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COPYRIGHT © 
The copyright of this document remains with SP Tree Consultancy Limited.  Its contents must not be 

copied or reproduced in whole or in part for any purpose without the written consent of SP Tree 

Consultancy Limited. 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 
While all reasonable efforts have been made to identify defects in the subject trees, the statements 

made in this report do not take into account the effects of extreme weather events, vandalism or 

accidents, or changes to the site that may affect trees that have taken place since the date of the 

survey.  SP Tree Consultancy Limited does not accept any responsibility in connection with these 

factors.  The comments and observations made within this report will cease to be valid either within 

two years of the date of the survey (unless specifically stated elsewhere within the report), or when 

site conditions change or any works to trees take place that have not been specified within this report, 

whichever is the sooner.   
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ACRONYMS & ABBREVIATIONS 

The following acronyms and abbreviations may be used throughout this report: 

A 

AC  Arboricultural Consultant 

AMS  Arboricultural Method Statement 

C 

CEZ  Construction Exclusion Zone 

CCS  Cellular Confinement System 

M 

MWC  Main Works Contractor 

R 

RPA  Root Protection Area 

S 

SoU  Statement of Undertaking 

T 

TPF  Tree Protective Fencing 

TPO  Tree Preservation Order 

TPP  Tree Protection Fencing Plan 

TWC  Tree Works Contractor 
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Purpose of Document 
 

 

This report has been commissioned to provide details on how the retained trees will be protected and 

managed during the development process at Rookery Farm, Church Lane, Fenny Drayton.  This 

includes a Tree Protection Plan that provides illustrative guidance on the tree protection measures 

that are required for the development of the site.  

 

This document is prepared to assist in the discharge of planning conditions that have been attached 

to the consented application (Ref: 21/00402/OUT), and in particular, with condition 16, 17 & 18 which 

states: 

 

16. No work shall commence on site until trees on and adjacent to the site have been securely 

fenced off with protective barriers to form a construction exclusion zone in accordance with BS 

5837:2012 Tree in relation to design, demolition and construction. A Tree Protection Plan shall have 

been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Within the protected 

areas there shall be no alteration to ground levels, no compaction of the soil, no stacking or storing 

of any materials and no service trenches shall be dug unless first agreed in writing by the Authority.  

 

Reason; To ensure the existing trees are adequately protected during construction in the interests of 

the visual amenities of the area and in accordance with Policy DM10 of the Site Allocations and 

Development Management Policies DPD 2016.  

 

17. No works or development shall take place until an auditable system of arboricultural site 

monitoring by the appointed project arboriculturist has been approved in writing by the Local 

Planning Authority. This scheme will be appropriate to the scale and duration of the works and will 

include details of:  

a. Induction and personnel awareness of arboricultural matters  

b. Identification of individual responsibilities and key personnel  

c. Statement of delegated powers  

d. Timing and methods of site visiting and record keeping, including updates  

e. Procedures for dealing with variations and incidents.  

f. The scheme of supervision shall be carried out as agreed.  

g. The scheme of supervision will be administered by a qualified arboriculturist instructed by the 

applicant and approved by the local planning authority.  

 

Reason: To ensure that the tree protection plan is adequately implemented in the interests of the 

visual amenities of the area in accordance with Policy DM10 of the Site Allocations and Development 

Management Policies DPD 2016. 

 

18. No works or development shall take place until a site specific no-dig drive construction method 

statement has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority showing 

that no-dig surfacing is fit for purpose. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the 

approved details.  
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Reason: To ensure that trees are not damaged during construction and that soil bulk density will not 

be increased and be detrimental to long-term tree health in accordance with Policy DM10 of the Site 

Allocations and Development Management Policies DPD 2016 
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Executive Summary  
 

SP Tree Consultancy Limited was commissioned to provide an assessment of the impact on 

the existing tree stock, from a development proposal the Rookery Farm, Church Lane, 

Fenny Drayton.  

 

The proposal is for residential development of up to 5 dwellings including new car park to 

serve the Fenny Drayton community and demolition of existing bungalow and agricultural 

buildings 

 

A tree survey was undertaken at the site in accordance with the guidelines provided in 

BS5837 (2012) Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations. 

