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7341: HINCKLEY WEST PHASE 4

BRIEFING NOTE: BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN ASSESSMENT

INTRODUCTION

1.

Ecology Solutions was commissioned by Bloor Homes in January 2023 to
undertake a Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment of the proposed development at
the land west of Hinckley, hereafter referred to as ‘the site’.

The proposal for the site is for 153 residential dwellings with associated
infrastructure and areas of open space, including the creation of areas of native
wildflower grassland and tree planting based around native species and those of
benefit to wildlife.

This document details the Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment undertaken for the
above site, using the DEFRA Biodiversity Metric 4.0.

BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN ASSESSMENT

4.

This Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment has been based upon the proposed
illustrative masterplans (EM100-LS-021c (Site Landscaping overview Ph4)) for the
above site, which is included at Appendix 1.

The landscape proposals include the loss of modified grassland, hardstanding and
small losses to hedgerows. Plan BNG1 shows the existing habitats within the site.

Proposed habitats include other neutral grassland, individual trees, modified
grassland, amenity shrub planting and hedgerow planting. In addition, retained
hedgerows will be enhanced through bolster planting with native species and
subject to a favourable management regime. Plan BNG2 shows the proposed
habitats within the site.

Following calculations based upon the illustrative proposals undertaken using
DEFRA Biodiversity Metric 4.0 Calculation Tool, it can be seen that a net gain in
biodiversity can be delivered as a result of the proposed development. Specifically,
an increase in habitat units from 8.86 units to 10.20 units (which equates to a
15.15% increase) and an increase in hedgerow units from 3.03 units to 5.83 units
(which equates to a 92.03% increase). The DEFRA Biodiversity Metric 4.0
Calculation is shown at Appendix 2.
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8. The condition assessments for the baseline habitats are detailed in Tables 1 and
2, and proposed habitats are detailed in Tables 3 and 4.

Table 1: Summary of baseline area-based habitats assessed against the DEFRA Biodiversity Metric 4.0
Calculation Tool condition sheets.

Baseline Condition Condition Assessment
Habitat el Sheet Criteria Criteria CEmE e
Reference Achieved (Y/N)
A N Poor
B Y (417 passed)
Grassland C Y
Modified . Habitat Type D N Failed Criterion
Grassland Field F1 (Low A which is
Distinctiveness) E N essential for
F Y Moderate
G Y condition
A N
Ruderal / Areas beneath Poor
Urban B N
Ephemeral hedgerows
c v (1/ 3 passed)
Developed North / north-
Land; Sealed west areas of Condition Assessment N/A
Surface field F1

Table 2: Summary of baseline hedgerows assessed against the DEFRA Biodiversity Metric 4.0
Calculation Tool condition sheets.

Hedgerow | Condition | \q | Ao | g1 | B2 [c1| c2 | D1 | D2 | E1 | E2 | Condition

No. Criterion

H1 Native YIN|Y| Y Y| Y | Y ]| Y |NA|NA Good
Hedgerow

H2 Native Y| Y|IN|N|Y] Y | Y N | N/A | N/A | Moderate
Hedgerow

Table 3: Summary of proposed area-based habitats assessed against the DEFRA Biodiversity Metric

4.0 Calculation Tool condition sheets.

e Condition Condition Assessment
Habitat Location Sheet Criteria Criteria Condition
Reference | Achieved (Y/N)
A N Poor
Grassins |2 T
Modified Turfed grass Habitat Type T
D v A which is
Grassland areas (Low )
LN E N essential for
Distinctiveness)
F Y Moderate
G v condition
A Y
B N
Grassland c Y Moderate
Modified Amenity Habitat Type D Y
Grassland grass areas (Low (517 passed)
Distinctiveness) E N
F Y
G Y
Alon Grassland A Y Moderate
Other Neutral 9 Habitat Type (6 /7 passed)
eastern, . B Y . o
Grassland (Medium Failed Criterion F
southern and Lo .
Distinctiveness) C Y as conservative
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Condition Assessment

Proposed L n Condition — — Conditi
Habitat ocation Sheet Criteria Criteria ondition
Reference | Achieved (Y/N)
southwestern D % estimate which is
boundaries essential for
E Y Good condition
F N
Area beneath A N Poor
Ruderal /
Ephemeral new Urban B N
hedgerow (1/ 3 passed)
C Y
A Y
B Y
ig:ggg C N Moderate
Urban Tree develooment Individual Trees
arga D Y (4 /6 passed)
E N
F Y

Developed Land;
Sealed Surface

Condition Assessment N/A

Vegetated Garden

Condition Assessment N/A

Introduced Shrub

Condition Assessment N/A

Table 4: Summary of enhanced and proposed hedgerows assessed against the DEFRA Biodiversity

Metric 4.0 Calculation Tool condition sheets.

Hedgerow
No.

Condition
Criterion

Al

A2

Bl

B2

Ci| C2

D1

D2 El

E2 Condition

H1

Enhanced
to Species-
Rich Native
Hedgerow

Y N/A

N/A Good

H3

Created
Species-
Rich Native
Hedgerow

Y N/A

N/A Good

9. It should be noted that the DEFRA Biodiversity Metric calculation does not take
into consideration measures relating to protected or notable species. The

provision of new species-rich grassland will

provide enhanced foraging

opportunities for Badgers, bats, and birds, as well as potential terrestrial habitat
for amphibians. New tree and hedgerow planting will provide enhanced foraging
and navigational opportunities for bats, foraging and nesting opportunities for birds
and foraging opportunities for Badgers, potential hibernation/shelter opportunities
for amphibians, as well as enhanced habitat for invertebrates.

10.

A number of additional enhancements will also be provided as part of the proposed

development, that are not accounted for within the net gain calculation. This
includes the provision of bat boxes providing enhanced roosting opportunities for
bats and bird boxes providing enhanced nesting opportunities for birds, as well as
the provision of log piles/hibernacula that will provide enhanced hibernation
opportunities for amphibians and create new habitat for saproxylic invertebrates
post-development.
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CONCLUSION

11. The calculation indicates that a net gain in biodiversity can be achieved under the
current development proposals. It has also been demonstrated that the proposals
would achieve a net gain in excess of 10%, specifically a 15.15% increase in
habitat units and a 92.03% increase in hedgerow units, which is expected to
become the minimum net gain requirement following the adoption of a regulation
within the Environment Act.

12. Itis also considered that the development proposals will deliver a further net gain
in biodiversity through the additional enhancement measures detailed above that
are not accounted for within the calculation. As such, it is considered that it has
been demonstrated that the proposed development will achieve an overall net gain
in biodiversity over the existing situation.
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PLAN BNG1
Existing Habitats
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PLAN BNG2
Proposed Habitats
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APPENDIX 2
DEFRA Biodiversity Metric Calculation
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Habitat units 8.86
On-site baseline Hedgerow units 3.03
Watercourse units 0.00
i i i Habitat units 10.20
On-site post—mterventlon Hedgerow units 5.83
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement) T eEae i 0.00
. Habitat units 134
On-site net change T 219
(units & percentage) Watercourse units 0.00
Habitat units 0.00
Off-site baseline Hedgerow units 0.00
Watercourse units 0.00
i i i Habitat units 0.00
Off-site post-intervention Hedgerow uits 0.00
(Including habitat retention, creation & enhancement) T eEae i 0.00
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Watercourse units
Trading rules satisfied?
Unit Type Target Baseline Units Units Required Unit Deficit
Habitat units 10.00% 8.86 9.74 0.00
Hedgerow units 10.00% 3.08 3.34 0.00
Watercourse units 10.00% 0.00 0.00 0.00
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