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1. Introduction 

1.1 Cerda Planning have been instructed by Bloor Homes to prepare a Statement 

of Community Involvement (SCI) in support of an application for outline 

planning permission for erection of up to 200 dwellings, a community health 

and well-being hub (Use Class E(e)) or community shop (Use Class E(a)) of up 

to 108 sqm gross external area and provision of up to 0.5 hectares of school 

playing fields and sport pitches, together with landscaping, open space, 

infrastructure and other associated, on Land off Bosworth Lane, Newbold 

Verdon. 

1.2 The consultation process undertaken aligns with the Local Authority’s 

approach to community engagement as outlined in the Hinckley and Bosworth 

Borough Council SCI (2024). This document sets out the Council’s commitment 

to involving the local community in the planning process, ensuring that 

residents, stakeholders, and other interested parties are provided with 

meaningful opportunities to participate in the decision-making process for 

development proposals.  

1.3 The consultation process also conforms to the advice and guidelines set forth 

in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The NPPF emphasises the 

importance of early and effective engagement with communities to help 

shape proposals and ensure they reflect local needs and priorities. Throughout 

the consultation, we have prioritised transparency, accessibility, and inclusivity, 

making sure that all stakeholders had the opportunity to voice their opinions, 

ask questions, and provide feedback on the proposed development.   

1.4 This report details the nature and extent of the consultation undertaken, 

summarises the comments from the consultation and outlines where possible 

how the comments have been addressed.  

1.5 A leaflet drop exercise was undertaken to advertise and inform residents of a 

consultation website and the drop-in exhibition. The leaflets were distributed on 

1st of February 2025 with the website consultation open until the 23rd of February 
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2025. It also provided an opportunity for the public to attend the drop-in 

exhibition located in The Pavilion, Alans Way, Newbold Verdon on 13th of 

February 2025 which was opened between 14:00 – 20:00.  The public 

consultation was also advertised on Newbold Verdon Parish Council’s website 

to be able to reach out to a wider audience. Providing information on the 

proposed development and how to comment on the scheme.  

1.6 The Borough Council recognise that good Meaningful community involvement 

involves facilitating processes for: 

A. Notifying and informing communities about policies and proposals in good 

time. 

• Communities should be informed early to ensure they have ample time to 

understand and respond. This involves providing clear, accessible 

information about upcoming policies or proposals, with sufficient context to 

enable informed participation.  

B. Enabling communities to put forward their own ideas and participate in 

developing proposals and opinions, rather than simply comment once 

these are fixed.  

• Communities should be involved from the start, not just at the feedback 

stage. This includes creating opportunities for active participation, where 

community members can help shape ideas, offer suggestions, and 

collaborate on the development proposals.  

C. Providing feedback on how views have been considered. 

• After collecting feedback, decision makers must provide clear, transparent 

feedback, explaining how the views were considered and what changes, 

if any, were made as a result. This helps build trust and ensures 

accountability in the process.  
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1.7 This report details the consultation activity undertaken in advance of submitting 

an outline planning application.  
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2. Consultation Policy 

2.1 The Public engagement and consultation are key components of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). The framework outlines principles for 

community involvement, both in the development of plans and in the 

consideration of planning application proposals.  

2.2 Whilst there is no statutory obligation on the applicants to undertake 

community engagement for a proposal of this scale, the applicant considers it 

an essential part of developing successful communities.  

2.3 The Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council’s SCI outlines the various methods 

through which the local community can engage in future development of the 

Borough. Its primary goal is to ensure that all residents have the opportunity to 

participate in the planning process, should they choose to do so.  

2.4 The SCI establishes clear guidelines for how the community can contribute to 

both the creation of development plans and the consideration of planning 

applications. By providing multiple channels for engagement, the council aims 

to ensure that diverse voices are heard, fostering a planning process that 

reflects the needs and aspirations of the local population.  

