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Limitations 

The assessments and interpretation have been made in line with legislation and guidelines in force at the time of 
writing, representing best practice at that time. 

All of the comments and opinions contained in this report, including any conclusions, are based on the information 
obtained by BWB during our investigations.   

There may be other conditions prevailing on the Site which have not been disclosed by this investigation and which 
have not been taken into account by this report.  Responsibility cannot be accepted for conditions not revealed by 
the investigation. 

Except as otherwise requested by the Client, BWB is not obliged and disclaims any obligation to update the report for 
events taking place after:  

 a) the date on which this assessment was undertaken; and 

 b) the date on which the final report is delivered. 

BWB makes no representation whatsoever concerning the legal significance of its findings or to other legal matters 
referred to in the following report.  

This report has been prepared for the sole use of the Client. No other third parties may rely upon or reproduce the 
contents of this report without the written permission of BWB.  If any unauthorised third party comes into possession of 
this report they rely on it at their own risk and the authors do not owe them any Duty of Care or Skill. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Instruction 

1.1 BWB Consulting (BWB) was instructed by Welcome Break Ltd (‘the Applicant’) to carry 
out an Arboricultural Survey on land designated as Stretton Point off Watling Street, 
Hinckley, LE10 3JB (hereafter referred to as ‘the Site’). The scope of work comprised a 
survey of all trees >75mm on-Site undertaken on 6th January 2025. 

Site Description 

1.2 The Site is an area of disused land of approximately 4.8 hectares (ha) and is located to 
the south of the private property of Stretton Croft. The Site is situated on the outskirts of 
the town of Hinckley to the south and is directly adjacent to the motorway junction 
between the M69 and the A5. To the north of the Site is mostly built up urban residential 
areas with areas to the south, west and east being predominantly rural, consisting of a 
mix of agricultural use. Surrounding mature canopy is limited with mostly boundary trees 
along field edges. A small woodland is located approximately 0.8 km to the south and 
Burbage Wood is approximately 3.5 km to the north-east of the Site. The Site is relatively 
flat with a gradual incline from the south to the north. The Site lies between 105 m – 110 
m above ordnance datum (AOD) and is centred on grid reference SP 43163 91023. 

Objectives 

1.3 The objectives of this report are to complete an Arboricultural Survey of the Site to inform 
the design and mitigation for development. 

1.4 An Arboricultural Impact Assessment and associated Tree Protection/Removal Plans will 
be produced at a later date, once development plans for the Site have been finalised. 
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2. METHOD 

Arboricultural Survey 

2.1 The Arboricultural Survey covers those trees, or groups of trees, which are considered 
relevant for the brief. During the survey, all relevant individual trees and groups of trees 
located within and close to the boundary of the Site were assessed. Trees with an 
estimated stem diameter of 75mm or more that overhang the Site or are located within 
a distance of up to 12 times their estimated stem diameter were included in the survey.  

2.2 The objective of the survey was to collect tree data relevant to the proposed works at 
the Site and to categorise individual trees or tree groups in accordance with BS 
5837:2012 'Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations’, 
based on their condition, quality and future potential.  

2.3 The purpose of the categories within BS 5837:2012 is not to determine whether retention 
of trees is desirable, 'The purpose of the tree categorization method, which should be 
applied by the arboriculturist, is to identify the quality and value (in a non-fiscal sense) 
of the existing tree stock, allowing informed decisions to be made concerning which 
trees should be removed or retained in the event of the development occurring' (BS 
5837:2012, Section 4.5.2). This survey should therefore be regarded as an initial appraisal 
with observations recorded for trees within, and adjacent to, the study area. Remedial 
tree works, foundation design and material specification are not covered within this 
report. 

2.4 The locations for the trees on the Site are shown on the Tree Constraints Plan (Appendix 
1) and are based on the supplied topographical survey drawing (Drawing No. 266-2d). 
To maintain good practice, it is recommended that all measurements be checked on-
Site prior to works commencing. A detailed inspection of the trees with respect to 
decay, defects and hazard is not included with this report.  

2.5 The Site survey was conducted on 6th January 2025 by D. Brown FdSc. 

2.6 Information collected during the survey included species, height, stem diameter, 
branch spread, height of crown clearance, age class, physiological condition, structural 
condition, estimated remaining contribution and category grade. 

2.7 The survey was undertaken from ground level using visual assessment of the tree canopy 
and stem. No removal of vegetation, digging or drilling was undertaken during the 
survey and parts of the stems of some trees remained partly obscured by vegetation. 
The weather conditions at the time of the survey were acceptable. All parts of the Site 
were fully accessed and there were no significant survey limitations.   

