate, they are 
not considered to be of current or future economic importance. 

 
3.93 It is not proposed to define MSAs for hydrocarbons as prospects can only 

be identified after extensive exploration activity.  In any event, oil and 
gas deposits are found at much greater depths than other minerals 

exploited within the County and are therefore less threatened by surface 
development.  

 
3.94 Incompatible development close to a MSA may lead to sterilisation of part 

of the resource.  The County Council proposes to extend the boundary of 
MSAs beyond the area of the resource to prevent residential development 

encroaching on a mineral extraction site or future extraction area to the 
extent that the amenity of residents could be affected by noise, visual 

intrusion or blast vibration.  The proposed MSAs include a buffer zone of 
200 metres around sand and gravel resources and 500 metres around 
limestone resources to ensure an adequate safeguarding margin.  Site 

specific margins are provided for brickclay and igneous rock based on 
consultation with the minerals industry. The MSA for coal is based on 

plans produced by the Coal Authority in 2008 showing surface mining 
potential areas. The MSAs for gypsum cover the existing underground 

mining permission at the Barrow Mine together with the potential area for 
an extension to the Nottinghamshire Marblaegis Mine.   

 

3.95 The prior extraction of minerals will be supported where it is necessary for 
non-mineral development to take place and where it can be done in an 

environmentally acceptable manner.  In Leicestershire, such opportunities 
are probably limited to surface mined coal provided that operations can 
be completed relatively quickly and extraction and restoration are 

completed within a reasonable timescale, although the amount of coal 
that is ever likely to be won under these circumstances will probably be 

small scale.  Other mineral resources that are present do not generally 
lend themselves to prior extraction in built-up areas because of the nature 
of their extraction methods, and the possibility of such circumstances 

arising seems too slim to warrant safeguarding.  The proposed MSAs 
consequently exclude mineral deposits other than surface coal within 

settlements with a population in excess of 1000 and a minimum area of 
20 hectares.   

 

3.96 In two-tier planning areas such as Leicestershire, safeguarding of mineral 
resources can be achieved only through county and district planning 

authorities co-operating in the exercise of their respective planning 
functions over land with potential for mineral extraction.  This can be 
facilitated by defining Minerals Consultation Areas (MCA).  This will 

provide the mechanism for district planning authorities to consult the 
County Council before granting planning permission, on any planning 

applications they receive for non-mineral developments which fall within 
the boundary of an MCA, and which would be likely to affect the winning 
and working of minerals.  
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3.97 The County will therefore define Minerals Consultation Areas (MCA) 
covering the resources within the Mineral Safeguarding Areas.  The MCA 

will also cover the safeguarding of mineral sites and associated 
infrastructure (Policy M11).  District Planning Authorities within the 
County will be supplied with a copy of the MCA along with the 

development criteria that the County Council wish to be consulted on.  It 
will be the responsibility of the District Planning Authorities to ensure that 

the MCA is used when considering planning applications or proposed 
developments in a development plan and that the County Council is 
consulted on developments located within the MCA. 

 
3.98 The County Council may advise the District Planning Authority that any 

development on or near mineral reserves should not proceed before the 
mineral is extracted, or that steps are taken to avoid sterilisation of the 

deposit.  A realistic judgment about the likelihood of the mineral being 
worked in an environmentally acceptable manner will be made, and the 
County Council will not seek to prevent development where it is unlikely 

that extraction of the mineral would occur in the future.  Where mineral 
deposits are believed to exist but detailed geological information is not 

available, the existence or otherwise of potentially workable reserves may 
need to be established by the developer before any application for 
development that might sterilise the potential deposit is determined. 