2.5 The SCI states ‘The Borough Council’s commitment to involving its communities 

and stakeholders in decisions is one of its Corporate Plan Values’.  

2.6 Section 5 sets out a wide range of consultation methods when producing 

planning policy documents and determining planning applications and 

identifies appropriate methods including: 

• Direct notifications to appropriate organisations and individuals  

• Publish on the Borough Council’s website 

• Location of hard copies of documents 

• Social networking sites 
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• The Borough Bulletin 

• Local media 

• Exhibitions 

• Council meetings  

• Parish Council Meetings 

• Member workshops 

• Surveys and questionnaires. 

2.7 Section 8 of the SCI states that the Borough Council deals with approximately 

1,500 planning applications each year. The nature of planning applications 

submitted is wide ranging from householder and minor applications to large-

scale mixed-use proposals including new housing, employment, retail and 

other developments. The nature, scale and type of planning application will 

determine how the Council will engage with the Community.  

2.8 It then goes on to state that the process of deciding planning applications is 

often of great public and local interest and comments from the local 

community are welcomed. The Council therefore requires publicity to be 

carried out on all planning applications and, a general rule, the larger and 

more complex planning applications are publicised more widely than 

proposals that are small scale and routine.  

2.9 Full account has been taken of the guidance within this document as it 

demonstrated in the following sections.  
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3. Public Consultation 

3.1 The purpose of the consultation was to gather the views and opinions of local 

residents, relevant stakeholders, and the Parish Council regarding the 

proposed uses of the site and if, and how, the scheme could be improved. The 

process aimed to ensure that all interested parties had an opportunity to 

express their thoughts, concerns, and suggestions about the potential impact 

of the development on the local community.  

3.2 By engaging with these groups, the consultation sought to identify any issues or 

opportunities associated with the development, such as infrastructure needs, 

environmental considerations, and the overall fit of the proposed housing 

within the existing community. The feedback collected was intended to help 

inform the design evolution, ensuring that the proposed development aligns 

with the needs and aspirations of the local population.  

3.3 This section of the report sets out the nature and extent of the consultation 

undertaken for Land off Bosworth Lane, Newbold Verdon.   

3.4 The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) is intended to make planning 

guidance more accessible and easier to keep up to date. With regard to 

consultation and community engagement, the NPPG notes:  

“Pre-application engagement by prospective applicants offers 

significant potential to improve both the efficiency and effectiveness of 

the planning application system and improve the quality of planning 

applications and their likelihood of success.” (Paragraph: 001Reference 

ID: 20-001-20190315) 

3.5 It also notes that early engagement and working collaboratively with interested 

parties provides an opportunity to: 

“Understand and seek to resolve issues associated with a proposed 

development.” (Paragraph: 001 Reference ID: 20-001-20190315) 
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3.6 The guidance states that this can be achieved by consulting the local planning 

authority, statutory and non-statutory consultees, elected members and local 

people, with the level of engagement proportionate to the nature and scale 

of the proposed development.  

3.7 Bloor Homes have undertaken consultation with Newbold Verdon Parish 

Council, the Local Education Authority, the school via the Local Education 

Authority, the Newbold Verdon medical Practice and Leicestershire and 

Rutland Integrated Care Board to be able to gain an understanding of any 

views from these stakeholders.  

3.8 To ensure broad community engagement, local residents were notified about 

the proposed development through a leaflet drop. The leaflets (see Appendix 

1) were distributed to the properties identified in Appendix 2. The leaflets 

included details of the proposals of the site, the consultation website and 

information on the drop-in exhibition.  

3.9 The leaflets were distributed on 1st of February 2025. Additionally, the leaflet was 

shared with the Parish Council, who posted a copy on their website and 

community Facebook group to further increase the visibility.  

3.10 The leaflets provided an opportunity for the public to attend the drop-in 

exhibition located in The Pavilion, Alans Way, Newbold Verdon on 13th of 

February 2025 which was opened between 14:00 – 20:00. The drop-in exhibition 

comprised several information banners providing information. A copy of the 

banners can be seen at Appendix 6.  

