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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

The Concordia Theatre in Hinckley town centre, is a highly successful, highly-regarded 400-seat 
volunteer-run community theatre.  It is currently home to 9 independent theatre groups including 
Broughton Astley Drama Society, Hinckley Concordia Amateur Operatic Society, NTP Drama, 
NTP Studio, Pantomime Company, Stanley Opera, The Community Guild, The Tinhatters and 
Concordia Youth Theatre.

Originally opened in 1972 inside a converted post-war hosiery and knitwear factory, it hosts 
a diverse variety of live musical theatre, pantomimes, dramas, and concerts put on by local 
amateur societies. The Concordia Theatre is owned and run by Hinckley Concordia Association 
(HCA), a registered charity and is a very important cultural and community asset for the town 
and the wider locale.

Its estate comprises three 19th century former hosiery manufacturing buildings, originally used by 
Moore Eady and Murcott Goode Ltd, along with associated external yards and parking spaces, 
located at the junction of Stockwell Head and Council Road in Hinckley town centre.
 
The theatre complex was converted from the former hosiery factories some 50+ years ago, 
opening in 1972.
 
Key facilities include a 398 seat auditorium, rehearsal rooms, a studio theatre, public foyers, 
coffee lounge and separate bar areas. In addition, there are scenery workshops and storage 
spaces.
 
The auditorium is set on the first floor level within the building facing onto Stockwell Head.

Further alterations have been made over time, including the addition of wing spaces to either 
side of the main stage. The building was also extended in 2008 to incorporate new public access 
staircases and lifts, in addition to improving foyer areas to the public. The auditorium, however, 
has not been significantly altered since the opening night, November 1972. 

The Concordia Theatre and its land sits within the Hinckley Town Centre Conservation Area and 
is noted as an Important Local Building. The buildings are not recorded as statutorily listed in 
Historic England’s national register.

Recognising that the auditorium, much of the services installation and a good proportion of the 
building fabric required modernisation, in  2024 Hinckley Concordia Association (HCA) appointed 
Keith Williams Architects (KWA) to undertake an initial feasibility study. This study set out a 
strategic vision and high-level masterplan for the Concordia’s modernisation under the HCA’s 
objective Project 2030+. 

Subsequently in October 2025 (KWA) were appointed as architect and lead consultant to take 
forward that work supported by a specialist consultant team, including engineers, access and fire 
specialists, biodiversity & ecology consultants and a cost consultant. The KWA led team has now 
advanced specific proposals for the upgrade of the theatre building and stagehouse, the public 
realm and parking areas, which have been generated by the history of the site and its context. 

The finalised designs form the core of this application to Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council 
for planning and conservation area consent.

Aerial View of Concordia Theatre from Stockwell Head with service area in prominent location

INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW
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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

SUMMARY OF THE APPLICATION

The application can be summarised in the following statement:

“Planning and conservation area consent sought for the refurbishment and remodelling of the 
Hinckley Concordia Theatre building complex including 254m2 nett new floor area. Upward 
extension and rearward expansion of stagehouse, new external ambulatories and fire escapes, 
main building roof (with pv) replacement, remodelled gable end façade, removal of render to 
expose brickwork and replacement of windows to Stockwell Head building. Enhanced public 
realm including new public forecourt space and site wide accessibility improvements.”

This report seeks to support an application which provides for a long term road map of incremental 
development on the Concordia Theatre site which, when complete, will provide the following 
enhancements to this much valued cultural institution.

•	 Significantly enhance the visitor experience in terms of comfort particularly in the 
reworked auditorium space.

•	 Greatly enhance accessibility both in the public spaces but also back of house where 
access for performers can be provided for the very first time.

•	 Secure the fabric of the building by increasing the quality of the later theatre adaptations 
and enhancing the Concordia’s ability to keep producing high quality theatre..

•	 Preserve and enhance the heritage value of the site with sensitive modern interventions 
and sympathetic restoration of parts of the existing buildings.

•	 Provide a more outward looking theatre which engages with the town in a positive 
fashion and becomes a more obvious town asset.

•	 Improve the public realm and accessibility through public realm enhancements providing 
a public meeting space for all to share.