  
 Table 4: Types of development exempt from safeguarding 

  

Types of development exempt from safeguarding 

(a) applications for householder development; 

(b) applications for alterations and extensions to existing buildings 

and for change of use of existing development, unless 
intensifying activity on site; 

(c) applications that are in accordance with the development plan 
where the plan took account of the prevention of unnecessary 
mineral sterilisation and determined that prior extraction should 

not be considered when development applications came forward; 

(d) applications for advertisement or listed building consent; 

(e) applications for reserved matters including subsequent 
applications after outline consent has been granted; 

(f) prior notifications (telecoms, forestry, agriculture, demolition); 

(g) Certificates of Lawfulness of Existing Use or Development 
(CLEUD) and Certificates of Lawfulness of Proposed Use or 
Development (CLOPUD); 

(h) applications for works to trees; or 
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(i) development types already specified in a DPD (Development Plan 
Document) as exempt from the need for consideration on 

safeguarding grounds. 

 

Policy M11: Safeguarding of Mineral Resources  

 

Sand and gravel, limestone, igneous rock, surface coal, fireclay, 
brickclay and gypsum resources within the Minerals Safeguarding Areas 

shown on the figures contained within the Mineral and Waste 
Safeguarding documents, will be protected from permanent sterilisation 
by other development.  

Planning permission will be granted for development that is 
incompatible with safeguarding mineral within a Mineral Safeguarding 

Area if:  

(i) the applicant can demonstrate that the mineral concerned is no 
longer of any value or potential value; or  

(ii) the mineral can be extracted satisfactorily prior to the 
incompatible development taking place; or  

(iii) the incompatible development is of a temporary nature and can 
be completed and the site restored to a condition that does not 
inhibit extraction within the timescale that the mineral is likely to 

be needed; or  

(iv) there is an overriding need for the incompatible development; or  

(v) the development comprises one of the types of development 
listed in Table 4. 

Planning applications for non-mineral development within a Mineral 

Safeguarding Area should be accompanied by a Mineral Assessment of 
the effect of the proposed development on the mineral resource 

beneath or adjacent to it. 

Planning permission for mineral extraction that is in advance of 
approved surface development will be granted where the reserves 

would otherwise be permanently sterilised provided that operations are 
only for a temporary period.  Where planning permission is granted, 

conditions will be imposed to ensure that the site can be adequately 
restored to a satisfactory after-use should the main development be 

delayed or not implemented. 

 

Safeguarding of Existing Mineral Sites and Associated Minerals 

Infrastructure 

 

3.99 The future use of mineral sites and associated infrastructure could be 
constrained if sensitive developments such as housing are permitted 

nearby.  In order to ensure that the supply of minerals is not interrupted, 
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the County Council therefore considers that mineral sites and their 
associated infrastructure should be safeguarded.  

 
3.100 The work carried out for the County Council by the BGS adopted a 

different approach to the identification of safeguarding areas for each 

mineral, reflecting not only their different geology but also associated 
infrastructure.  In particular, account has been taken of the extensive 

infrastructure, including rail links, associated with the County’s igneous 
rock quarries and the existing infrastructure associated with the County’s 
brickclay operations.  However, hydrocarbon developments and 

freestanding concrete batching plants were not included. 
 

3.101 The sites and facilities to be safeguarded are identified in the Mineral and 
Waste Safeguarding documents produced for each district/borough 

(references S1/2015 to S7/2015).  This includes hydrocarbon 
developments.  Most of the concrete batching plants and other associated 
minerals infrastructure are co-located at quarries or producers of recycled 

aggregates.  The safeguarded list includes those sites which carry out 
these activities. 

 
3.102 The MCA to be issued by the County Council (see paragraph 3.97 above) 

will include the mineral sites and associated infrastructure safeguarded by 

Policy M12.  Local planning authorities will be expected to consult the 
County Council on proposals for non-minerals development which could 

affect the use of such sites and facilities.  The County Council may advise 
that development should not be permitted if it would constrain the 
effective operation of existing sites, or future use of land or associated 

infrastructure identified for mineral use. 
 

Policy M12: Safeguarding of Existing Mineral Sites and 
Associated Minerals Infrastructure  

 

Significant infrastructure that supports the supply of minerals in the 
County will be safeguarded against development that would adversely 

affect operations at an existing mineral site and the use of associated 
mineral infrastructure by creating incompatible land uses nearby.  
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Figure HK1: Areas of borough/district for mineral safeguarding, categorised by mineral type 
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