2.8 No liability can be accepted in respect of the trees or for events which happen after 
the time of the survey.   
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3. RESULTS 

Arboricultural Survey 

3.1 The tree survey results are shown in Table 3-1 (Tree Survey Schedule) and Appendix 1 
(Tree Constraints Plan), which provides details of canopy spreads and Root Protection 
Areas (RPAs) of the trees included within the survey. The RPAs have been calculated in 
accordance with Section 4.6 of BS 5837:2012. Although the RPA attempts to identify the 
area of each tree’s root system which should be protected, the simplistic circles do not 
take account of constraints such as buildings, landform, walls etc. which may have 
restricted or influenced root development. Circular RPAs are considered to provide a 
reasonable guide to the extent of the likely rooting areas which should ideally be 
protected.  

3.2 A check for Tree Preservation Orders and Conservation Area designations was carried 
out through Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council on 27th June 2023. Tree preservation 
orders were identified upon trees around Stretton Croft within the Northern section of 
the Site. Trees within G13 are subject to TPO order 18/00012/TPORD, trees within G15 – 
G20 and T9 – T14 are subject to TPO order 88/00005/TPORD. Trees within G14 are subject 
to TPO order 77/00002/TPORD. The Site does not fall within a Conservation Area. 

3.3 The trees included within this survey comprised of 21 individual trees, 23 tree groups and 
2 hedgerows. 

 9 individual trees were classified as Category A trees;  

 10 tree groups were classified as Category A trees;  

 6 individual trees were classified as Category B trees; 

 9 tree groups were classified as Category B trees; 

 6 individual trees were classified as Category C trees;  

 4 tree groups were classified as Category C trees; 

 1 hedgerow was classified as Category B; and 

 1 hedgerow was classified as Category C. 

 There were no Category U trees. 
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Table 3-1: Tree Survey Schedule 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

INDIVIDUAL TREES 

T1 Oak MM 22 6 8 10 6 1.5 930 G F 30+ 

Large mature oak with 
very large crown. Failed 
lower limb on North of 
crown. Dense ivy 
colonisation of stem 
and crown break. 
Significant landscape 
tree with high carbon 
sequestration potential.  

Retain and remove 
damaged limb at 
base.  

A2 11.16 

T2 Bird cherry YM 7.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 0.5 210 G G 20+ 

Tree located in open 
glade of woodland 
area; small tree not 
visible from external 
areas  

Retain C1 2.52 

T3 Poplar MM 25 7 7 7 7 8 830 G G 20+ 

Very large poplar tree 
within woodland group. 
Dominating canopy 
extending above 
woodland. High 
landscape value.  

Retain A2 9.96 

T4 Oak MM 20 8 11.5 10 12 4 900* G G 30+ 

Very large mature oak 
adjacent disused road. 
Deadwood throughout, 
large canopy area, 
very good carbon 
sequestration 
capability. High value 

Retain A2 10.8 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

landscape feature, No 
obvious defects or signs 
of ill health identified.  

T5 Ash MM 19 4 4 4 4 2.5 350* F F 10+ 

Mature ash with small 
narrow crown, tall 
growth, dieback 
throughout crown. 

Retain or remove 
as per 
development plans  

C2 4.2 

T6 Sycamore  MM 18.5 6 6 6 6 1.5 

5 
stems 
200, 
300, 
250, 
250, 
300 

F F 20+ 

Large multi stemmed 
tree which is self-sown 
growing from opposite 
bank of drainage ditch. 
Large crown area. 
Some minor damage at 
base, no 
included/weak unions 
identified. 

Retain or remove 
as per 
development 
plans.  

C2 5.9 

T7 Sycamore  MM 19.5 8 10 8 8.5 3 800 G F 30+ 

Large mature sycamore 
with very large crown 
on adjacent roadside. 
Prominent feature. 

Retain A2 9.6 

T8 Sycamore  MM 18 6.5 9 9 7.5 2 950 F F 20+ 

Large tree with very 
dense ivy colonisation. 
Crown is sparse with 
limited foliage; ivy is 
beginning to out 
compete crown.  

Retain B2 11.4 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

T9 Oak MM 20 6 8 6 7 3 750 G G 30+ 

Large mature oak 
along edge of shelter 
belt vegetation. Large 
crown and with 
adjacent oaks form 
large canopy area. 
High landscape and 
environmental value.  

