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An Archaeological Field Evaluation on Land at  

Cliffe Lane, Markfield, Leicestershire 

 
Donald Clark 

 

Summary  

This report details the results of an archaeological evaluation carried out by 

University of Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) on land at Cliffe Lane, 

Markfield, Leicestershire (SK 47528 11114).  The work was undertaken between 

15th April and the 22nd April 2024 as requested by the Planning Archaeologist for 

Leicestershire prior to the construction of new employment units. 

A total of thirty-four trenches were excavated across the development area, but 

no archaeological features or deposits were identified.  

The report and digital record of the work will be deposited under the Oasis 

number universi1-531860 with the Archaeology Data Service. Due to the absence 

of archaeological remains of any significance the archive (XA18.2024) has been 

deemed a sterile project. The Leicestershire Museums accession number has been 

retained but the archive will be available via OASIS. 

 

Introduction 

In accordance with National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Section 16 Conserving and 

Enhancing the Historic Environment (DLUHC 2023) this document forms the report for an 

archaeological evaluation on land at Cliffe Lane, Markfield, Leicestershire, LE67 9TE (SK 

47528 11114).   

The work was carried out by University of Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) on 

behalf of MTS Transport Ltd. 

The archaeological work was requested by the Leicestershire County Council Planning 

Archaeologist as advisor to Hinckley and Bosworth District Council, prior to construction of 

new employment units (23/01090/OUT).   

A desk-based assessment undertaken for the site (Hunt 2024) found that the Historic 

Environment Record (HER) for Leicestershire and Rutland records a large amount of known 

archaeological sites within a 1km radius of the assessment area. 

 

Site Location, Geology and Topography 

Markfield lies around 11km north-west of Leicester in the Hinckley and Bosworth District of 

Leicestershire. The proposed development area (PDA) lies around 1.6km north-west of 

Markfield and 5km south-east of Coalville (Figure 1).  

The PDA is an L-shape block of land comprised of a group of small enclosed pasture fields 

and woodland. Cliffe Lane runs to the east of the PDA and the A511 Little Shaw Lane lies to 

the north. To the north-east lies a Travelodge hotel and a derelict service area. Further to the 

north-east lies a large roundabout and a motorway junction (Figure 2). 

The PDA covers around 6ha and lies at a height of around 199m aOD at the western edge of 

the PDA, falling to around 194m aOD to the east (Figure 3). 
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The British Geological Survey website records the underlying bedrock geology to comprise 

Oadby Member Diamicton overlying Edwalton Member Mudstone with some Alluvial 

deposits towards the northern end of the PDA from the watercourse 

(https://www.bgs.ac.uk/map-viewers/bgs-geology-viewer/). 

The Soilscape website indicates that the soils, where surviving, will be slowly permeable 

seasonally wet acid loamy and clayey soils (Soilscape 17) 

(https://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/). 

 

Figure 1: Site Location, within UK, county, and local 
Contains OS opendata © Crown copyright [and database right] 2024 

https://www.bgs.ac.uk/map-viewers/bgs-geology-viewer/
https://www.landis.org.uk/soilscapes/
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Figure 2: Detailed site location plan 

Historical and Archaeological Background 

An archaeological desk-based assessment has been prepared for the site (Hunt 2024). The text 

below is summarized from this document, with the Historic Environment Record (HER) 

reference numbers highlighted in the text.  

Prehistoric 

A palaeolithic hand-axe was found north-east of Temple Farm, Stanton under Bardon, 980m 

west of the PDA in 1992 (MLE6064). 

Neolithic flints were found at Cliffe Hill quarry, to the south-west of the PDA in the 19th 

century (MLE7242). A Bronze Age/ Iron Age linear feature was identified by aerial 

photography on land 1.1km north-west of the PDA in 2011. A subsequent trench evaluation in 

2013/14 confirmed it as a pit alignment (MLE21794). A flint scatter was found nearby during 

fieldwalking (MLE17214). 

Archaeological work undertaken during 2013-2014 was followed up by an open area 

excavation in 2016 that revealed a large Iron Age site 820m to the north of the PDA. A large 

Iron Age enclosure encompassing an area of c.1.4 acres was recorded. The enclosure contained 

the remains of at least five roundhouses, with each roundhouse rebuilt at least once and possibly 

up to four times during the life of the settlement.  Finds included an upper beehive rotary quern 

and 1,346 sherds of Iron Age pottery. Carbon 14 dating provided calibrated dates ranging from 

the mid to late Iron Age (350-114 BC) (MLE21792). 
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Roman 

There is a possible Roman road, identified by scattered stone lying 720m north-west of the 

PDA (MLE2947). There is another possible Roman road running roughly north-west to south-

east, 960m south-west of the PDA. This may be represented by Coalville High Street, Hotel 

Street, London Road and Ashby Road (MLE9876). Two sherds of Roman pottery were 

recovered during the 2016 excavations above (MLE21792). 

