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


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






    
 



361


1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

 Triturus cristatus



 Triturus
cristatus
        

     


            



 




 
          

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 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
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2 INTRODUCTION

2.1. BACKGROUND

 
Triturus cristatus 
            

  
           





 

Triturus cristatus

         
            


 
Triturus cristatus


Triturus cristatus 






             



2.2. DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION

  
 

  
            


            




 




661


2.3. SITE DESCRIPTION

         


 
           


 


       


. 

2.4. LEGISLATION

WIDESPREAD AMPHIBIAN SPECIES

    Rana temporaria  Bufo bufo
Lissotriton vulgarisLissotriton helveticus


The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)

 



 
              


 


Natural Environment & Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006

           
           

          





 




761


PROTECTED AMPHIBIAN SPECIES: GREAT CRESTED NEWT

           




Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended)

 








o 


o 


o 

o 

 


The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)

 


           




             


 



 




861


3 RELEVANT GUIDANCE

 
           


          


 ARG UK Advice Note 4: Amphibian Disease Precautions: A
Guide for UK Fieldworkers       



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      Herpetofauna Workers' Manual 


        Great Crested Newt
Conservation Handbook

          Evaluating the
suitability of habitat for the Great Crested Newt (Triturus cristatus)


       An evidence review for great
crested newt eDNA monitoring protocols   


 



 




961


4 METHODOLOGY

4.1. DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

            
  Triturus cristatus  
       


          
        


 
           






Triturus cristatus 

 
        


 

Great Crested Newt Report and Mitigation Strategy at Mythe
Farm, Sheepy Magna, Warwickshire

4.2. FIELD SURVEY

Great Crested Newt Site Walkover Survey

 


Great Crested Newt Terrestrial Habitat Suitability Survey

 


 

       

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












             








Great Crested Newt Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) Survey

 

           












 


 










 




1161


Table 4.1:

HSI Score GCN Suitability Rating
 
  
  
  
 



Great Crested Newt Presence / Likely Absence Survey

 
           



 
            





 



 

 
  

  





 

           
         





         

            



 




1261






 







 





  


Biosecurity

 


 


 






                








   
        




 




1361





            









 


 













 

 

 


 

 

           












 




1461












 


4.3. PERSONNEL

            

        



 


         


          




      

         

       
           
Pelophylax

4.4. SURVEY LIMITATIONS

          


 

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
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5 RESULTS

5.1. DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

Statutory Designated Sites

          
        


 Triturus cristatus


Non-Statutory Designated Sites

      Triturus
cristatus

Data Search

 





          



  




Historical Survey Report

 
         


 








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Table 5.1: 

Pond Ref Pond 1 Pond 2 Pond 3
SI1 Location 1 1 1
SI2 Pond area 0.85 1 0.09
SI3 Pond drying 0.9 0.5 0.5
SI4 Water quality 0.67 0.67 0.67
SI5 - Shade 1 0.6 1
SI6 Fowl 0.67 1 1
SI7 Fish 1 1 1
SI8 Ponds 1 1 1
SI9 0.67 0.67 0.67
SI10 Macrophytes 0.4 0.7 0.5
HSI 0.79 0.79 0.80


 Using categorization of scores developed by Lee Brady equates to values between 0.79-
0.80 for all three ponds which suggests good-excellent pond suitability for Great
Crested Newt.

Great Crested Newts were recorded in both ponds 1 & 2,

 Although the HSI gave Pond 3 as having an excellent score for Great Crested Newt
suitability, the pond had dried up considerably by the time of the initial survey and
continued to dry out. No newts were found during the survey dates, although Smooth
Newt eggs were discovered on the last survey visit on the 18th May 2010. By this date
the pond was almost completely dry affecting its viability as a breeding pond this
season.

 The maximum adult count per waterbody (obtained from torching/bottle trapping) can
be conveyed as a peak count per waterbody. Population size can be classed as:

 Table 5.2 shows the population class size assessment for the ponds surveyed in 2010.

Table 5.1: 

Pond
Maximum Count of
Adult GCN Relative population size

Pond 1 48
Pond 2 19

 The
Crested Newt in the ponds. The site appears to be relatively isolated. It is unknown
whether there are any other ponds in the area that could support the population.



 




1861


 There is suitable terrestrial habitat for Great Crested newt adjacent to the ponds and
in local area providing both foraging and hibernating opportunities.

 The Great Crested Newt is currently widespread throughout the sub-region of
Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull. Although, there are areas in the extreme south,
north-west and north-east of the region with few records from pond surveys.

Due to the isolation and the numbers of Great Crested Newt recorded this site is
considered to be of local importance.