Retain. Further 
investigation 
needed to observe 
extent of basal 
decay. 

A2 9 

T10 Oak MM 20 6 4.5 5 6 3 680 G G 30+ 

Large mature oak 
along edge of shelter 
belt vegetation. Large 
crown and with 
adjacent oaks form 
large canopy area. 
High landscape and 
environmental value. 

Retain  A2 8.16 

T11 Oak MM 20 6 4 6 6 3 570 G G 30+ 

Large mature oak 
along edge of shelter 
belt vegetation. Large 
crown and with 
adjacent oaks form 
large canopy area. 
High landscape and 
environmental value. 

Retain  A2 6.84 

T12 Oak MM 16 7 7.5 8 8.5 0 650 F F 30+ 
Mature oak with wide 
large crown. Minor 
deadwood throughout 
open grown tree which 

Retain A2 7.8 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

provides good carbon 
sequestration potential.  

T13 Oak MM 15 6 6 9 9 1.5 570 F F 30+ 

Mature oak with smaller 
crown than 
neighbouring trees, 
multiple failed libs and 
damage throughout 
crown.  

Retain B2 6.84 

T14 Oak MM 20 8.5 7.5 9.5 7 2 840 G G 30+ 

Large mature oak with 
large wide crown. 
Provides high 
landscape and 
environmental value. 
No obvious defects or 
signs of ill health 
identified, minor 
deadwood throughout 
crown.  

Retain A2 10.08 

T15 Oak MM 21 6 6 7.5 9 0 800* F F 30+ 

Mature oak on 
boundary, difficult 
ground restricted 
access. Large mature 
tree with significant 
crown area.  

Retain B2 9.6 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

T16 Ash  YM 10 4 4 4 4 1.5 250 F F 20+ 

Self-sown semi mature 
ash located in fence 
adjacent to motorway 
junction.  

Retain or remove 
as per 
development plans  

C1 3 

T17 Oak  MM 20 5 6.5 7.5 7 2 950 F F 10+ 

Large mature oak on 
roadside adjacent to 
footpath. Recent works 
to new access drive 
very close to stem, 
does not appear to 
have been completed 
using no dig spec, 
potential for damage 
to structural roots 
during construction 
may require further 
investigation.  

Retain  B2 11.4 

T18 Maple YM 12 3 3 3 3 2.5 220* G G 20+ 

Semi mature tree in 
hedgerow. No obvious 
defects or signs of ill 
health identified. Small 
tree. 

Retain or remove 
as per 
development 
plans. 
 
  

C1 2.64 

T19 Oak  M 18 6 6 6 6 3 680 G F 20+ 
Mature tree adjacent 
to road. Ivy restricting 
inspection of stem.  

Retain where 
possible B1 209.18 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

T20 Holly  YM 14 4 4 4 4 3 420 G F 20+ 

Early mature tree 
adjacent to road and 
access drive for 
property adjacent.  

Retain where 
possible  B1 79.8 

T21 Elm YM 14 5 3 3 3 2 330 G F 10+ 

Codominant stem with 
poor inclusion of union. 
Adjacent to third part 
car park. 

Retain or remove 
as per 
development plans 

C1 49.27 

GROUPS OF TREES 

G1 Ash, sycamore, 
oak,  MM 21 8 8 8 8 1.5 600-

800 F F-P 30+ 

Group of large mature 
trees situated along 
drainage ditch. 
Numerous dead stems 
within group with 1 
large fallen tree. 
Multiple damage to 
trees within group and 
deadwood throughout. 
Still provides significant 
screening and 
landscape feature 
along boundary with 
motorway.  

Retain and 
manage group to 
remove dangerous 
trees where 
retained close to 
development. 

B2 8.4 

G2 

Beech, 
sycamore, 
Scots pine, 
hawthorn, ash,  

YM-
MM 18 6 6 6 6 1 300-

500 F F-P 30+ 

Line of trees along 
drainage ditch, mix of 
mature and semi 
mature trees with 
varying sizes due to 
competition. Number of 

Retain and 
manage group to 
remove dead and 
dangerous trees if 
retained near to 
development.  

B2 4.8 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

dead and dying trees 
within group and 
various degrees of 
damage. Unmanaged 
area. Provides good 
level of screening from 
motorway and 
significant area of 
mature canopy.  