Anglo-Saxon to Medieval 

Markfield is Anglo-Saxon in origin and appears in the Domesday Book as ‘Merchenefeld’. The 

place-name is from the Old English for ‘open land of the Mercians’ (Mills 2003). Mercia is the 

ancient name for the Midlands and most likely derived from the Anglo-Saxon for ‘border folk’, 

a reference to the Anglo-Saxon Midlands’ border with Celtic Wales. 

Prior to the Norman Conquest the land at Markfield was owned by an Anglo-Saxon called Ulf. 

After the Conquest, the land was given to Hugh de Grentmesnil, a Norman general at the Battle 

of Hastings and afterwards a great landowner in Leicestershire. The Domesday Book records 

that the land at Markfield was worth ten shillings under de Grentmesnil (Morris 1975). 

By 1270 the land belonged to Roger de Quincy and on his death passed to his daughters and 

was therefore divided into the hands of the de Holland, Beaumont and the de Seagrave families, 

although by the 15th century the Beaumonts had been stripped of their land due to treason. 

The PDA lies outside the medieval core of the village of Markfield in the agricultural hinterland 

of the parish in an area known as Cliff Slades. The medieval core of Stanton under Bardon lies 

900m to the south-west of the PDA. The village has shrunken in size since medieval times 

(MLE9184). 

The site of a medieval grange is located at Horsepool Grange, Stanton-under-Bardon, 1km 

south-west of the PDA. The site contained a stone-built farmhouse demolished in the late 20th 

century. Three sides of the moat and some banks of surrounding closes survived here when the 

site was visited in the 1980s. The grange was granted to Leicester Abbey in the late 13th- early 

14th century. The moat was deepened for use as a balancing pond in 1984 (MLE2954). 

A medieval enclosure was revealed north-west of Horsepool Grange, 900m south-west of the 

PDA (MLE17532). There is also evidence for medieval ponds nearby (MLE17530). 

Post-medieval to modern 

The lordship of Markfield later passed by marriage to the Earls of Huntingdon, still belonging 

to their descendants into the 19th century (Nichols 1911). The village developed as a small 

hillside settlement along Main Street and around the Parish Church. Originally agricultural in 

nature, it gradually changed and extended with the growth of industrial employment in the 19th 

century including framework knitting, quarrying and mining. Many of the village farms were 

sold during the 20th century, encouraging residential development particularly to the south and 

east. 

A windmill, noted on early maps, lay 640m east of the PDA (MLE2949). 

The PDA lies north of the Cliffe Hill Quarry (MLE21759). The quarry dates from the late 19th 

century. Jones and Fitzmaurice, two businessmen from Birmingham, formed a partnership in 

the 1870s to work the stone at Cliffe Hill for the small-scale production of setts and kerbs. The 

quarry closed after a few years until Mr J Rupert Fitzmaurice acquired the quarry from his 

father in 1891. In 1894 the company secured its first big railway contract, for 5000 tonnes of 

stone, and on 1st November 1894 the Cliffe Hill Granite Company Ltd was formed. In 1896 a 

narrow-gauge light railway was installed, connecting the quarry to the London Midland and 
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Scottish Railway line between Leicester and Coalville (MLE21761). The first locomotive to 

be bought from WG Bagnall of Stafford was christened "Cliffe", with "Isabel" and "Rocket" 

joining Cliffe over the next few years. The railway continued in use until 1947-8, when road 

lorries replaced it.  

In the early days of quarrying the company only crushed the good grey stone. In 1912 a 

secondary business, the Rockside Company, was set up to crush and sell the waste brown stone. 

The quarry was acquired by Tarmac Quarry Products Ltd in 1965. Midland Quarry Products 

was formed in December 1996 as a joint venture between Hanson and Tarmac. Cliffe Hill 

actually consists of two quarries. The Old Cliffe Hill Quarry was brought back into production 

following the construction of a tunnel connecting it with the processing plant at New Cliffe 

Hill Quarry (MLE21760). 

The former A50 that lies north of the PDA is a former turnpike road (now the A511) 

(MLE20653). The Markfield turnpike lay further to the north (MLE20912). 

Unknown 

A possible prehistoric double bank and ditch was noted on RAF photographs in the 1980s, 

lying 900m north-west of the PDA. It has now been ploughed out. No evidence was found 

during trial trenching in 2009 to suggest it was archaeological in origin (MLE2955). 

Trial trenching at Horsepool Avenue in 2012 revealed undated ditches (MLE20624). Another 

evaluation in Stanton allotments in 2013 also revealed an undated ditch (MLE20843). 