This survey identified a total of 17 arboricultural features. These consist of 8 trees, 6 groups 

and 3 hedges, and have been categorised as follows: 

 

• 2 of good arboricultural quality (Category A) 

• 1 of moderate arboricultural quality (Category B) 

• 13 of low arboricultural quality (Category C) 

• 1 of poor arboricultural quality (Category U) 

 

The proposal requires the removal of five of these features trees T01-T03 and hedges H02-

H03. All of these features are of low quality and will be mitigated by replacement 

landscaping.  

 

The proposed new community parking will be in the RPA (Root Protection Area) of the offsite 

Yew Trees G05 and a no dig construction will be used to protect the rooting environment. 

This will be a cellular confinement system with a permeable surfacing system.  

 

Controlled demolition of buildings and removal of existing hard surfacing is required in the 

RPA of group G04 and tree T08 to ensure roots of the retained trees are protected.  

 

Retained trees will be protected during works by Construction Exclusion Zones (CEZ). Tree 

Protection Fencing (TPF), along with the use of existing, walls and fences. 
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 SCOPE OF WORKS 
 

 

 In order to discharge condition 16, 17 & 18 the following arboricultural protection 

measures are required:  

 

• Arboricultural Clerk of Works supervision 

• Tree Protection Fencing (TPF) 

• Demolition of existing buildings 

• Use of cellular confinement in root affected areas. 

 There is no requirement for any of the following within Root Protection Areas (RPAs) of 

retained trees:  

• Site gradient changes 

• Contractor’s parking 

• Storage of materials 

 There is also no requirement for the following within the site:  

• Fires 

• Herbicide use 

  





 

Rookery Farm AMS-26-03-001  Page 10 of 38 

Cellular 

Confinement 

Yes New community car parking Cellular confinement systems are to be used in areas of existing 

root disturbance to spread pressures from any potential root 

expansion.  

 

13 

Key Responsibilities: 

1) IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PRINCIPAL CONTRACTOR TO ENSURE THAT TREE PROTECTION MEASURES ARE 

ADHERED TO AT ALL TIMES. 

2) IT IS THE RESPONSIBILTY OF THE MAIN CONTRACTOR TO ENSURE THAT ALL SITE PERSONNEL FULLY UNDERSTAND THE 

PROTECTION MEASURES ON THE SITE. 

3) IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE MAIN CONTRACTOR TO ENSURE THAT THE PROJECT ARBORICULTURIST IS 

CONTACTED IF THERE ARE ANY ISSUES RELATED TO TREES.
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 ARBORICULTURAL METHOD STATEMENT 

 

Overview 

 The following explanations relate specifically to this site, and they should be read in 

conjunction with the Tree Protection Plan (TPP).   

 A copy of this report must be kept on site and be permanently available for the 

duration of the development.  It can be: 

 Included in the tender documents to identify and quantify the tree protection and 

management requirements. 

 Used to plan the timing of site operations to minimise the impact of trees, and. 

 Referenced on site for practical guidance on how to protect trees. 
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 ARBORICULTURAL SUPERVISION 

 SP Tree Consultancy Limited has been appointed to undertake Arboricultural Clerk of 

Works (ACoW) for the project implementation. To advise on the tree management for 

the site and to attend: 

• The pre-commencement meeting before any works starts 

• Regular supervision visits; and 

• As needed to oversee specific works that could affect trees 

 

 Additionally, the consultant will have a supervisory input into the following operations: 

• Site preparation, including tree works 

• Installation, maintenance and removal of barriers 

• Installation, maintenance and removal of temporary ground 

protection 

• Removal of existing surfacing in areas of disturbance 

• Installation of permanent ground protection 

• Installation of new structures 
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 The final details of supervision and the frequency of inspection visits will be agreed at 

the pre-commencement meeting.  The supervision arrangement will be sufficiently 

flexible to allow the supervision of all sensitive works as they occur. 

 The ACoW will make a record of the visits, and these will be attached to the site copy 

of the AMS for inspection.  A further copy will be sent to the LPA.   The purpose of 

these written records is firstly to provide proof of compliance that will allow the 

developer to robustly demonstrate adherence to best practice in the event of any 

dispute.  Secondly it will help the LPA efficiently discharge the relevant planning 

conditions. 