G3 Ash, sycamore YM 15.5 5 5 5 5 1 200-
300 G G 30+ 

Line of trees along 
fence line adjacent to 
motorway. Mostly multi 
stemmed self-sown 
trees. Provide good 
screening against road. 
No obvious defects or 
signs of ill health 
identified.  

Retain B2 3.6 

G4 

Ash, sycamore, 
hawthorn, 
cherry, beech, 
horse chestnut  

MM 20 7 7 7 7 1 500 F F-P 20+ 

Group of mature trees 
along drainage ditch. 
Multiple dead and 
dying trees and 1 tree 
which has fallen over. 
Remaining tree area 
mix of large mature 
trees with younger and 
smaller understorey 
trees creating creep 
along motorway. Good 
landscape feature.  

Retain and 
manage group to 
make dead and 
dangerous trees 
safe.  

B2 6 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

G5 
Sycamore, 
beech, horse 
chestnut  

MM 19.5 7 7 7 7 1.5 700-
1000 F F 30+ 

Group of 4 large 
mature trees. 1x 
Sycamore is dead. 
Remaining trees 
showing varying 
degrees of damage 
with 1 x beech having 
failed upper stem 
which is caught in 
upper canopy. Group 
provides large area of 
mature canopy with 
surviving trees and is a 
significant landscape 
feature. Dead 
sycamore has fungal 
fruiting bodies 
indicative of 
Kretzschmaria deutzia 
adjacent to mature 
beech. Beech tree 
showing dieback in tips 
NE. 

Retain and 
manage group to 
remove dead and 
dangerous trees or 
parts. Tree survey 
schedule to 
monitor vitality in 
beech every 24 
months. 

A2 12 

G6 
Sycamore, ash, 
cherry, poplar, 
hawthorn,  

YM-
MM 20 5 5 5 5 1.5 300 F F 40+ 

Woodland group with a 
mix of tree sizes and 
conditions. Several 
fallen stems are 
located within the 
group. Good woodland 
structure with 
vegetation on all layers. 

Retain A2 3.6 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

Provides large area of 
canopy and good 
habitat.  

G7 Poplar, ash, 
sycamore  YM 18 5 5 5 5 1 300 G G 30+ 

Group of trees along 
boundary fence line 
adjacent to motorway. 
Provides screening and 
noise buffer for site.  

Retain B2 3.6 

G8 Ash MM 19 7.5 8 7 8.5 4 600 F F 30+ 

2x mature ash on 
opposite side of access 
road and ditch. Large 
canopies with 
significant landscape 
impact.  

Retain A2 7.2 

G9 

Lime, 
hawthorn, field 
maple, ash, 
sycamore,  

MM 15 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 0 400-
600 G G 30+ 

Line of trees along 
edge of field and 
adjacent disused road, 
Provides an avenue of 
continuous mature 
canopy. Good 
landscape impact with 
no obvious defects or 
signs of ill health 
identified.  

Retain A2 6 

G10 Ash, lime, holly  MM 21 7.5 7.5 7.5 7.5 1.5 600-
800 F F 30+ 

Group of mature 
forming large area of 
mature canopy, 
located along edge of 
field adjacent to 

Retain a managed 
group to removed 
dead and 
damaged parts.  

A2 8.4 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

disused road. Forms 
screen for site and 
significant landscape 
area. Some area of 
damage throughout 
trees and dense 
understory growth.  

G11 Oak MM 18 8 8 8 8 2 750* G F 30+ 

Group of 5 mature oak 
trees on edge of 
disused road. Some 
minor damage through 
all trees with 
deadwood. Overall 
exhibit relatively good 
condition and provide 
significant area of 
mature canopy. High 
value landscape and 
environment feature. 
No obvious defects or 
signs of ill health 
identified.  

Retain  A2 9 

G12 Lime MM 23 8 6 6 7 2.5 700 G G 30+ 

2x mature lime 
adjacent to each 
other. Tall trees which 
together provide 
significant canopy 
area. Dense canopies 
with dense ivy growth 

Retain A2 8.4 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

on stems provides high 
value habitat.  

G13 

Beech, holly, 
birch, Scots 
pine, 
sycamore 

MM 19.5 6 6 6 6 2.5 300-
500 G F 30+ 

Dense group of trees 
along boundary of 
private property. 
Multiple dead and 
dying stems within 
central areas of group. 
Provides dense area of 
mature canopy, high 
value landscape, 
habitat and 
environmental feature.  