Archaeological Potential 

A small number of prehistoric finds have been located in the vicinity of the PDA, including 

finds from Cliffe Hill Quarry to the south of the site. Archaeological work in advance of the 

extension of Bardon Hill Quarry to the north of the PDA has revealed an Iron Age site, with 

some evidence for Roman material. There is also a Bronze Age/ Iron Age pit alignment further 

to the north-west. The possible line of two Roman roads lie nearby. Therefore, there is medium 

potential for prehistoric and Roman remains to be present on the site.  
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Aims and Objectives 

The aims and objectives of the archaeological work were defined as follows: 

• To identify the presence/absence of any archaeological deposits. 

• To establish the character, extent and date range and significance of any surviving 

archaeological deposits. 

• To establish the ecofactual and environmental potential of any archaeological 

deposits and features encountered. 

• To provide sufficient information on the archaeological potential of the site to 

assess the impact of the proposed development on cultural heritage and to help 

formulate a mitigation strategy  

• To record any archaeological deposits and produce an archive and report of any 

results 

 

The results of the evaluation will provide information in order for the local planning authority 

to make informed recommendations and to identify an appropriate mitigation strategy for the 

proposed development. 

 

Research Objectives 

Initial research objectives were derived from East Midlands Heritage research agenda (Cooper 

2006, Knight et al. 2012), and updated here: 

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/researchframeworks/eastmidlands/wiki/ 

The geophysical survey identified archaeological features in the area potentially dating from 

prehistoric – Anglo-Saxon periods.  The evaluation therefore had the potential to contribute to 

the following research aims:  

The presence of an Iron Age settlement to the north of the site, along with some Roman 

material, plus the possible location of two Roman roads in the vicinity shows a potential for 

archaeology relating to these periods. The HER records prehistoric archaeology in the vicinity 

and indicates a medium potential for further archaeology relating to the prehistoric period. 

There is therefore potential for remains that could contribute to the following Research 

Objectives: 

4. LATE BRONZE AGE AND IRON AGE (c.1150 cal BC–AD 43): 

4C Characterise the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age settlement resource and investigate 

intra-regional variability 

4E Assess the evidence for the evolution of settlement hierarchies 

4F Investigate intra-regional variations in development of fields and linear boundaries 

4G Study the production, distribution and use of artefacts  

5. ROMANO-BRITISH (AD 43-c.410): 

5B Support the dissemination and synthesis of information on Roman finds 

5G Promote further synthesis of secondary urban centres and targeted post-excavation analysis 

and publication 

5H Investigate the landscape context of rural settlements 

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/researchframeworks/eastmidlands/wiki/
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5J Instigate regional scale characterisation study of industry 

These research aims have been identified based on the current state of knowledge within the 

area of the scheme and will be re-assessed and updated during the course of the fieldwork. 

Methodology 

The work followed the procedures set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for the 

project (ULAS 2024).  

All work was carried out in accordance with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) 

Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (updated 2020) and adhered to 

their Code of Conduct (updated 2022).  The Site Accession Number (X.A18.2024) was used to 

identify all records and artefacts.  

Evaluation trenches were set out on Ordnance Survey National Grid co-ordinates using a 

DGPS. A total of 34 trenches (each 30m long) were excavated to provide coverage of the 

development area. Three trenches in the north of Field 2 were omitted from the scheme, as 

agreed with the Planning Archaeologist, due to the wet ground conditions in this area of the 

PDA.  

Monitoring  

Internal monitoring procedures were undertaken with the project manager, to ensure that 

project targets were met and professional standards maintained. The evaluation was monitored 

by William Kelly, Senior Planning Archaeologist, for the planning authority who visited the 

site during the trenching process on 18th April 2024. 
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Excavation Results 

A total of thirty-four trenches were excavated across the six fields which make up the area of 

the proposed development. The trenches were all 30m long and 2m wide. The topsoil consisted 

of a dark grey brown silty loam and the subsoil consisted of a light orange brown sandy loam 

and this was consistent across the site. Below are tables giving the depths of topsoil and subsoil 

in each trench. While all trenches were photographed while freshly excavated and dry it is 

worth noting that due to frequent rain showers and high-water table they mostly began to fill 

with water. 

 

 

Figure 3: Trench plan across the proposed development area 
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Trench 1 

Situated in Field 1 and orientated north west to south east Trench 1 contained 2 field drains. 

 
From NW end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.34m 0.32m 0.27m 0.25m 0.32m 0.30m 0.33m 

Subsoil depth 0.12m 0.07m 0.05m 0.05m 0.06m 0.05m 0.06m 

Top of natural 0.46m 0.39m 0.32m 0.30m 0.38m 0.35m 0.39m 

Base of trench 0.53m 0.51m 0.42m 0.45m 0.48m 0.50m 0.50m 

 

 

Figure 4: Trench 1 looking north west 

 

Trench 2 

Situated in Field 1 and orientated east to west Trench 2 contained 2 field drains. 