 An example of this site inspection record can be found in Appendix 2. 
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 PRE-COMMENCING MEETING 

 A pre-commencement site meeting involving the landowner, ACoW, contractors and 

engineers (as appropriate), and relevant LPA officers will be held to ensure that all 

aspects of the tree protection processes are understood and agreed. 

 The meeting is where the details of the programme of tree protection will be agreed 

and finalised, which will then form the basis of any supervision arrangements between 

the ACoW and the developer. 

 The ACoW will send a record of the meeting to all parties. 

 The ACoW will request that the contractor signs a Statement of Undertaking (SoU). 

This document confirms that the contractor fully understands the tree protection 

measures required throughout the construction process and accepts full responsibility 

for the protection of retained trees. A copy of the signed document will be kept onsite 

throughout the duration of the project. A copy will also be sent to the LPA officer for 

reference. 

 An example of this document can be found in Appendix 3. 
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 TREE REMOVAL 

 The proposal requires the removal of five of these features trees T01-T03 and hedges 

H02-H03.  

 All of these features are of low quality and will be mitigated by replacement 

landscaping.  

 

Ref. Species Recommendation
Retention 

Category
Photo

H02
Cypress

(Cupressus sp.)
Remove to facilitate development C2

H03
Cypress

(Cupressus sp.)
Remove to facilitate development C2

T01

Cherry plum 

'Pissardii'

(Prunus 

cerasifera 

'Pissardi')

Remove to facilitate development C2

T02

Cherry plum 

'Pissardii'

(Prunus 

cerasifera 

'Pissardi')

Remove to facilitate development C2

T03

Cherry plum 

'Pissardii'

(Prunus 

cerasifera 

'Pissardi')

Remove to facilitate development C2
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 TREE WORKS 
 

 No remedial pruning has been identified.  

 If subsequently any works are required, the LPA must be notified.  

 All works are within good arboricultural practice and would be undertaken in 

accordance with BS3998 2010 Tree work Recommendations.  
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 BARRIERS AND GROUND PROTECTION 

The Construction Exclusion Zone 

 No works will be undertaken within any CEZ that causes compaction to the soil, 

changes in levels, or severance of tree roots. 

Tree Protection Fencing 

 A protective fence will be erected around the trees, prior to the commencement of any 

site works. This includes any materials or machinery brought onto site, development or 

the stripping of soil. 

 The fence is to be sited in accordance with the TPP enclosed with this method 

statement. This is shown as a black line with orange shading indicating the enclosed 

CEZ.  

 Measurements for the position of fencing must be taken on site. 

 The precise form of fencing can vary provided it is fit for purpose and prevents 

damaging activities within the CEZ.  For a proposal of this nature, the Heras 151 

system of fencing will provide the necessary protection to the CEZ.   

  

 All Heras fence panels will be joined using a coupling system such as the Heraslock 

Anti-tamper coupler, using a minimum of two clamps per panel side.  Each panel will 

be fitted securely to a rubberised foot that will in turn be pinned to the ground using 

metal stakes driven a minimum of 500mm into the ground. 

 The fence will have signs attached to it stating that it defines a CEZ and that no works 

are permitted within the fence. No notice boards, cables or other services will be 

attached to any tree.  An example of a fencing sign is below. 
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 After the protective fencing has been erected, the retained ACoW will visit the site.  

The purpose of the visit will be to check that the fencing has been correctly installed so 

as to provide protection to the trees.  The LPA tree officer may also be invited to 

inspect the tree protection measures prior to any works commencing. 

 The retained ACoW will provide a written report confirming satisfactory completion of 

this task.  A copy of this report will be sent to the LPA. 

 The protective fencing may only be removed following completion of all construction 

works. 
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 DEMOLITION / SURFACE REMOVAL 

 Demolition works will take place within the RPA of any retained trees on this site. 

 Any machinery used to conduct the surface removal must be sited outside of the CEZ 

and reach into the area. The machine is to work slowly under the guidance of a trained 

banksman. 

 Existing foundations where possible will be left in situ to minimise possible root 

disturbance.  

 Appropriate tools for manually removing debris may include a pneumatic breaker, 

crowbar, sledgehammer, pick, mattock, shovel, spade, trowel, fork and wheelbarrow.  

Secateurs and a handsaw must all be available to deal with any roots that are 

exposed. 