3.11 Attendees were asked to provide their name and address for a sign-in sheet at 

the entrance to the consultation. Not all attendees were willing to do so but 46 

attendees were registered. It is estimated that the attendance was likely to 

have been circa 60-70 people across the event. This included several members 

of the Parish Council and both Ward Members. During the event, attendees 

were informed about the proposals and had the opportunity to ask questions, 

which were answered by the team.  
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3.12 After gaining a clear understanding of the proposals, they were encouraged 

to complete a feedback form to share their thoughts and opinions.   

3.13 Below are a couple of images of the event: 

 

3.14 The consultation website was closely monitored to gain insights into the public’s 

engagement (see appendix 5) and help Bloor Homes better understand the 

local community. The statistics reveal the following:  

• 176 pageviews  

• 81 users  

• The website attracted a range of demographics (see Appendix 5) 

3.15 The website is still available to view at bosworthlaneconsultation.co.uk 

3.16 Once people had reviewed the information on the website, they were invited 

to undertake a short survey at their own convenience. The questions were 

broad and allowed for responses as limited or detailed as the consultee chose 

with no word/character limits per response.  

3.17 The website provided information on the specifics of the site and proposal as 

had been developed at the time. The pages of the website can be seen at 

Appendix 3.  
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4. Analysis 

4.1 Over a three-week period, a total of 24  online survey and feedback questionnaires were 

completed and returned in response to the leaflet drop and website consultation. 

4.2 Below are a series of charts summarising the responses relating to Land off Bosworth Lane, 

Newbold Verdon:  

 

 

 

Figure 1 – What is your age group?  

What is your age group?

17 or under 18-25 26-35 36-50 51-65 66-75 76 or over



Statement of Community Involvement  

 
 

13 
 

SUTTON COLDFIELD   |   CASTLE DONINGTON 
 

Cerda Planning Limited Registered in England No 06519953 

 

   Figure 2 – What is your connection to the local area?  

 

 

Figure 3 – Responses from feedback forms summarised 

 

Responses from feedback forms summarised

Positive for the development Neutral

Concerns over oversaturation in the village Impacts on existing infrastructure

Drainage

What is your connection to the local area?

Local Resident Elected Councillor Working locally but live elsewhere Community Group Other
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5. Responses   

5.1 Overall, the public consultation proved to be successful by generating public 

interest in the proposed scheme. The community was informed about the 

details of the proposals, ensuring individuals had a clear understanding of the 

project. In addition, a variety of opportunities were made available for the 

public to voice their opinions, concerns and suggestions, which facilitated 

meaningful engagement.  

5.2 These efforts not only fostered a greater sense of transparency but also allowed 

for a broad range of perspectives to be considered, contributing to a more 

inclusive decision-making process. The consultation helped build trust between 

the stakeholders and the community, laying the foundations for engagement 

during the course of the development.  

5.3 The responses from the consultation process showed that most respondents did 

not support development proposals. A smaller proportion of residents stated 

that they would be in support of the development as long as it was in 

compliance with national and local planning requirements, and that the 

promises from the developer were kept in terms of delivering improved 

infrastructure and affordable housing. One resident provided a neutral 

response, offering neither strong support nor opposition.  

5.4 Several concerns were raised regarding the potential impact of the 

development on the village and its existing infrastructure. Two residents 

specifically mentioned their worries about the oversaturation of development 

in the area, highlighting the need to consider the village’s capacity to 

accommodate further growth. Fifteen respondents raised concerns about the 

effects on existing local infrastructure, including the strain on the school, 

increased traffic, pressures on the health centre, and the overall adequacy of 

public services. Two residents also voiced concerns about how the proposed 

development would address drainage and manage potential water related 

issues.   
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5.5 Respondents also raised concerns over traffic in the area, in particular Dragon 

Lane and Old Farm Lane, especially during school hours and the impact of the 

proposed development would have on this.  

