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Condition Assessment Score

Good (3)

Yes

Moderate (2)

Poor (1)

Essential criteria passed (Yes or No)

Footnote 1 – Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense , spear thistle Cirsium vulgare , curled dock Rumex crispus , broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius , common nettle Urtica dioica , creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens , greater plantain Plantago major , white clover Trifolium repens  and cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris .

Footnote 2 – For example, this could include small, scattered areas of bare ground allowing establishment of new species, or localised patches where not exceeding 10% cover. 

Footnote 3 – Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accordingly, applying a buffer zone around the invasive non-native species with a size relative to its risk of spread into adjacent habitat, using professional judgement.

Footnote 4 – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

The grassland condition assessment generates a weighting (score) ranging from 1 - 3, which is used within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The scores for each are set out in the tables below.

Passes 6 or 7 criteria 
including passing essential 
criterion A

Passes 4 or 5 criteria 
including passing essential 
criterion A

Passes 3 or fewer criteria; 
OR 
Passes 4 - 6 criteria 
(excluding criterion A)

Footnotes

Number of criteria passed

Condition Assessment 
Result (out of 7 criteria)

Score Achieved ('Yes' in relevant box)

Bareground cover is 1% to 10%, including localised areas 
(e.g. concentration of rabbit warrens)2.

Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum  is less than 20%.

No invasive non-native plant species3 (Schedule 9 of 
WCA4).

Condition Assessment Criteria Criterion passed (Yes or No)

There are 6-8 vascular plant species per m2 present, 
including at least 2 forbs (these may include those listed 
in Footnote 1). Note - this criterion is essential for 
achieving Moderate or Good condition. Where vascular 

plant species are characteristic of medium, high/ very high 

distinctiveness grassland (9 or more of these characteristic 

species per m2 (excluding those in Footnote1) use 6B.

Sward height is varied (atleast 20% of sward is <7cm & at 
least  20% is > 7cm) (microclimates for 
vertebrates/invertebrates to live/breed). 

Scrub <20% of  total grassland area. (Some scattered 
scrub such as bramble may be present). Patches of scrub 

with continuous (>90%) cover should be classified as the 

relevant scrub habitat type .

Physical damage <5% of total grassland area (excessive 
poaching, damage from machinery use/storage, erosion 
caused by high levels of access, or any other damaging 
management activities)

Condition Sheet: GRASSLAND Habitat Type (low distinctiveness)

Habitat type: Grassland - Modified grassland 

Habitat description: See the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide.

Survey methodology: ensure to fill out survey cover sheet 

Habitat reference (e.g. G1)



H12 H11 H10 H9 H8 H7 H6 H5 H4 H3 H2 H1

Native 

hedgerow with 

trees

Native 

hedgerow with 

trees

Native 

hedgerow with 

trees

Native 

Hedgerow 

Native 

Hedgerow 

Native hedgeow- 

asscoiated with 

bank or ditch

Native 

hedgerow with 

trees

Native 

hedgerow with 

trees

Species rich native 

hedgerow with trees- 

associated with 

bank or ditch

Native hedgeow- 

asscoiated with 

bank or ditch

Species rich native 

hedgerow with trees- 

associated with 

bank or ditch

A1. Height
>1.5 m average along 

length
Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

A2. Width
>1.5 m average along 

length
Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

B1.
Gap - 

hedge base

Gap between ground 

and base of canopy 

<0.5 m for >90% of 

length

Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

B2.

Gap - 

hedge 

canopy 

continuity

Gaps make up <10% of 

total length; and 

No canopy gaps >5 m

No Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes No

C1.

Undisturbe

d ground 

and 

perennial 

vegetation

>1 m width of 

undisturbed ground 

with perennial 

herbaceous vegetation 

for >90% of length:

· Measured from outer 

edge of hedgerow

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No

C2.

Nutrient-

enriched 

perennial 

vegetation

Plant species indicative 

of nutrient enrichment 

of soils dominate <20% 

cover of the area of 

undisturbed ground.

No Yes No Yes No No Yes No No No Yes No

D1.