Retain  A2 6 

G14 Sycamore, 
cherry, pine,  MM 15.5 7 7 7 7 0 200-

400 F F 20+ 

Group of trees located 
near junction following 
old fence, Edge line 
trees are mostly 
understorey scrub and 
large trees which have 
occluded parts of the 
fence within basal stem 
areas, potential for 
weakening of stems 
due to occlusions. Scots 
pine tree in poor 
physiological condition.  

Retain majority of 
group, self-set 
sycamores on 
fence line may 
require removal if 
development 
proposed in close 
proximity. Remove 
Scots pine. 

B2 3.6 

G15 
Scots pine, 
holly, laurel, 
cypress. 

MM 19 6 6 6 6 0 300-
500 F F 20+ 

Dense area of mixed 
species trees, all are 
evergreen, giving all 
year-round screening. 

Retain B2 6 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

Provides screen for 
private property. Dense 
area of mature 
canopy. various 
degrees of damage 
throughout.  

G16 

Scots pine, 
birch 
sycamore, 
beech, 
cypress,  

MM 19.5 5 5 5 5 2.5 550 G G 30+ 

Shelter belt group of 
mixed woodland trees 
all exhibit good 
condition and are tall 
giving high value 
landscape feature as 
well as dense area of 
continuous mature 
canopy. Some dead 
stems throughout group 
which is good for high 
biodiversity,  

Retain. Remove 
dead stems in 
falling distance of 
highways 

A2 6.6 

G17 Pine, maple, 
spruce MM 18 4 4 4 4 1.5 350 G G 20+ 

Group of mixed species 
trees forming part of 
shelter belt alongside of 
main road. Narrow 
crowns provide areas 
of open space, 
adjacent oaks 
dominate canopy 
area. Group is 
dominated by 
surrounding trees.  

Retain or remove 
as per 
development 
plans.  

C2 4.2 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

G18 Scots pine MM 20 4 4 4 4 3 470 F F 20+ 

2x mature pine. Tall 
narrow crowns, located 
at end of shelter belt 
and form Sporadic 
canopy along 
roadside. No obvious 
defects or signs of ill 
health identified.  

Retain  B2 5.64 

G19 
Scots pine, 
cedar, birch, 
spruce.  

MM 19.5 4 4 4 4 3 450 F F-P 20+ 

Group of mixed species 
of trees along roadside 
forming open end of 
salter belt. Most trees in 
the group are dead 
with only the pine still 
living.  

Retain or remove 
as per 
development 
plans.  

C2 5.4 

G20 
Beech, birch, 
willow, maple, 
cypress, Thuja,  

MM 20 7 7 7 7 0 600 G G 30+ 

Mature woodland 
group of mixed species 
which generally exhibits 
good structure, some 
dead stems within 
woodland which is 
good for biodiversity. 
Good habitat and 
dense area of mature 
canopy.  

Retain A2 7.2 

G21 Oak, ash, 
hawthorn,  YM 17 6.5 6.5 6.5 6.5 2.5 350 G G 30+ 

Line of trees along 
hedge line adjacent to 
footpath. No obvious 
defects or signs of ill 
health identified. Forms 

Retain B2 4.2 
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Comments Recommendations 

Ret. 
Cat. 
(sub 
cat.)  

RPA (m) 
W N S E 

avenue of canopy 
along East side of road.  

G22 Cypress MM 17 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 0 200 G G 10+ 

Dense conifer hedge at 
entrance to private 
property, provides 
screen for property.  

Retain C2 2.4 

G23 
Holly, 
hawthorn, 
cypress 

MM 5 2 2 2 2 0 150 G G 10+ 

Hedgerow of mostly 
holly following edge of 
path within canopy of 
larger trees 

Retain C2 1.8 

HEDGEROWS 

H1 Leyland 
Cypress MM 20 4 4 4 4 3 Up to 

500 G G 20+ 
Hedgerow planted as a 
visual screen and have 
become large trees. 

Retain due to third 
party ownership B2 113.1 

H2 Hawthorn  YM 2 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0 Up to 
75 F F 10+ Hedgerow along grass 

verge adjacent to road 

Retain or remove 
as per 
development plans  

C2 2.54 
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Key: 

 Tree/ Group Ref No. – tree/group number, to be recorded on tree survey plan where necessary.  

 Species – common and scientific names where possible. 

 Age class – young (Y), young mature (YM), middle mature (MM), mature (M), over mature (OM). 

 Height – overall height of tree in metres. 

 Crown spread – in meters taken at the four cardinal points to derive an accurate representation of the crown (to be recorded on the 
tree survey plan where necessary). 