 Debris may be removed from the RPA manually, but it also may be lifted out by 

machines provided this does not disturb the RPA. 
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 PERMANENT HARD SURFACES WITHIN THE RPA 

 Where permanent hard surfaces are required within the RPA, there must be no 

excavation into the soil, either through the lowering of levels and/or scraping, other 

than the removal of turf or other surface vegetation.  All such works shall be carried out 

using hand tools only. 

 A three-dimensional cellular confinement system will be installed. This is a load 

bearing system which protects roots from the effects of compaction from regular 

vehicular movement.  An example product for this solution is CellWeb, but whatever 

system is used, the end result must be that the underlying soil (rooting environment) 

remains undisturbed and retains the capacity to support existing and new roots. 

 The dimensions for the area protected by the Cellweb have been marked on the TPP, 

which can be identified by the blue crosshatch on the plan. 

 The CellWeb will be pinned in place and backfilled with Type 1 MOT and finished with 

a wearing surface of blinded crushed stone and gravel or pea shingle. The edgings of 

the drive are to be installed on top of the CellWeb and will comprise of timber boards 

staked in place and backfilled with the wearing layer as previously described. 

 Once the system has been installed and backfilled correctly machinery can work from 

on top of the system. 

 Details of Cellweb are included in Appendix 8, and a methodology for installation can 

be provided by the manufacturer and it will be the responsibility of the contractor to 

ensure that whatever system is used, it is installed in accordance with the latest 

guidelines provided by the manufacturer. 
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   DEVELOPMENT 

 Once all tree works and toolbox talks to highlight the importance of the CEZ have been 

completed, the developer can commence the on-site preparation works and 

construction can begin. 

Site Storage, Cement Mixing and Washing Points 

 No storage of materials will take place within a CEZ. 

 No mixing or storage of materials will take place up a slope where they may leak into a 

CEZ.  Where contours of the site create a risk of polluted water running into RPAs, 

precautionary measures of using heavy duty plastic sheeting and sandbags with the 

ability to contain accidental spillage will be put in place to prevent contamination. 

Contractors Parking 

 Contractor’s parking will not be within or in close proximity to a CEZ. 

Utility Services 

 There is no requirement for any service to be installed within a CEZ or RPA of any 

retained tree on this site.   

Fires 

 No fires will be lit on this site. 

Site Gradient 

 There will be no changes to any levels on this site within or in close proximity to the 

RPA of any retained tree on this site. 

Use of Herbicides 

 There is no requirement of any herbicide to be used on this site. 

Contingency planning 

 No mixing or storage of materials will take place up a slope where they may leak into a 

CEZ.   Where contours of the site create a risk of polluted water running into RPAs, 

precautionary measures of using heavy duty plastic sheeting and sandbags with the 

ability to contain accidental spillage will be put in place to prevent contamination. 

 Water will be kept readily available on site and will be used to flush split materials 

through the soil and avoid contamination of tree roots. 
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 POST DEVELOPMENT 

Removal of tree protection  

 Any TPF surfaces will remain in place until all construction activity is finished and there 

is no realistic risk of damage. 

 The TPF and temporary ground protective measures will be removed working 

backwards from on top of the system.   

 Once removed vehicular access to this part of the site will not be permitted. 

Completion Meeting 

 Upon completion of all works specified above and all procedures detailed, the ACoW 

will visit the site and may invite the LPA tree officer to meet on site to discuss the 

process and agree any final remedial works which may be required. 
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 RESPONSIBILITIES 

 It is the responsibility of the principal contractor to ensure that the planning conditions 

attached to planning consent area adhered to at all times and that a monitoring regime 

in regard to tree protection is adopted on site. 

 The principal contractor will be responsible for contacting the LPA at any time issues 

are raised related to the trees on site. 

 If at any time pruning works are required permission must be sought from the LPA first 

and then carried out in accordance with BS3998:2010 Tree Works – 

Recommendations and industry best practice. 

 The principal contractor will ensure the build sequence is appropriate to ensure that no 

damage occurs to the trees during the construction processes.  Protective fences will 

remain in position until completion of ALL construction works on the site. 

 The fencing and signs must be maintained in position at all times and checked on a 

regular basis by an on-site person designed that responsibility. 