5.2. FIELD SURVEY

Great Crested Newt Site Walkover Survey

         
         

   




P1:


 



P2:           
             


                
Anas platyrhynchos


P3:  
   





P4:             
           

    




 




1961


P5:



 
               


Great Crested Newt Terrestrial Habitat Suitability Survey

            
          
 




         




        Low - Moderate




           
        


Low






        
    





Low






 




2061







   
             
 



      


      Moderate - High  


 Moderate


            

          


 


 

            


            
             


      
      
        




Great Crested Newt Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) Survey

 




 




2161


 


Table 5.3: 


Criteria Score
(P1)

Score
(P2)

Score
(P3)

Score
(P4)

Score
(P5)

Location     
Pond area     
Pond drying     
Water quality     
Shade     
Fowl     
Fish     
Ponds     
Terrestrial
habitat

    

Macrophytes     
Score 0.72 0.62 0.64 0.51 0.33


 



Great Crested Newt Presence / Likely Absence Survey

            




 
         
          



  



 



 



 




2261


6 CONCLUSIONS AND IMPACT ASSESSMENT

6.1. OVERVIEW

            




 


 
           


6.2. DESK BASED ASSESSMENT

 


 






        



 


6.3. FIELD SURVEY

Great Crested Newt Site Walkover Survey

         
         





 
               




 




2361


 


              




            
             


   





Great Crested Newt Habitat Suitability Index Survey

 




 




 
            



Great Crested Newt Presence / Likely Absence Survey

  

           


 



6.4. POPULATION STATUS ASSESSMENT

 

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


  


 
          




 



6.5. POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IMPACTS

 


           


Table 6 



 



"Amber: offence likely" indicates that the development activities are of such a type,
scale and location that an offence is likely. In this case, the best option is to redesign
the development (location, layout, methods, duration or timing; see Non-licensed
avoidance measures tool) so that the effects are minimized. You can do this and then
re-run the risk assessment to test whether the result changes, or preferably run your
own detailed site-specific assessment. Bear in mind that this generic risk assessment
will over- or under-estimate some risks because it cannot take into account site-specific
details, as mentioned in caveats above. In particular, the exact location of the
development in relation to resting places, dispersal areas and barriers should be
critically examined. Once you have amended the scheme you will need to decide if a
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licence is required; this should be done if on balance you believe an offence is
reasonably likely.

 
           



Fragmentation and isolation


Low

Breeding site loss


No

Foraging habitat loss


Low


Shelter / Hibernation Place loss


Low


Post-development interference impacts



 

 
            


"Green: offence highly unlikely" indicates that the development activities are of such a
type, scale and location that it is highly unlikely any offence would be committed should
the development proceed. Therefore, no licence would be required. However, bearing
in mind that this is a generic assessment, you should carefully examine your specific
plans to ensure this is a sound conclusion, and take precautions (see Non-licensed
avoidance measures tool) to avoid offences if appropriate. It is likely that any residual
offences would have negligible impact on conservation status, and enforcement of such
breaches is unlikely to be in the public interest.



 




2661


7 BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT

7.1. OVERVIEW

             


            


 
          




 



 















 















 



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Biodiversity enhancement pond design.





 


Biodiversity enhancement hibernacula design.
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 




2861


8 GCN REASONABLE AVOIDANCE METHOD STATEMENT

 

           
           


           




           


          
          
         

      


Generic Mitigation

 



    






      



   


   



No site operative will be permitted to disturb a great crested newt and / or
common amphibian including their habitat until investigated by the ECoW;



 




2961


Amphibians will be handled only when necessary;

If a protected species is found on site all works
shall stop and further consultation with the ECoW would be required in
regard to further mitigation measures and / or the requirement for a Natural
England Derogation Licence;

           
      








             





   





            









Vegetation clearance specific Mitigation

 


       







 




3061

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           

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


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
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

If a protected species is found on site all works
shall stop and further consultation with the ECoW would be required in
regard to further mitigation measures and / or the requirement for a Natural
England Derogation Licence.

Ecological Clerk of Works
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
      


Biosecurity
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 


             
         


 
           
 


Generic Biosecurity Precautions

                









   


         


           







Disinfection Procedures

 


 









 




3261










 

 

 


 

 

           










Disinfection solutions









 


9 EMERGENCY PROVISIONS

 
             




 




3361


 
         



Pool House Veterinary Hospital






 
         




    
 



3461


10 RERERENCES & SOURCE OF REFERENCE

          





             




             









        


         








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FIGURE 1: GCN SURVEY AREA
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FIGURE 2: HISTORICAL AERIAL EMAGES
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FIGURE 3:   HISTORICAL AERIAL EMAGES
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FIGURE 4:   HISTORICAL AERIAL EMAGES
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FIGURE 5:   2024 GCN SURVEY RESULTS
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Image 11:






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Image 12:






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Image 13:











 




5261


Image 14:






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APPENDIX B:   SURVEY TIMINGS & WEATHER DATA
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APPENDIX C:   GREAT CRESTED NEWT RAW SURVEY RESULTS
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