 Crown clearance – in meters above adjacent ground level to inform on ground clearance, crown stem ratio and shading.  

 Stem Dia – stem diameter, in millimetres at 1.5m above adjacent ground level (on sloping ground to the taken on the upslope of the 
tree base) or immediately above the roof flare for multi-stemmed trees. * denotes an estimated measurement where access was limited 

 Physiological condition – e.g. good (G), fair (F), poor (P) and dead (D).  

 Structural condition – e.g. collapsing, the presence of decay and any physical defect. 

 Estimated remaining contribution – in years e.g. less than 10, 10-20, 20-40, more than 40. 

 Management recommendations – including further investigations of suspected defects that require more detailed assessment and 
potential wildlife habitat. All tree work is based on current tree condition and the existing land use and will include work such as hazard 
abatement, encroachment pruning, thinning of groups/woods and good Arboricultural practice. 

 Cat grade – category grade – U or A to C, to be recorded in plan on the tree survey plan where possible.  

 RPA – Root protection area calculated from BS5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction – Recommendations 
in sq/m. Where indicated, dimensions of radius of circle or sides of square based around centre point of trunk calculated for design 
purposes. 
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4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations  

4.1 Tree cover is generally confined to the periphery of the Site within the southern section, 
with the majority of trees located around the private residence of Stretton Croft. The 
majority of trees within the Site are mature trees formed in groups and woodland belts 
with a range of species and conditions. Species found within the Site consist of oak 
Quercus robur, ash Fraxinus excelsior, lime Tilia sp., poplar Populus sp., beech Fagus 
sylvatica, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, birch Betula pendula, Scots pine Pinus 
Sylvestris, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and horse chestnut Aesculus 
hippocastanum. 

4.2 T1 and T2 are two very large trees located along the southern boundary and which are 
significantly taller than the surrounding trees along this boundary. Both exhibit relatively 
good condition and provide very high value landscape impact for the Site due to their 
significant size. Both are considered to be BS5837:2012 Category A. 

4.3 G1 – G7 are groups of trees which are located along the southern boundary and form 
a corridor of mature tree canopy as well as a screen against the adjacent motorway. 
Together these groups provide a significant area of continuous mature tree canopy with 
high sequestration capability, as well as high screening impact for the Site and 
surrounding areas. A number of the groups contain some trees which are smaller than 
others, or trees with significant damage or decline. There are a number of dead trees 
within the groups along the length of the boundary. Those groups identified with 
damaged or dead trees have been categorised as Category B, with remaining groups 
being Category A.  

4.4 Open areas within the groups are screened from the adjacent motorway by young ash 
and sycamore trees along the fence line within G3 and G7. All trees along the southern 
boundary are located along the small stream at the base of a small embankment. RPAs 
of trees within these groups do not pass beyond the line of the embankment and should 
therefore not pose a significant constraint upon development where the stream and 
embankment are retained. 

4.5 G9 and G10 are an avenue of mature trees consisting of mostly lime trees. All exhibit 
good condition and provide an avenue of continuous canopy along the western 
boundary. These are tall trees and therefore provide significant landscape importance 
along this boundary and will screen the Site from adjacent land use. All are considered 
to be BS5837:2012 Category A. Consideration should be given within designs for a buffer 
along the boundary to ensure construction remains outside of the RPA. 

4.6 G8, G11 and T4 - T6 are all located on the opposite side of Wolvey Road on adjacent 
properties. Along the disused section of the road, all trees are located on the western 
side of a drainage ditch. These trees and groups consist of a number of large oak and 
sycamore trees which have very large crowns and will provide high carbon 
sequestration capabilities within an area close to a major motorway. Due to the position 
of the trees, it is unlikely that there will be any constraint upon development as rooting 
is unlikely to be within the Site. All are considered to be BS5837:2012 Category A and B. 
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4.7 Trees within G13, G15 and G20 are all within the curtilage of Stretton Croft and their 
retention will therefore be required. All are groups of large mature trees which provide 
significant areas of mature canopy within an area that is predominantly urban or 
agricultural with little dense canopy cover and are therefore important for a range of 
landscape, habitat and environmental features. Both G13 and G20 are considered to 
be BS5837:2012 Category A with G15 being Category B due to a number of damaged 
and dead trees within the group. RPA encroachment within the developable area must 
be taken into account during designs to limit construction requirements within the RPA. 
Trees within both G15 and G20 are subject to a tree preservation order under order 
number 88/00005/TPORD. Trees within G13 are subject to a tree preservation order under 
order number 18/00012/TPORD. 