Invasive 

and 

neophyte 

species

>90% of the hedgerow 

& undisturbed ground 

is free of invasive non-

native plant species 

(Schedule 9 of WCA
3
) 

and recently introduced 

species.

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

D2.
Current 

damage

>90% of the hedgerow 

or undisturbed ground 

is free of damage 

caused by human 

activities.

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

E1. Tree class

>1 age-class of tree 

present (e.g. young, 

mature, veteran &/ 

ancient8), and on 

average >1 mature, 

ancient/ veteran tree 

present per 20 - 50m.

Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes

E2. Tree health

>95% of trees are 

healthy condition 

(excluding veteran 

features valuable for 

wildlife). Little/no 

evidence of adverse 

impact on tree health by 

damage from livestock, 

wild animals, pests, 

diseases or human 

activity.

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Footnotes

Footnote 1 – DEFRA (2007) Hedgerow Survey Handbook. A standard procedure for local surveys in the UK.  [online] Available on: 

layout (hedgelink.org.uk)

Footnote 2 – STALEY, J.T. ET AL. (2020) Definition of Favourable Conservation Status for Hedgerows. [online] Available on: 

Definition of Favourable Conservation Status for Hedgerows - RP2943 (naturalengland.org.uk)

Footnote 3 – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

The Vascular Plant Red Data List for Great Britain (Species Status No. 7) | JNCC Resource Hub

Footnote 5 – BOTANICAL SOCIETY OF BRITAIN AND IRELAND (BSBI). Definitions: wild, native or alien?  [online] Available on:

Definitions: wild, native or alien? – Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland (bsbi.org)

Footnote 6 – BSBI and Biological Records Centre (BRC) (2022) Online Atlas of the British and Irish Flora. [online] Available on: 

Acknowledgements | Online Atlas of the British and Irish Flora (brc.ac.uk)

Footnote 7 – GB NON-NATIVE SPECIES SECRETARIAT (GBNNSS) (2022) Available on:

Home » NNSS (nonnativespecies.org)

Footnote 8 – See gov.uk standing advice on ancient and veteran trees. Available from: 

Keepers of time: ancient and native woodland and trees policy in England (publishing.service.gov.uk)

and

Ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees: advice for making planning decisions - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Poor (1)

No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in 

any functional group.

No more than 5 failures in total; AND Does not fail both 

attributes in more than one functional group (for example, fails 

attributes A1, A2, B1, C2 and E1 = Moderate condition).

Fails a total of more than 5 attributes; OR Fails both attributes 

in more than one functional group (for example, fails attributes 

A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor condition).

The hedgerow condition assessment generates a weighting (score) ranging from 1 - 3, which is used within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The scores for each are set out in the tables below.

Condition categories for hedgerows without trees

Hedgerows without trees - Score achieved ('Yes' in relevant box below)

Hedgerows with trees - Score achieved ('Yes' in relevant box below)

Condition categories for hedgerows with trees

Category Requirements 

No more than 2 failures in total; AND No more than 1 failure in 

any functional group.

No more than 4 failures in total; AND Does not fail both 

attributes in more than one functional group (for example, fails 

attributes A1, A2, B1 and C2 = Moderate condition).

Fails a total of more than 4 attributes; OR Fails both attributes 

in more than one functional group (for example, fails attributes 

A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor condition).

Category

Criterion passed (Yes or No)

Survey methodology: ensure to fill out survey cover sheet.  If surveying more than 50 hedgerows duplicate the sheet and rename prior to starting survey. 

Habitat type (e.g. Native hedgerow)

Habitat reference (e.g. H1)

Habitat description: See the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide. Don't use 'associated with ditch' if the ditch is wet - record as wet ditch under ditch condition sheet.

Habitat Type - Native hedgerow - Native hedgerow associated with bank or ditch - Native hedgerow with trees - Native hedgerow with trees associated with bank or ditch - Species-rich native hedgerow - Species-rich native hedgerow associated with bank or ditch - Species-rich native hedgerow with trees - Species-rich native hedgerow with trees associated with bank or ditch

Native 

hedgerow with 

trees

Condition sheet: HEDGEROW Habitat Types

Footnote 4 – CHEFFINGS, C. M. et al. (2005) The Vascular Plant Red Data List for Great Britain.  Species Status 7: 1-116. [online] Available on: 

Moderate (2)

Good (3)

Category Requirements

Moderate (2)

Poor (1)

This criterion identifies if the trees are subject to 

damage which compromises the survival and health of 

the individual specimens.