The development of the site will be managed in a way protecting its commercial and technical 
operations long into the future whilst positively contributing to the vibrancy of cultural life in 
Hinckley.

The analysis and description of the works for which permission is being sought in the following 
pages  aims to make the need for change and the benefits clear.
 

“...many elements of the building fabric 
and internal services are at or toward the 
end of their useful life...”

Existing auditorium space at end of life
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Hinckley Concordia Association
Stockwell Head
Hinckley
Leics LE10 1RE

www.concordiatheatre.co.uk

Client Trustees & Representatives

Andy Chamberlain
Connor Dexter
John Watts
Rob Gladman

Keith Williams Architects
74 Long Lane 
London 
SE1 4AU

t : +44 (0)20 7843 0070
www.keithwilliamsarchitects.com

Chartered Architects

Keith R Williams � : founder + director of design
Richard Brown � : director
Aline Magalhaes � : senior architect

PMP Consultants
Rifle Maker Building, 32-35 Water Street,
Birmingham, West Midlands B3 1HL
 t : +44 (0)121 585 6340
www.pmpconsultants.co.uk

Cost Consultant

Martin Rowe � : director
Matt Gilbin     : associate

WebbYates
10 Tenby Street
Birmingham, West Midlands B1 3AJ
 t : +44 (0)121 726 7670
www.webbyates.com

Structural Engineers

Rob Nield � : director
Steve Clews : associate director

WebbYates
14 Wharf Road
London N1 7RW
 t : +44 (0)20 3696 1550
www.webbyates.com

Services Engineers

Andrew Lerpiniere � : director
Joe Gregory : associate director

Jane Toplis
2 Attewell Court
Devonshire Buildings 
Bath BA2 4ST
 t : +44 (0)7970 097439
www.jtac.co.uk

Access Consultants

Jane Toplis � : director

LH Fire Ltd
Whitworth Dr
Telford TF3 2NN

Fire Consultants

Loren Hughes � : director

MHP Arboriculturist
79 The Promenade 
Cheltenham GL50 1PJ
t:  01242 259 259
www.mhp-arboriculture.com

Arboriculturist

Mathew Reid : Chartered Arboriculturist

Ecology by Design Ltd
Office 1, Ground Floor,
Carrant House, Teddington,
Tewkesbury GL20 8NE
t: 01865 893 346
 www.ecologybydesign.co.uk

Ecologist

Molly McCann : Ecology

CLIENT & CONSULTANT TEAM

keith williams architects
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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

OVERVIEW OF THE ARCHITECT 

Keith Williams Architects is a multi-award winning architectural firm and one of the UK’s leading 
architectural design practices with a reputation for the creation of innovative, high quality, 
sustainable buildings in sensitive urban and historic contexts. The firm is particularly noted for its 
leading specialisation in the design and delivery of cultural buildings including theatre, music and 
performing arts buildings.

Recipient of more than 40 major design and construction awards, Keith Williams Architects has 
twice been longlisted for the Stirling Prize, was nominated for the RIAI Triennial Gold Medal 2017 
and has twice won the prestigious BD Public Building Architect of the Year Award. The firm’s work 
has been published worldwide.  

www.keithwilliamsarchitects.com

unicorn theatre, tooley street, london

Marlowe Theatre Canterbury

restoration and expansion of the former tooley street fire station, london

athlone civic centre ireland

unicorn theatre, tooley street, london
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VISION STATEMENT

ARCHITECTURAL VISION

These proposals which will transform the Concordia Theatre and its immediate environs, have 
been carefully evolved taking into account the history, heritage and context of site, the theatre 
and its remaining buildings. 

The Concordia Theatre will be upgraded making it fit for purpose during the years ahead. The 
proposals follow a concept of renewal which respects the robust character of the two existing 
flanking buildings, maintaining or retrieving their architectural qualities, whilst transforming the 
centre building containing the auditorium, the original character of which has been much eroded 
over time. 

The designs propose a bold but contextually appropriate architectural treatment to the centre 
auditorium building’s exterior driven in part by the industrial heritage of the site.

The existing tarmacked car parking and service areas will be upgraded, landscape treatment 
and biodiversity improved, and a new public forecourt transforming the setting of Concordia’s 
auditorium building will provide a new accessible public congregation space and entrance for 
theatre goers. 