4.8 Along the eastern boundary and adjacent to Watling Street are trees within G16 along 
with T9 – T11. G16 is a group of mature trees of mixed species forming an avenue of 
mature canopy between the road and private property of Stretton Croft. This group 
contains tall trees which provide a significant landscape feature along Watling Street 
with high visibility from surrounding areas. T9 – T11 are three mature oaks along the edge 
of Watling Street immediately adjacent to the path. These provide wide crowns which 
overhang the road and are a significant visual feature along the road. All trees within 
G16 and T9 – T11 are considered to be BS5837:2012 Category A and are subject to a 
tree preservation order under order number 88/00005/TPORD. 

4.9 Continuing along Watling Street to the south are a number of tree groups, G17 – G19, 
all of which contain some smaller trees or those which are damaged or dead in areas. 
G17 is a group of smaller trees which are generally suppressed by the larger 
neighbouring trees of T9-T11 and are therefore not as significantly visible from both 
external and internal areas of the Site. G19 contains a high proportion of dead trees 
and standing stems of birch with a small number of Scots pine remaining alive within the 
group along the boundary. G18 contains two Scots pine with open spacing between 
them. Trees within these groups do not form dense canopy due to positioning and the 
presence of dead trees with lost crown and are therefore considered to be Category B 
and C due to lower impact they provide and poorer condition. All are however subject 
to the TPO order 88/00005/TPORD. 

4.10 Three trees are located within the Site adjacent to the groups along Watling Street. T12 
– T14 are three large mature oak trees, which are in open grown crown form. Both T12 
and T14 exhibit good condition and provide large crowns and are considered to be 
Category A trees. T13 is a smaller tree than its neighbours and exhibits damage 
throughout the crown from a number of failed limbs and is therefore considered to be 
Category B. All three trees however will provide significant carbon sequestration 
potential. Where possible these trees should be retained, due to the higher 
sequestration potential of open grown full crown trees. Where removal would be 
required, consideration of replanting with larger planting stock such as semi-mature 
trees should be considered in order to mitigate the loss of a significant area of open 
grown mature canopy. T12 and T14 are considered to be Category A and T13 is 
considered to be Category B. All are subject to TPO order 88/00005/TPODR. The RPA of 
these trees, where retained, must be taken into account during designs to reduce the 
need for construction within the RPA. 
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4.11 Trees within G14 are subject to a TPO under order number 77/00002/TPODR. These trees 
form part of a woodland shelter belt group and border the open grasses area and 
footpath adjacent to the junction between Wolvey Road and Watling Street. Edge line 
trees are relatively sparse with open areas and consist of a number of small self-sown 
trees of mostly cherry with two mature sycamore trees. The two sycamores are both 
multi-stemmed self-sown trees which have occluded around the old metal fence. The 
occlusion of the fence at the base of the trees is likely to lead to a weakening of the 
structure at the base of the trees and their removal would be suitable if development is 
required in close proximity. The removal of these trees would not have a detrimental 
effect on the overall woodland group. G14 is considered to be Category B. 

4.12 Along the Eastern side of Watling Street are several trees within G21, as well as T17, T19 
and T20 which are  considered to be Category B trees. Trees within G21 are not 
considered to present significant constraint upon development due to the existing road 
layout where rooting is unlikely. However, sections of the footpath close to the stems 
were cracked and lifted indicating rooting beneath the thin surface layers of tarmac. 
Any removal of surfacing materials would need to be carried out carefully and all roots 
retained to prevent weakening the stability of the trees. T17 is a large oak and T20 is an 
early mature holly tree where a new entrance driveway has been constructed close to 
the stems. The method of construction indicated the potential for severing of roots and 
therefore any construction should be kept away from this tree to prevent any further 
root loss. 

4.13 Where tree removal is required, this must be mitigated for by replacement planting. This 
must be suitable replacement in either size or numbers to compensate for the loss of 
canopy. Where large mature trees are removed, it may be necessary to replace with 
larger planting stock such as semi-mature trees, in order to provide an instant impact 
back into the Site. Suitable after planting care must be provisioned to ensure survival of 
replacement trees to promote longevity of future canopy.  

4.14 Where possible all construction should remain outside of retained trees RPA, however 
where construction is necessary, suitable mitigation measures to protect the soils and 
roots within the RPA must be carried out. 