5.6 The majority of responses raised concerns over the existing services such as the 

school, health centre, public transport, and parking operating at full capacity, 

and an influx of new residents would exacerbate existing pressures, leading to 

potential disruptions and reduced accessibility for current users.  

5.7 A smaller number of residents acknowledged that the proposed health hub 

could provide significant relief to the overburdened GP, offering the much 

needed additional capacity for the health centre. However, they also saw the 

need for more services in the area to deal with the increased capacity from 

the proposed development, with suggestions for additional services such as a 

convenience store and improved public transport links.  

5.8 Participants also addressed concerns around the privacy for the existing houses 

on Moat Close and suggested landscape proposals that would increase 

privacy between the existing and proposed dwellings.  

5.9 Below is an overview of the feedback:  

• Developments in the village not being planned comprehensively 

• Too many homes being proposed across several applications and sites  

• There is a need for extra care housing for over 55s  

• The proposals should include bungalows 

• Traffic generation  

• Parking availability in the village  

• Poor bus service  

• Inadequate healthcare provision in the village  
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• Concerns over school spaces  

• Lack of shops  

• Buffer between new development and existing properties should be as 

wide as possible  

• Good agricultural land that should not be lost  

• Wildlife would suffer if the land was built on 

• Existing subsidence issues in the village to the north of the site  

• Flood risk and drainage  

• A health hub could greatly assist the overprescribed surgery  

• A shop would benefit the residents as the existing shop in the village isn’t 

sufficient  

• Convinced that the proposals will not have a negative effect on the 

village as long as what is being promised is kept. 

5.10 A meeting with the Parish Council was held on the 6th of January 2025 where 

proposals in detail were discussed. The matters included:  

• Site Location  

• Opportunities and Constraints  

• Concept Plan  

• Landscaping  

5.11 The Parish Council reserved judgement on the suitability of the scheme as a 

whole but noted they were generally satisfied with the proposal to include 

safeguarded land for education / land for playing and sport pitches for the 

school. All of the members also seemed to be in agreement that a health 

facility could potentially reduce the burden on the existing Medical Practice. 
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Additionally, members also sought to understand whether the following could 

be provided:  

• A cemetery extension  

• Provision of play facilities for older children / teenagers  

• Resurfacing the Pavilion car park  

• Improvements to the Church Hall  

• Solar panels to the Pavilion roof.  

5.12 Subsequent to the above, the Neighbourhood Plan Group has provided 

feedback on community needs following a consultation they undertook with a 

view to seeing what could be offered as part of the proposals. Feedback 

included the following: 

• Provision of a small shop 

• Upgrading of the Bull-in-the-Oak junction 

• Access to the school from the site  

• Enhancement of the public rights of way  

• Provision of or contribution towards play provision for ‘younger people’ 

rather than children  

• A mix of housing including provision of bungalows and M4(2) compliant 

units 

• Inclusion of low and zero carbon renewable technologies 

5.13 Discussions with the Local Education Authority and the school were taken 

place on 8th of January 2025 who have indicated that they are also supportive 

of the principle of safeguarding land for education (see appendix 7), in case it 

is required for additional pupil places at Newbold Verdon Primary School.  
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5.14 The proposals have also been sent to the Medical Practice and the ICB to be 

able to get a better understanding of the capacity of the Medical Practice, 

currently awaiting feedback.  
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6. Actions 

6.1 A small number of respondents raised concerns on the oversaturation of 

development in Newbold Verdon. In response, the Planning Statement 

submitted with the application considers this matter. 

6.2 A few respondents raised concerns over traffic, parking, and poor service in 

the village. A Transport Assessment and Travel Plan are submitted with the 

planning application which identify any impacts of traffic generation from the 

proposed development and include mitigation measures where relevant. The 

Travel Plan also encourages walking/cycling, and the use of public transport. 