Category

Good (3)

The level of disturbance (excluding wildlife disturbance) 

at the base of the hedgerow.

Undisturbed ground is present for at least 90% of  

hedgerow length, > 1 m in width and must be present 

along at least one side of the hedgerow. 

Boundary habitat - Cultivation, heavily trodden footpaths, 

poached ground etc. can limit available habitat niches.

The indicator species used are nettles Urtica spp., 

cleavers Galium aparine and docks Rumex  spp. Their 

presence, either singly or together, does not exceed the 

20% cover threshold.

Recently introduced species refer to plants that have 

naturalised in the UK since AD 1500 (neophytes).  

Archaeophytes count as natives. 

Damaging activities that may have led/ lead to 

deterioration in other attributes (e.g. evidence of 

pollution, piles of manure or rubble, or inappropriate 

management practices (excessive hedgerow cutting)

This  addresses if there are a range of age-classes or 

morphologies which allow for replacement of trees and 

provide opportunities for different species.

Additional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only

Core groups - applicable to all hedgerow types

Average height of woody growth estimated from stem 

base to shoot tops, excluding any bank beneath the 

hedgerow, any gaps/ isolated trees.

Newly laid/ coppiced hedgerows are indicative of good 

management and pass this criterion for upto 4 years 

max. 

A newly planted hedgerow does not pass this criterion 

(unless it is >1.5 m height).

The average width of woody growth estimated at the 

widest point of the canopy, excluding gaps and isolated 

trees. 

Outgrowths (such as blackthorn are only included in the 

width estimate when they are >0.5 m in height.

Laid, coppiced, cut and newly planted hedgerows are 

indicative of good management and pass this criterion 

for 4 years max. 

Vertical ‘gappiness’ of the hedgerow's  woody 

component & its distance from the ground to the lowest 

leafy growth.

Certain exceptions to this criterion are acceptable (see 

page 65 of the Hedgerow Survey Handbook).

Horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the 

hedgerow. Gaps are complete breaks in the woody 

canopy (no matter how small). 

Access points & gates contribute to the overall 

‘gappiness’ but are not subject to the >5 m criterion.
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Pond (non 
priority)
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Condition Assessment Score

Good (3)
Moderate (2) Yes

Poor (1)

Condition Sheet: POND Habitat Type

Habitat type: Lakes - Ponds (priority habitat), Ponds (non-priority habitat), Temporary lakes ponds and pools (H3170) [Use this condition sheet for Temporary lakes], Ornamental lake or pond [Use this condition sheet for Ornamental ponds, use Lake condition sheet for Ornamental lakes]

Habitat description: See the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide.

Survey methodology: ensure to fill out survey cover sheet 

Habitat type (e.g. Ponds (priority habitat))

Habitat reference (e.g. P1)

Core Criteria - applicable to all ponds (woodland1 and non-woodland):

Condition Assessment Criteria Criterion passed (Yes or No)

Good water quality, clear water (low turbidity, no obvious 
signs of pollution). Turbidity acceptable if pond is grazed 
by livestock.

Semi-natural habitat (moderate distinctiveness +) 
completely surrounds, for >10 m from the pond edge for 
its entire perimeter.

<10% of water surface is duckweed/ filamentous algae 
covered.

The pond is not artificially connected to other 
waterbodies, such as agricultural ditches or artificial 
pipework.

The pond is not artificially stocked with fish. If the pond 
naturally contains fish, it is a native fish assemblage at 
low densities.

Additional Criterion - must be assessed for all non-woodland ponds:

The pond surface is no more than 50% shaded by 
adjacent trees and scrub. 

• Frequently occurring non-native plant species include water fern Azolla filiculoides , Australian swamp stonecrop Crassula helmsii , parrot’s feather Myriophyllum aquaticum , floating pennywort Hydrocotyle ranunculoides  and Japanese knotweed 

Reynoutria japonica , giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum  (on the bank).