 
From W end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.30m 0.27m 0.26m 0.32m 0.27m 0.39m 0.22m 

Subsoil depth 0.05m 0.07m 0.09m 0.07m 0.08m 0.05m 0.06m 

Top of natural 0.35m 0.34m 0.35m 0.39m 0.35m 0.44m 0.28m 

Base of trench 0.40m 0.50m 0.53m 0.57m 0.58m 0.55m 0.42m 
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Figure 5: Trench 2 looking west 

 

 

Trench 3 

Situated in Field 1 and orientated north to south Trench 3 contained 2 field drains. 

 
From 

 N end 

0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.32m 0.34m 0.23m 0.25m 0.33m 0.33m 0.40m 

Subsoil depth 0.07m 0.06m 0.05m 0.09m 0.05m 0.07m 0.06m 

Top of natural 0.39m 0.40m 0.28m 0.34m 0.38m 0.40m 0.46m 

Base of trench 0.60m 0.54m 0.71m 0.70m 0.68m 0.60m 0.68m 

 

 

Figure 6: Trench 3 looking south 

 



Archaeological Evaluation: Land at Cliffe Lane, Markfield, Leicestershire   X.A18.2024 

ULAS Report: 2024-036 12     © ULAS 2024 

 

Trench 4 

Situated in Field 1 and orientated north east to south west Trench 4 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From NE end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.33m 0.27m 0.31m 0.18m 0.32m 0.30m 0.30m 

Subsoil depth 0.06m 0.05m 0.07m 0.04m 0.05m 0.07m 0.07m 

Top of natural 0.39m 0.32m 0.38m 0.22m 0.37m 0.37m 0.37m 

Base of trench 0.62m 0.62m 0.63m 0.60m 0.63m 0.58m 0.62m 

 

 

Figure 7: Trench 4 looking north east 

 

Trench 5 

Situated in Field 2 and orientated east to west. 

 
From  

W end 

0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.30m 0.29m 0.33m 0.27m 0.28m 0.35m 0.27m 

Subsoil depth 0.16m 0.11m 0.09m 0.09m 0.06m 0.10m 0.04m 

Top of 

natural 

0.46m 0.40m 0.42m 0.36m 0.34m 0.45m 0.31m 

Base of 

trench 

0.71m 0.64m 0.66m 0.65m 0.60m 0.63m 0.45m 
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Figure 8: Trench 5 looking east 

 

Trench 6 

Situated in Field 2 and orientated north to south Trench 6 contained 1 field drain. 
 

From  

N end 

0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.24m 0.33m 0.26m 0.28m 0.33m 0.23m 0.25m 

Subsoil depth 0.12m 0.05m 0.09m 0.08m 0.04m 0.05m 0.05m 

Top of 

natural 

0.36m 0.38m 0.35m 0.36m 0.37m 0.28m 0.30m 

Base of 

trench 

0.52m 0.56m 0.52m 0.53m 0.50m 0.42m 0.51m 

 

 

Figure 9: Trench 6 looking north 
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Trench 7 

Situated in Field 2 and orientated north east to south west Trench 7 contained 2 field drains. 

 
From NE end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.25m 0.33m 0.42m 0.33m 0.34m 0.35m 0.34m 

Subsoil depth 0.08m 0.08m 0.06m 0.09m 0.07m 0.11m 0.10m 

Top of natural 0.33m 0.41m 0.48m 0.42m 0.41m 0.46m 0.44m 

Base of trench 0.50m 0.54m 0.55m 0.56m 0.57m 0.62m 0.52m 

 

 

Figure 10: Trench 7 looking north east 

 

Trench 8 

Situated in Field 2 and orientated north east to south west. 

 
From NE end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.22m 0.40m 0.28m 0.47m 0.27m 0.38m N/A 

Subsoil depth 0.05m 0.06m 0.08m 0.10m 0.09m 0.08m N/A 

Top of natural 0.27m 0.46m 0.36m 0.57m 0.36m 0.46m N/A 

Base of trench 0.55m 0.55m 0.52m 0.60m 0.65m 0.57m 0.45m 
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Figure 11: Trench 8 looking north east 

 

Trench 9 

Situated in Field 2 and orientated north to south Trench 9 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From  

N end 

0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.19m 0.33m 0.29m 0.30m 0.42m 0.39m 0.39m 

Subsoil depth 0.06m 0.05m 0.07m 0.07m 0.08m 0.07m N/A 

Top of natural 0.25m 0.38m 0.36m 0.37m 0.50m 0.46m N/A 

Base of trench 0.52m 0.60m 0.56m 0.43m 0.64m 0.57m 0.59m 

 

 

Figure 12: Trench 9 looking north 
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Trench 10 

Situated in Field 3 and orientated north east to south west. 