Summary 

4.15 Trees along the southern boundary provide a high value woodland screen with good 
woodland structure. Due to the location at the base of the embankment and stream 
there is unlikely to be significant constraint posed by these trees. 

4.16 Trees along the western boundary provide high value landscape impact and should be 
retained, and a buffer planned to prevent the need for construction within the RPA. 
Trees along the western side of Wolvey Road are unlikely to present constraint upon the 
development due to the road and ditch limiting root growth. 

4.17 Trees within the curtilage of Stretton Croft will require retention and the encroachment 
of their RPA should be taken into account during proposal designs. 



 

Page | 22 
 

Stretton Court, Hinckley 
Arboricultural Survey Report 
January 2025 
SCH-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_Arboricultural_Survey 

4.18 Trees along the eastern boundary provide significant screening to Stretton Croft, 
however, tree groups at the southern end are lower in quality and a high proportion are 
dead.  

4.19 Large open grown trees provide very high value due to large dense crowns and the 
high carbon sequestration capability. Any proposed removal of large open grown trees 
must be mitigated for with replacement planting of suitable size and number of trees. In 
some cases, the planting of larger semi mature trees should be considered to provide 
higher mitigation value. 

4.20 All trees and groups that are Category A or B should be retained where possible and 
consideration must be given to the encroachment of their RPA into the Site during 
designs. Any removal must be mitigated for through suitable replacement planting. 

4.21 Works to trees which are covered by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) require permission 
or consent from the Local Planning Authority (LPA). However, full planning consent will 
override the need for a separate application, providing details of all tree works were 
included in the submission and subsequently approved by the LPA. 
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APPENDIX 1: Tree Constraints Plan
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Stretton Point, Hinckley.

Notes

Do not scale off drawing - refer to the tree data schedule for
accurate crown spread measurements.
Depictions of tree canopies are based on measurements
taken to four cardinal compass points.
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BS5837:2012  Tree Categories

Category B
Trees of moderate quality with an
estimated remaining life expectancy of
at least 20 years. Groups shown as
hatched shapes.

Category C
Trees of low quality with an estimated
remaining life expectancy of at least 10
years, or young trees with a stem
diameter below 150 mm. Groups
shown as hatched shapes.

Category U
Those in such a condition that they
cannot realistically be retained as living
trees in the context of the current land
use for longer than 10 years. Groups
shown as hatched shapes.

Category A
Trees of high quality with an estimated
remaining life expectancy of at least 40
years. Groups shown as hatched
shapes.

BS 5837:2012 Root Protection Area

Tree
Showing Canopy extents, category
colour and tag number (with category) .

Tree Constraints Plan
showing tree categories

and root protection
zones.

T35-B1

Tree groups.
Shown as dashed centre line.
Colour represents category (see
above).
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Stretton Point, Hinckley.

Notes

Do not scale off drawing - refer to the tree
data schedule for accurate crown spread
measurements.
Depictions of tree canopies are based on
measurements taken to four cardinal
compass points.
No liability of any kind is accepted for any
omissions or inaccuracies in respect of this
plan.
All rights reserved.
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BS5837:2012  Tree Categories

Category B
Trees of moderate quality with an
estimated remaining life expectancy of
at least 20 years. Groups shown as
hatched shapes.

Category C
Trees of low quality with an estimated
remaining life expectancy of at least 10
years, or young trees with a stem
diameter below 150 mm. Groups
shown as hatched shapes.

Category U
Those in such a condition that they
cannot realistically be retained as living
trees in the context of the current land
use for longer than 10 years. Groups
shown as hatched shapes.

Category A
Trees of high quality with an estimated
remaining life expectancy of at least 40
years. Groups shown as hatched
shapes.

BS 5837:2012 Root Protection Area

Tree
Showing Canopy extents, category
colour and tag number (with category) .

Tree Constraints Plan
showing tree categories

and root protection
zones.

T35-B1

Tree groups.
Shown as dashed centre line.
Colour represents category (see
above).
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APPENDIX 2: Site Photographs 
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Photo 1: G1 

 

 Photo 2: T15 
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Photo 3: T3 

 

Photo 4: Dead stems in G2 
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Photo 5: G3 

 

Photo 6: G15 
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Photo 7: G14 

 

 Photo 8: Looking South along Watling Street to tall trees within G16.  
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Photo 9: Trees within the woodland group G14  

 
 

Photo 10: Looking North along Watling Street to T9 – T11 with large canopy overhang.  
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APPENDIX 3: Tree Preservation Orders 
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