• Frequently occurring non-native animals include signal crayfish Pacifastacus leniusculus , zebra mussels Dreissena polymorpha , killer shrimp Dikerogammarus villosus , demon shrimp Dikerogammarus haemobaphes , carp Cyprinus carpio .

Footnote 4 - If the pond is seasonal (as in, it dries out in most summers) then emergent species alone are likely to be found.

Pond water levels can fluctuate naturally throughout the 

year. No obvious artificial dams2, pumps or pipework.

There is an absence of listed non-native plant & animal 

species3.

Emergent, submerged or floating plants (excluding 

duckweed)4 cover at least 50% of the pond area which is 
less than 3 m deep.

Footnote 1 - A woodland pond will be surrounded on all sides by woodland habitat.

Footnote 2 – This excludes natural dams such as those created by Eurasian beaver Castor fiber .

Footnote 3 - Any species included on the Water Framework Directive (WFD) UKTAG GB High Impact Species List should be absent: WFD UKTAG (2021) Classification of aquatic alien species according to their level of impact  [online]. Available from: 

Results for non-woodland ponds which require assessment of 9 criteria

Passes 9 criteria
Passes 6 to 8 criteria

Passes 5 or fewer criteria

Footnotes

UKTAG classification of alien species working paper v8.pdf (wfduk.org)

Number of criteria passed

The pond condition assessment generates a weighting (score) ranging from 1 - 3, which is used within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The scores for each are set out in the tables below.

Condition Assessment Score Achieved ('Yes' in relevant box)



Mixed Scrub 

A

No

B
Yes

C

No

D

No

E
Yes

2

Condition Assessment Score

Good (3)

Moderate (2)

Poor (1)
Yes

and

Condition Sheet: SCRUB Habitat Type

Habitat description: See the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide. 

Survey methodology: ensure to fill out survey cover sheet 

Habitat type (e.g. Mixed scrub)

Footnote 1 – Professional judgement should be used alongside the UKHab description.

Footnote 2 – Native woody species as defined and listed in the Hedgerow Survey Handbook: DEFRA (2007) Hedgerow Survey Handbook: A standard procedure for local surveys in the UK.  2nd ed. [online]. Defra, London. PB1195. Available from: Hedgerow 

Survey Handbook (publishing.service.gov.uk).

Footnote 3 – See gov.uk standing advice on ancient and veteran species. Available from: 

Keepers of time: ancient and native woodland and trees policy in England (publishing.service.gov.uk)

Ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees: advice for making planning decisions - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Footnote 4 – Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accordingly, applying a buffer zone around the invasive non-native species  with a size relative to its risk of 

spread into adjacent habitat, using professional judgement.   

Footnote 5 – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

Footnote 6 – Species indicative of suboptimal condition for this habitat type may include: non-native conifers, tree-of-heaven Alianthus altissima , holm oak Quercus ilex , European turkey oak Quercus cerris , cherry laurel Prunus laurocerasus , snowberry 

Symphoricarpos  spp., shallon Gaultheria shallon , American skunk cabbage Lysichiton americanus , buddleia Buddleja spp., cotoneaster Cotoneaster  spp., Spanish bluebell Hyacinthoides hispanica  and hybrid bluebells Hyacinthoides x massartiana . 

There may be additional relevant species local to the region and or site.

The scrub has a well-developed edge with scattered 
scrub and tall grassland and or forbs present between 
the scrub and adjacent habitat.

There are clearings, glades or rides present within the 
scrub, providing sheltered edges. 

Condition Assessment Criteria Criterion passed (Yes or No)

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type - 
the appearance and composition of the vegetation 
closely matches its UKHab description (where in its 

natural range).1 

- >80% of scrub is native, 

- >3 native woody species2,
- No single species comprises >75% of the cover (except 
hazel, common juniper, sea buckthorn (only in its 
restricted native range), or box, which can be up to 100% 
cover).

Seedlings, saplings, young shrubs and mature (or 

ancient or veteran3) shrubs are all present. 