 
From NE end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.20m 0.32m 0.27m 0.31m 0.34m 0.31m 0.33m 

Subsoil depth 0.07m 0.07m 0.07m 0.08m 0.09m 0.05m 0.06m 

Top of natural 0.27m 0.39m 0.34m 0.39m 0.43m 0.36m 0.39m 

Base of trench 0.50m 0.57m 0.50m 0.56m 0.60m 0.51m 0.63m 

 

 

Figure 13: Trench 10 looking south west 

 

Trench 11 

Situated in Field 3 and orientated north west to south east Trench 11 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From SE end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.22m 0.23m 0.27m 0.28m 0.30m 0.29m 0.27m 

Subsoil depth 0.09m 0.12m 0.11m 0.08m 0.06m 0.09m 0.07m 

Top of natural 0.31m 0.35m 0.38m 0.36m 0.36m 0.38m 0.34m 

Base of trench 0.52m 0.53m 0.54m 0.60m 0.55m 0.57m 0.61m 

 



Archaeological Evaluation: Land at Cliffe Lane, Markfield, Leicestershire   X.A18.2024 

ULAS Report: 2024-036 17     © ULAS 2024 

 

 

Figure 14: Trench 11 looking south east 

 

Trench 12 

Situated in Field 3 and orientated east to west Trench 12 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From W end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.26m 0.26m 0.28m 0.29m 0.29m 0.23m 0.24m 

Subsoil depth 0.12m 0.08m 0.08m 0.07m 0.07m 0.09m 0.04m 

Top of natural 0.38m 0.34m 0.36m 0.36m 0.36m 0.32m 0.28m 

Base of trench 0.49m 0.60m 0.59m 0.55m 0.52m 0.56m 0.63m 

 

 

Figure 15: Trench 12 looking west 
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Trench 13 

Situated in Field 3 and orientated north west to south east Trench 13 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From NW end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.13m 0.15m 0.22m 0.32m 0.36m 0.35m 0.29m 

Subsoil depth 0.05m 0.08m 0.06m 0.08m 0.07m 0.05m 0.04m 

Top of natural 0.18m 0.23m 0.28m 0.40m 0.43m 0.40m 0.33m 

Base of trench 0.31m 0.50m 0.51m 0.52m 0.62m 0.71m 0.44m 

 

 

Figure 16: Trench 13 looking south east 

 

Trench 14 

Situated in Field 3 and orientated north east to south west Trench 14 contained 2 field drains. 

 
From SW end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.23m 0.26m 0.30m 0.32m 0.28m 0.33m 0.39m 

Subsoil depth 0.06m 0.09m 0.10m 0.05m 0.07m 0.05m 0.04m 

Top of natural 0.29m 0.35m 0.40m 0.37m 0.35m 0.38m 0.43m 

Base of trench 0.46m 0.42m 0.58m 0.52m 0.53m 0.57m 0.57m 
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Figure 17: Trench 14 looking north east 

 

Trench 15 

Situated in Field 3 and orientated north east to south west Trench 15 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From SW end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.30m 0.26m 0.38m 0.34m 0.33m 0.33m 0.23m 

Subsoil depth 0.09m 0.08m 0.05m 0.09m 0.06m 0.10m 0.10m 

Top of natural 0.39m 0.34m 0.43m 0.43m 0.39m 0.43m 0.33m 

Base of trench 0.52m 0.48m 0.51m 0.53m 0.61m 0.70m 0.46m 

 

 

Figure 18: Trench 15 looking north east 
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Trench 16 

Situated in Field 3 and orientated east to west Trench 16 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From  

W end 

0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.26m 0.31m 0.30m 0.22m 0.25m 0.28m 0.32m 

Subsoil depth 0.06m 0.05m 0.03m 0.05m 0.06m 0.06m 0.08m 

Top of 

natural 

0.32m 0.36m 0.33m 0.27m 0.31m 0.34m 0.40m 

Base of 

trench 

0.44m 0.58m 0.48m 0.51m 0.54m 0.68m 0.70m 

 

 

Figure 19: Trench 16 looking east 

 

Trench 17 

Situated in Field 3 and orientated north west to south east Trench 17 contained 2 field drains. 

 
From SE end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.36m 0.25m 0.29m 0.31m 0.29m 0.25m 0.25m 

Subsoil depth 0.06m 0.08m 0.06m 0.06m 0.08m 0.07m 0.05m 

Top of 

natural 

0.42m 0.33m 0.35m 0.37m 0.37m 0.32m 0.30m 

Base of 

trench 

0.71m 0.72m 0.68m 0.70m 0.66m 0.66m 0.74m 
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Figure 20: Trench 17 looking north west 

 

Trench 18 

Situated in Field 3 and orientated north east to south west. 