There will be suitable car parking provision provided on site which would not 

affect parking availability in the village.  

6.3 A number of respondents, including the Parish Council brought attention to   

the potential impact the proposed development would have on the existing 

infrastructure. To address this response the developer will contribute through a 

range of planning obligations, where CIL compliant, to enhance the existing 

infrastructure which will ensure to mitigate the impact on existing infrastructure.  

6.4 A few respondents suggested the need for extra care housing for over 55s and 

bungalows. The mix of the housing type will be agreed in the Reserved Matters 

stage.  

6.5 A small number of respondents have raised concerns over the flood risk and 

drainage. The flood risk and drainage strategy submitted with the application 

will deal issues of flooding and drainage.  

6.6 Some respondents raised concerns over the loss of wildlife. The Ecology 

Assessment submitted with the planning application will deal with these issues.  
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7. Conclusions 

7.1 Cerda In accordance with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council’s SCI, this 

statement provides a comprehensive summary of the pre-application 

consultation undertaken to help shape the proposal. The consultation process 

highlighted key areas of concern among local residents while also generating 

some positive feedback. The scheme has been refined where appropriate in 

response to the comments received.  

7.2 A significant proportion of respondents expressed opposition to further 

development in Newbold Verdon, raising concerns about the perceived lack 

of need. These matters have been considered in detail, with justification and 

commentary provided within the accompanying Planning Statement.  

7.3 Through this consultation, a range of concerns have been identified, including 

matters relating to infrastructure, traffic, local services, and environmental 

impact. These issues have been carefully considered, and where possible, 

adjustments have been made to the scheme. Where this was not possible, 

additional technical information and mitigation measures have been provided 

to demonstrate how potential impacts can be managed.  

7.4 The application is supported by a suite of technical assessments and reports 

that collectively demonstrate the scheme’s suitability, deliverability, and 

compliance with local and national planning policies. In its current form, the 

proposals represent a sustainable and well considered development that 

responds to both community feedback and planning requirements.   
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Appendix 1 – Consultation Leaflet  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Land off Bosworth Lane,  

Newbold Verdon 

Public Consultation—January 2025 

THE SITE 

The site comprises a single existing agricultural field off Bosworth Lane to the 
west of Newbold Verdon. To the east is the most recent Bloor Homes 
developments including Milner Close, White Park Avenue, Hall Lane and 
Barns Way.  

Bloor Homes have been building quality 
homes for over 50 years and is now the 
largest privately-owned housebuilder in 
the UK. We have a proven track record in 
delivering successful new communities. 
We take great pride in delivering high 
quality and energy efficient homes and 
are proud to be named a 5* housebuilder 
for Customer Satisfaction by the Home 
Builders Federation for six consecutive 
years. 

Bloor Homes is coming to the end of 
developing their existing site and due to 
demand, is proposing a new residential 
development of up to 200 homes, as well 
as potentially safeguarding land for 
education and a community health hub 

Your views are important to us and 
therefore Bloor Homes are undertaking 
public consultation and you are invited to 
review our consultation website and/or 
attend our drop-in exhibition—see 
overleaf for further details.  



 

 

A residential development of up to 
200 new homes; 

Potential safeguarded land for 
education should the school 

require land for expansion in the 
future  

Potential community health hub 

A variety of house-types to reflect 
the local need 

40% of the new homes provided as 
affordable housing; 

Vehicle access from Bosworth 
Lane; 

Pedestrian and cycle links; 

Areas of public open space and 
walking routes through the site; 

Sustainable Drainage Systems with 
opportunities for wildlife; 

Infrastructure to support electric 

CONSULTATION WEBSITE 

Our consultation website will be live until 23/02/2025. The address is: 

 

WWW.BOSWORTHLANECONSULTATION.CO.UK 
 

DROP-IN EXHIBITION 

We are hosting a drop-in public consultation event, please feel free to come along to: 