Invasive non-native plant species4 (Schedule 9 of WCA5) 

absent and species indicative of suboptimal condition6 

make up <5% of ground cover.

Habitat type: Heathland and shrub - Blackthorn scrub - Gorse scrub - Hawthorn scrub - Hazel scrub - Mixed scrub - Dunes with sea buckthorn (H2160) - Willow scrub Heathland and shrub - Blackthorn scrub

Passes 5 criteria

Passes 3 or 4 criteria

Passes 2 or fewer criteria

Footnotes

Number of criteria passed

The scrub condition assessment generates a weighting (score) ranging from 1 - 3, which is used within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The scores for each are set out in the tables below.

Condition Assessment 
Result (out of 5 criteria)

Score Achieved ('Yes' in relevant box)



Ruderal/Ephemeral

A 

No

B

Yes

C

Yes
No

2

Condition Assessment Score

Good (3)

Moderate (2)

Yes

Poor (1)

and Natural England Access to Evidence page should also be checked for up-to-date information: 

For criterion C – For green roof habitat types only – buddleia Buddleja davidii  should be assessed alongside Schedule 9 species. This species impairs the health of the local ecosystem and reduces the biodiversity potential of the roof. It is also a 

sign that a roof has not been planted and seeded correctly in subsequent years.

Footnote 3 – Assess this for each distinct habitat parcel. If the distribution of invasive non-native species varies across the habitat, split into parcels accordingly, applying a buffer zone around the invasive non-native species with a size relative to 

its risk of spread into adjacent habitat, using professional judgement.   

Footnote 4 – Use professional judgement. Sources of information about non-native species that are not detrimental to native wildlife can be found on the GBNNSS website: 

Alternative plants » NNSS (nonnativespecies.org)

Core Criteria - must be assessed for all urban habitat types

Home » NNSS (nonnativespecies.org)

Horizon-scanning for invasive non-native plants in Great Britain - NECR053 (naturalengland.org.uk)

Essential criteria relevant for habitat type achieved (Yes or No)

Footnotes

Footnote 1 – Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).

Footnote 2 – Sources of information about detrimental non-native species can be found on the GB Non-native Species Secretariat (GBNNSS) website: 

Passes 2 of 3 core criteria; 
OR
Passes 3 of 3 core criteria 
but does not meet the 
requirements for Good 
condition within criterion C.

Passes 0 or 1 of 3 core 
criteria.

Number of criteria passed

The urban condition assessment generates a weighting (score) ranging from 1 - 3, which is used within the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. The scores for each are set out in the tables below.

Condition Assessment 

Results for habitats requiring assessment of 3 core criteria only (all listed urban habitats except Open mosaic habitat on previously developed land, Bioswales, SuDS and Green roofs):

Passes all 3 core criteria; 
AND
Meets the requirements for 
Good condition within 
criterion C.

Condition Assessment Criteria

Vegetation structure is varied, providing opportunities for 
vertebrates and invertebrates to live, eat and breed. A 
single structural habitat component or vegetation type 
does not account for >80% of the total habitat area.

The habitat parcel contains different plant species that 
are beneficial for wildlife, for example flowering species 
providing nectar sources for a range of invertebrates at 
different times of year.

Invasive non-native plant species (chedule 9 of WCA1) 
and others which are to the detriment of native wildlife 

(using professional judgement)2 cover <5% of the total 

vegetated area3. Note - to achieve Good condition, this 
criterion must be satisfied by a complete absence of 
invasive non-native species (rather than <5% cover).

Condition Sheet: URBAN Habitat Type

Habitat type: Sparsely vegetated land - Ruderal/Ephemeral - Tall forbs - Urban - Allotments - Biodiverse green roof - Bioswale - Cemeteries and churchyards  - Facade-bound green wall - Ground based green wall - Intensive green roof - Open mosaic habitats on previously developed land - Rain garden - Sustainable drainage system (SuDS) - Vacant or derelict land  - Bare ground

Habitat description: See the Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide.

Survey methodology: ensure to fill out survey cover sheet 

Habitat type (e.g. Ruderal/ephemeral)