 
From NE end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.20m 0.18m 0.23m 0.26m 0.25m 0.16m 0.28m 

Subsoil depth 0.09m 0.17m 0.10m 0.13m 0.11m 0.15m 0.14m 

Top of 

natural 

0.29m 0.35m 0.33m 0.39m 0.36m 0.31m 0.42m 

Base of 

trench 

0.50m 0.56m 0.63m 0.60m 0.53m 0.59m 0.60m 

 

 

Figure 21: Trench 18 looking south west 
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Trench 19 

Situated in Field 4 and orientated north east to south west Trench 19 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From NE end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.13m 0.20m 0.20m 0.17m 0.20m 0.30m 0.22m 

Subsoil depth 0.16m 0.12m 0.16m 0.12m 0.24m 0.13m 0.13m 

Top of 

natural 

0.29m 0.32m 0.36m 0.29m 0.44m 0.43m 0.35m 

Base of 

trench 

0.69m 0.71m 0.62m 0.66m 0.78m 0.60m 0.52m 

 

 

Figure 22: Trench 19 looking north east 

 

Trench 20 

Situated in Field 4 and orientated east to west Trench 20 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From  

W end 

0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.28m 0.30m 0.31m 0.33m 0.25m 0.30m 0.32m 

Subsoil depth 0.10m 0.12m 0.13m 0.15m 0.16m 0.12m 0.13m 

Top of natural 0.38m 0.42m 0.44m 0.48m 0.41m 0.42m 0.45m 

Base of trench 0.57m 0.72m 0.70m 0.75m 0.82m 0.68m 0.66m 
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Figure 23: Trench 20 looking east 

 

Trench 21 

Situated in Field 4 and orientated north east to south west Trench 21 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From NE end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.30m 0.20m 0.35m 0.30m 0.28m 0.20m 0.30m 

Subsoil depth 0.11m 0.12m 0.12m 0.12m 0.17m 0.13m 0.13m 

Top of 

natural 

0.41m 0.32m 0.47m 0.42m 0.45m 0.33m 0.43m 

Base of 

trench 

0.65m 0.70m 0.82m 0.68m 0.74m 0.62m 0.69m 

 

 

Figure 24: Trench 21 looking north east 
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Trench 22 

Situated in Field 4 and orientated north west to south east Trench 22 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From NW 

end 

0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.25m 0.21m 0.23m 0.29m 0.35m 0.36m 0.28m 

Subsoil depth 0.15m 0.15m 0.16m 0.12m 0.18m 0.17m 0.13m 

Top of 

natural 

0.40m 0.36m 0.39m 0.41m 0.53m 0.53m 0.41m 

Base of 

trench 

0.53m 0.59m 0.68m 0.67m 0.75m 0.74m 0.64m 

 

 

Figure 25: Trench 22 looking north west 

 

Trench 23 

Situated in Field 5 and orientated north east to south west Trench 23 contained 1 field drain 

and an area of agricultural dumping. 

 
From SW end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.31m 0.40m 0.68m 0.67m 0.80m 0.58m 0.32m 

Subsoil depth 0.19m 0.12m 0.10m 0.14m 0.08m 0.16m N/A 

Top of 

natural 

0.50m 0.52m 0.78m 0.81m 0.88m 0.74m N/A 

Base of 

trench 

0.62m 0.68m 0.80m 0.88m 0.94m 0.90m 0.78m 
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Figure 26: Trench 23 looking north east 

 

Trench 24 

Situated in Field 5 and orientated north east to south west Trench 24 contained 2 field drains. 

 
From SW end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.32m 0.36m 0.33m 0.35m 0.20m 0.33m 0.36m 

Subsoil depth 0.10m 0.12m 0.08m 0.08m 0.10m 0.11m 0.09m 

Top of 

natural 

0.42m 0.48m 0.41m 0.43m 0.30m 0.44m 0.45m 

Base of 

trench 

0.52m 0.65m 0.50m 0.55m 0.42m 0.57m 0.50m 

 

 

Figure 27: Trench 24 looking north east 
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Trench 25 

Situated in Field 5 and orientated north to south Trench 25 contained 2 field drains. 

 
From  

S end 

0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.39m 0.29m 0.35m 0.38m 0.38m 0.34m 0.35m 

Subsoil depth 0.09m 0.16m 0.14m 0.10m 0.10m 0.16m 0.13m 

Top of natural 0.48m 0.45m 0.49m 0.48m 0.48m 0.50m 0.48m 

Base of trench 0.59m 0.58m 0.65m 0.63m 0.64m 0.62m 0.58m 

 

 

Figure 28: Trench 25 looking south 

 

Trench 26 

Situated in Field 6 and orientated north west to south east Trench 26 contained 2 field drains. 

 
From NW end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.40m 0.38m 0.35m 0.30m 0.39m 0.38m 0.36m 

Subsoil depth 0.06m 0.10m 0.12m 0.10m 0.09m 0.07m N/A 

Top of natural 0.46m 0.48m 0.47m 0.40m 0.48m 0.45m N/A 

Base of trench 0.72m 0.68m 0.65m 0.51m 0.58m 0.57m 0.55m 
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Figure 29: Trench 26 looking north west 

 

Trench 27 

Situated in Field 6 and orientated east to west Trench 27 contained 3 field drains. 