 The principal contractor will be responsible for ensuring sub-contractors do not carry 

out any process or operation that is likely to adversely impact upon any tree on site. 
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Appendix 1: AMS Briefing Statement 

Arboricultural Method Statement – Briefing Statement 

Rookery Farm, Church Lane, Fenny Drayton  

Purpose 

The purpose of this briefing document is to ensure that all contractors, sub-contractors and 

any other personnel working on the Wetherby Railway Path project are fully aware of the 

purpose of the tree protection measures that have been implemented on site. 

Key Messages 

The protection of the retained trees and hedges on site is a critical requirement of both the 

client and the Local Planning Authority.   

The site has been designed with key green features being retained and protected.  Any 

breach of the protection measures has the potential to damage those features and therefore 

disrupt the overall vision for the site. 

A detailed Arboricultural Method Statement has been prepared.  This details the 

requirements for ensuring that retained trees are protected.  This document is available on 

site at the site office and should be read and understood by all personnel working on the 

site. 

Tree Protection Fencing Plans has been prepared to provide graphical illustration as to the 

extent of tree protection measures. 

The approved Tree Protection Fencing is plastic mesh fencing secured to wooden posts to 

protect areas that are being actively worked.   

All Tree Protection Fencing will have a sign attached at regular intervals to state that it is 

Tree Protective Fencing.   

No Tree Protection Fencing can be moved, opened, or breached in any way without the 

prior written approval of the project Arboriculturist. 

The area within the Tree Protective Fencing is a Construction Exclusion Zone.  This means 

that there must be no machinery, and no materials, within the area.  Unauthorised access 

will be a breach of planning conditions and could lead to enforcement notices from the Local 

Planning Authority. 

All Temporary Ground Protection will remain in place throughout the duration of the project. 

Unless approved by the project Arboriculturist. 

All Permanent Ground Protection will be installed under the advice / supervision of the 

project Arboriculturist. 
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No works to any tree or hedge can be undertaken by any person that has not been approved 

by the project Arboriculturist. 

Where additional tree works are required, there may be a requirement to obtain input and 

approval from: the client; the Local Planning Authority; the project Ecologist; and/or the 

project Landscape Consultant.    If any additional works are required, as much notice as 

possible must be given to ensure that there are no delays to the works programme while the 

necessary approvals are obtained. 

 

 

Project Arboriculturist: Shaun Phillips (SP TREE CONSULTANCY LIMITED) 

 

Contact mobile:     Email:  
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Appendix 3: Statement of Undertaking 

Our reference: AMS-26-03-001 

STATEMENT OF UNDERTAKING 

I confirm that I have read and fully understood the tree protection measures that have been 

detailed in the Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) and Tree Protection Fencing Plans 

(TPP) that have been provided for Rookery Farn, Church Lane, Fenny Drayton. These 

documents have been provided to ensure that retained trees on the site are protected at all 

times during the construction process, and to assist the developer/construction company 

maintain compliance with the planning conditions. 

I will ensure that tree protection measures are in accordance with the AMS and TPP 

throughout the construction process. I will also ensure that all site personnel are aware of 

the tree protection measures that are required throughout the site. 

Where issues arise from tree related matters, I will consult the retained Arboricultural Clerk 

of Works (ACoW) before undertaking any activities that may cause damage to the protected 

trees. 

 

Position: Director / Consultant……………………….. 

Name:  Shaun Phillips………………………………… 

Signature: ……………………………………………… 

Company: SP Tree Consultancy Limited………….… 

Approved by: 

Position: ………………………………………………. 

Name: …………………………………………………. 

Signature: ……………………………………………. 

Company: ……………………………………………. 

Date: …………………………………………………. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Enc: Arboricultural Method Statement:  AMS-26-03-001 

     

 Tree Protection Fencing Plans:  TPP-26-03-001 
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Appendix 4 Tree Schedule 
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Appendix 5 Tree Constraints Plan 
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Appendix 6 Arboricultural Impact Plan  

 



 

     ROOKERY FARM AMS-26-03-001 

       Page 34 of 38  

Appendix 7 Tree Protection Plan  
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Appendix 8: Permanent Ground Protection 
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Office 

5 Merchantman Mews 

Castle Donington 

Derby  

DE74 2UY 

 

 

Mobile: 07940299518 

Email: sptcuk@outlook.com 

 

 




