
From:                                 East and East Midlands Forest Area Enquiries 
<eandem@forestrycommission.gov.uk>
Sent:                                  13 August 2026 19:48:15 UTC+01:00
To:                                      "PF - Planning" <planningapplications@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk>
Subject:                             RE: Planning Application Ref: 24/00914/OUT - Public Speaking procedure at the 
Planning Committee

Thank you for inviting the Forestry Commission to respond to the consultation on the 
Neighbourhood Plan, Unfortunately, we do not have the resources to respond to individual plans 
but we have some key points to make relevant to all neighbourhood plans.
 
Forestry Commission and Neighbourhood Planning
 
Existing trees in your community
The Forestry Commission would like to encourage communities to review the trees and 
woodlands in their neighbourhood and consider whether they are sufficiently diverse in age and 
species to prove resilient in the face of tree pests and diseases or climate change. For example, if 
you have a high proportion of Ash, you are likely to see the majority suffering from Ash 
Dieback. Some communities are proactively planting different species straight away, to mitigate 
the effect of losing the Ash; you can find out more here. Alternatively, if you have a high 
proportion of Beech, you may find they suffer particularly from drought or flood stress as the 
climate becomes more extreme. There are resources available to help you get ideas for other 
species you can plant to diversify your tree stock and make it more resilient.
 
Ancient Woodland
If you have ancient woodland within or adjacent to your boundary it is important that it is 
considered within your plan. Ancient woodlands are irreplaceable, they have great value because 
they have a long history of woodland cover, with many features remaining undisturbed. This 
applies equally to Ancient Semi Natural Woodland (ASNW) and Plantations on Ancient 
Woodland Sites (PAWS). It is Government policy to refuse development that will result in the 
loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats including ancient woodland, unless "there are 
wholly exceptional reasons and a suitable compensation strategy exists" (National Planning 
Policy Framework paragraph 180).
The Forestry Commission has prepared joint Standing Advice for the treatment of Ancient 
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woodland and veteran trees. This advice is a material consideration for planning decisions across 



England and can also be a useful starting point for policy considerations. 
The Standing Advice explains the definition of ancient woodland, its importance, ways to 
identify it and the policies that relevant to it. It provides advice on how to protect ancient 
woodland when dealing with planning applications that may affect ancient woodland. It also 
considers ancient wood-pasture and veteran trees. It will provides links to Natural England's 
Ancient Woodland Inventory and assessment guides as well as other tools to assist you in 
assessing potential impacts. 

Deforestation
The overarching policy for the sustainable management of forests, woodland and trees in 
England is a presumption against deforestation. 

Woodland Creation
The UK is committed in law to net zero emissions by 2050. Tree planting is recognised as 
contributing to efforts to tackle the biodiversity and climate emergencies we are currently facing. 
Neighbourhood plans are a useful mechanism for promoting tree planting close to people so that 
the cultural and health benefits of trees can be enjoyed alongside their broader environmental 
benefits. Any planting considered by the plan should require healthy resilient tree stock to 
minimise the risk of pests and diseases and maximise its climate change resilience, a robust 
management plan should also be put in place. 
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From: planning@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk <planning@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk>
Sent: 13 August 2026 16:10
To: East and East Midlands Forest Area Enquiries <eandem@forestrycommission.gov.uk>
Subject: Planning Application Ref: 24/00914/OUT - Public Speaking procedure at the Planning 
Committee

This Message originated outside your organisation.

Please see the attached document from Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council detailing the 
procedure for Public Speaking at the Planning Committee for the above Planning Application.

Any opinions expressed in this message are those of the sender and do not necessarily express 
the views of the Borough Council. The information contained in this message, and any 
attachments, is intended solely for the use of the individual or organisation to whom this message 
is sent, and should be treated as private a nd confidential. If you have received this email in error, 
please notify Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council (ICT Services): Tel: +44 (01455) 
238141.

This email and any files sent with it are confidential.
If this email isn't intended for you, please notify the sender immediately and then permanently 
delete it.
You must not read, print, store, disclose, copy or take any other action in respect of this email.

We routinely monitor incoming and outgoing email messages to ensure they comply with 
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council's policy on the use of electronic communications.
The contents of emails may have to be disclosed to a request under the Data Protection Act 2018, 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 and/or the Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

The views expressed by the author may not necessarily reflect the views or policies of Hinckley 
& Bosworth Borough Council.

Attachments to email messages may contain viruses that may damage your system.
Whilst Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council has taken every reasonable precaution to 
minimise this risk, we cannot accept any liability for any damage you suffer as a result.
You are advised to carry out your own virus checks before opening any attachment.

Save paper - only print this email if necessary.

Visit us online: www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk

Main office: Hinckley Hub, Rugby Road, Hinckley, Leics LE10 0FR. Main switchboard: 01455 
238141

Disclaimer

mailto:planning@hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk
http://www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/


The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the 
recipient and others authorised to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited 
and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware.