 
From W end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.40m 0.33m 0.35m 0.24m 0.25m 0.40m 0.39m 

Subsoil depth 0.13m 0.16m 0.12m 0.13m 0.11m 0.12m N/A 

Top of natural 0.53m 0.49m 0.47m 0.37m 0.36m 0.52m N/A 

Base of trench 0.68m 0.68m 0.65m 0.49m 0.39m 0.68m 0.72m 

 

 

Figure 30: Trench 27 looking east 
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Trench 28 

Situated in Field 6 and orientated north east to south west Trench 28 contained 1 field drain. 

 
From SW end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.37m 0.35m 0.33m 0.31m 0.40m 0.39m 0.37m 

Subsoil depth 0.12m 0.09m 0.11m 0.10m 0.13m 0.14m N/A 

Top of natural 0.49m 0.44m 0.44m 0.41m 0.53m 0.53m N/A 

Base of trench 0.62m 0.60m 0.59m 0.51m 0.65m 0.72m 0.54m 

 

 

Figure 31: Trench 28 looking north east 

 

Trench 29 

Situated in Field 6 and orientated north east to south west Trench 29 contained 2 field drains. 

 
From SW end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.38m 0.36m 0.30m 0.38m 0.42m 0.36m 0.32m 

Subsoil depth 0.10m 0.18m 0.08m 0.07m 0.15m 0.17m 0.05m 

Top of natural 0.48m 0.54m 0.38m 0.45m 0.57m 0.53m 0.37m 

Base of trench 0.69m 0.72m 0.55m 0.64m 0.66m 0.72m 0.62m 
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Figure 32: Trench 29 looking south west 

 

Trench 30 

Situated in Field 6 and orientated north east to south west. 

 
From SW end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.41m 0.35m 0.26m 0.40m 0.23m 0.22m 0.30m 

Subsoil depth 0.18m 0.15m 0.13m 0.14m 0.10m 0.12m 0.12m 

Top of 

natural 

0.59m 0.50m 0.39m 0.54m 0.33m 0.34m 0.42m 

Base of 

trench 

0.80m 0.63m 0.62m 0.68m 0.50m 0.52m 0.53m 

 

 

Figure 33: Trench 30 looking south west 
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Trench 31 

Situated in Field 6 and orientated east to west Trench 31 contained 2 field drains. 
 

From W end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.30m 0.27m 0.29m 0.33m 0.28m 0.27m 0.34m 

Subsoil depth 0.07m 0.05m 0.06m 0.05m 0.04m 0.06m 0.04m 

Top of natural 0.37m 0.32m 0.35m 0.38m 0.32m 0.33m 0.38m 

Base of trench 0.73m 0.70m 0.68m 0.66m 0.52m 0.52m 0.59m 

 

 

Figure 34: Trench 31 looking east 

 

Trench 32 

Situated in Field 6 and orientated north east to south west. 

 
From NE end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.42m 0.42m 0.30m 0.32m 0.28m 0.29m 0.26m 

Subsoil depth 0.09m 0.06m 0.08m 0.09m 0.10m 0.08m 0.06m 

Top of natural 0.51m 0.48m 0.38m 0.41m 0.38m 0.37m 0.32m 

Base of trench 0.65m 0.59m 0.58m 0.60m 0.64m 0.62m 0.49m 
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Figure 35: Trench 32 looking south west 

 

Trench 33 

Situated in Field 6 and orientated north west to south east. 

 

 
From NW end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.29m 0.27m 0.30m 0.29m 0.31m 0.27m 0.33m 

Subsoil depth 0.04m 0.05m 0.09m 0.07m 0.08m 0.07m 0.05m 

Top of natural 0.33m 0.32m 0.39m 0.36m 0.39m 0.34m 0.38m 

Base of trench 0.51m 0.60m 0.68m 0.69m 0.73m 0.68m 0.75m 

 

 

Figure 36: Trench 33 looking north west 
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Trench 34 

Situated in Field 6 and orientated north to south. 

 
From N end 0m 5m 10m 15m 20m 25m 30m 

Topsoil depth 0.24m 0.30m 0.26m 0.29m 0.25m 0.31m 0.32m 

Subsoil depth 0.06m 0.04m 0.07m 0.10m 0.08m 0.06m 0.08m 

Top of natural 0.30m 0.34m 0.33m 0.39m 0.33m 0.37m 0.40m 

Base of trench 0.61m 0.64m 0.60m 0.70m 0.61m 0.62m 0.59m 

 

 

Figure 37: Trench 34 looking south 

 

Discussion 

A programme of archaeological trenching evaluation was undertaken by ULAS at Cliffe Lane, 

Markfield in April 2024. A total of thirty-four trenches were excavated under archaeological 

supervision to a level where any surviving archaeological features would have been identified, 

however none were found. The land was criss-crossed with stone and ceramic land drains and 

one area in the north of field 2 was flooded which didn’t allow for the excavation of three 

trenches. 