 

THE PAVILION, ALANS WAY, NEWBOLD VERDON, on:  

13/02/2025 14:00-20:00 
 

Alternatively, please do not hesitate to get in contact with Cerda Planning: 

Write to us at: The Old Vicarage, Market Street, Castle Donington, DE74 2JB 

Call us on: 01332 856357 

E-mail us at: office@cerda-planning.co.uk 
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Appendix 2 – Leaflet Drop off Area  
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Appendix 3 – Consultation Website  
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Appendix 4 – Concept Plan on the website  
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Legend

Site Boundary

Potential School Expansion Area

Indicative Residential Parcel

Indicative Vehicular Access

Indicative Secondary Vehicular Access

Indicative Pedestrian / Cycle Access

Indicative Primary Route

Indicative Attenuation 

Central Nodal Point

Potential Community Hub 

POS / Green Infrastructure

Indicative Play Provision

Public Right of Way / Pedestrian and Cycle Connection

Retained and Enhanced Vegetation 
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Appendix 5 – Website Report  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEWBOLD WEBSITE REPORT

CERDA PLANNING © 2025

Statistics shown are based from a 3rd party website.
All statistics are correct to the date and time of production. Statistics are subject to change over time.

Top Pages: (pageviews)

1.  Homepage		  146
2.  Feedback		  30

		
	

1%
12%

19%

20% 22%

26%

AGE
DEMOGRAPHIC

65+

25-34

55-64

35-44

45-54

18-24

AVG TIME ON SITE:

1:35 1.2
AVG PAGES PER VISIT:

LOCATION

WEBSITE VISITS:

176
PAGEVIEWS:

81
USERS:

Bosworth
38%

Top 5 Locations:

1.  Newbold		  41% 
2.  Bosworth		  38%
3.  Peckleton	  	 11%
4.  Birmingham		 6%
5.  Ashburn	  	 4%	
	

CONTENT:

DEMOGRAPHICS:

Newbold
41%



Statement of Community Involvement                                                                                           Appendix 6 

 
 

26 
 

SUTTON COLDFIELD   |   CASTLE DONINGTON 
 

Cerda Planning Limited Registered in England No 06519953 

Appendix 6 – Drop-in Exhibition Banners  
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Appendix 7 – Letter of support from the LEA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Children and Family Services 
Leicestershire County Council, County Hall, Glenfield, Leicestershire LE3 8RF  
Telephone: 0116 232 3232      Fax: 0116 305 6310     Email: childrensservices@leics.gov.uk  
Jane Moore, Director of Children and Family Services 
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(via email) 

Date: 10/02/2025 

My ref: BH 
Contact: Becky Horsfield 
Phone: 0116 305 3821 
Email: Rebecca.horfield@leics.gov.uk 

 
 
 
Dear Richard, 
 
Following on from our conversation I am happy to confirm that: 
 

• The LA are supportive of the principle of safeguarding land for education, in 
case it is required for additional pupil places at Newbold Verdon Primary 
School. 

• We have consulted with the school, and the school and ourselves are happy 
with the piece of land shown for the expansion of the school, if it is required, 
subject to comments from highways and planning. 

 
 
At the time of this response, we are still uncertain about the site coming forwards in 
the Hinckley & Bosworth District Councils Local Plan. Until we know the sites which 
are coming forwards, we cannot be totally sure of the impact on schools in the area. 
 
If Hinckley & Bosworth indicate that there could be areas where multiple 
developments combined necessitate a new school being built or a significant 
expansion of an existing school, then all developments would need to contribute 
towards land costs and a pro rata rate towards the cost of the new school/expansion.  
 
We reserve the right to review and update all Section 106 returns up to the signing of 
the S106 agreement. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

 
 
Becky Horsfield 
School Place Planning Officer  
School Organisation Service 
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