Conclusion 

The evaluation trenches at Cliffe Lane, Markfield revealed no archaeological features or 

deposits. The proposed development is therefore unlikely to  impact upon any buried heritage 

assets. 

Archive and Publication 

In line with the guidance outlined in Leicestershire Transfer of Archaeological Archives to 

Leicestershire County Council Museum Collections (2024, 22) and the CIfA Toolkit for 

selecting archaeological archives, as the site was negative, the on-site data recorded by hand 

and digitised in post excavation along with the relevant selected photographic records are 

presented within the report as Appendices rather than deposited as digital files with the ADS. 

The Leicestershire Museums accession number has been retained but the archive will be 

available via OASIS. 



Archaeological Evaluation: Land at Cliffe Lane, Markfield, Leicestershire   X.A18.2024 

ULAS Report: 2024-036 33     © ULAS 2024 

 

The online OASIS data entry has been completed detailing the results of the project and the 

report will be digitally accessible through The Archaeological Data Service 

(www.archaeologydataservice.ac.uk) with universi1‐531860 as the identifier.  

A summary of this report will appear in due course in the Transactions the Leicestershire 

Archaeological and Historical Society. 
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Appendix 1: Photo Index 
 

Photo 

Number 
Photo Description 

01 Pre excavation field shots  

02 Pre excavation field shots 

03 Pre excavation field shots 

04 Pre excavation field shots 

05 Post excavation shot of Trench 1, taken facing north (used for figure 1) 

06 Working shot of machine  

07 Post excavation shot of Trench 2 taken facing west (used for figure 5) 

08 Post excavation shot of Trench 3 taken facing south-west (used for figure 6) 

09 Post excavation shot of Trench 4 taken facing north-east (used for figure 7) 

10 Post excavation shot of Trench 5 taken facing east (used for figure 8) 

11 Post excavation shot of Trench 6 taken facing north (used for figure 9) 

12 Post excavation shot of Trench 7 taken facing north-east (used for figure 10) 

13 Post excavation shot of Trench 8 taken facing north-east (used for figure 11) 

14 Post excavation shot of Trench 9 taken facing north-west (used for figure 12) 

15 Post excavation shot of Trench 10 taken facing south (used for figure 13) 

16 Post excavation shot of Trench 11 taken facing south-east (used for figure 14) 

17 Post excavation shot of Trench 12 taken facing west (used for figure 15) 

18 Post excavation shot of Trench 13 taken facing south-east (used for figure 16) 

19 Post excavation shot of Trench 14 taken facing north-east (used for figure 17) 

20 Post excavation shot of Trench 15 taken facing north (used for figure 18) 

21 Working shot of excavation (used for cover photo of this report) 

22 Post excavation shot of Trench 16 taken facing east (used for figure 19) 

23 Post excavation shot of Trench 17 taken facing north-west (used for figure 20) 

24 Post excavation shot of Trench 18 taken facing south (used for figure 21) 

25 Post excavation shot of Trench 19 taken facing north (used for figure 22) 

26 Post excavation shot of Trench 20 taken facing east (used for figure 23) 

27 Working shot of excavation 
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28 Post excavation shot of Trench 21 taken facing north (used for figure 24) 

29 Post excavation shot of Trench 22 taken facing north-west (used for figure 25) 

Photo 

Number 
Photo Description 

30 Post excavation shot of Trench 23 taken facing north-east (used for figure 26) 

31 Post excavation shot of Trench 24 taken facing north-east (used for figure 27) 

32 Post excavation shot of Trench 25 taken facing south (used for figure 28) 

33 Post excavation shot of Trench 26 taken facing north-west (used for figure 29) 

34 Post excavation shot of Trench 27 taken facing east (used for figure 30) 

35 Post excavation shot of Trench 28 taken facing north (used for figure 31) 

36 Post excavation shot of Trench 29 taken facing south-west (used for figure 32) 

37 Post excavation shot of Trench 30 taken facing south-west (used for figure 33) 

38 Post excavation shot of Trench 31 taken facing east (used for figure 34) 

39 Post excavation shot of Trench 32 taken facing south-west (used for figure 35) 

40 Post excavation shot of Trench 33 taken facing north-west (used for figure 36) 

41 Post excavation shot of Trench 34 taken facing south (used for figure 37) 
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Appendix 2: Photos 

 
XA18.2024 (01) 
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XA18.2024 (02) 

 
XA18.2024 (03) 
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Appendix  3: Trench Recording Sheets 
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