The likely impact to the listed buildings in the vicinity has been carefully considered and is 
regarded as very low and will certainly do no harm to either their fabric or settings.

The proposals adhere to the key principles defining the Hinckley Town Centre Conservation Area 
and will ensure that its character will be both preserved and enhanced.

The carefully evolved approach to scale, form, proportion and materiality will further strengthen 
the proposals to achieve a holistic approach to the Concordia estate as a whole, whilst setting 
up the key centre building as a new landmark within Hinckley Town Centre, finally giving the 
Concordia the prominence it needs as one of the town’s key cultural assets. 

Concept for upgraded main theatre (image : Hinckley Concordia Association)

 Concordia Theatre from Stockwell Head showing proposed facade treatment and the new public forecourt
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Ariel view circa 1937 
The three main buildings clearly identifiable

INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

Site overview 1934 at full extent
Many buildings now demolished

Site overview in 2026 showing the three main Concordia Theatre buildings

Key

B    Bar building - Pre 1886
A    Auditorium Building - Pre 1901
W   Workshop Building - Pre 1923

SUMMARY SITE HISTORY 

In preparing proposals we have looked back at the history of the site and the genesis of the 
buildings which the theatre now inhabits. The site is very much tied to the industrial past 
of Hinckley as it developed as a manufacturing base for the hosiery industry, and was the 
manufacturing base in the town for Moore Eady and Murcott Goode Ltd. Each building that 
remains on the site can be placed in a timeline of development as capacity was expanded. 

As noted in the Heritage Report in the appendix to this document, the order of site development 
seems to be as follows:

•	 By 1886 the main Building B now the Concordia’s “Bar Building” facing onto Stockwell 
Head, seems to be in place, noting references the former Workhouse in the adjacent 
area now Council Road. (note: Hinckley’s Workhouse was opened on London Road in 1838 
some distance away so it is assumed though not verified that there was an earlier institution in the 
vicinity)

•	 In the period to 1901 the site is extended to include Building A the current “Auditorium 
Building” but as yet Council Road does not exist. Various other smaller buildings are on 
the site but none of these now remain.

•	 The construction of Council Road at some point prior to 1906 would have opened up the 
western flank of the site and removed the last vestiges of the workhouse structures.

•	 The final major building, “Building W” on the site now the Concordia’s “Workshop 
Building” was constructed by 1923 and the site had achieved its maximum capacity.

Subsequently the site consolidated and land was purchased to form the link around the rear of 
what is now the Auditorium Building (A). However the business uses of the site diminished until 
the last remaining original buildings consisted of the three building that Concordia occupies 
today. We understand that ownership was acquired by Concordia in stages in the late 1960s. 
early 1970s including  land deals connected with the construction of the Britannia Centre 
opposite. The 3 buildings A,B & W were adapted to theatre use in an ad-hoc manner until they 
formed the Concordia complex as seen today.

A more detailed analysis and record of the site’s history is set out in the Appendix and 
photographs of the existing condition are set out on the pages that follow.

A

W

B



ke
ith

 w
ill

ia
m

s 
ar

ch
ite

ct
s

9 © keith williams architects ltd
Design and Access Statement 
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PLANNING AND HERITAGE CONTEXT 

Discussions with HBBC planning authority officers has been held on two occasions during 2026 
and these conversations have contributed to the development of the project particularly with regard 
to consideration of the heritage preservation on the site and a general desire to improve the public 
realm.

These issues can be traced back to policy statements contained within the Hinckley Town 
Centre Area Action Plan. 

There is a general reference to the importance of the site as follows :

There are also wider objectives stated to enhance the public realm and improve visitor experiences 
with more clearly identifiable landmarks. Noting the following:

 

As part of the approach to this town centre block, the proposals are intended to address a number 
of these issues, including the potential for the Concordia to form a key urban marker in the wider 
Hinckley townscape.

 

In more general terms there is no change to the type of use or level of activity of use on the site 
aside from the future forecourt public space. 

The site sits within the boundary of the Hinckley Town Centre Conservation Area and is noted as 
terminating a protected view along Stockwell Head. Part of the existing building is noted as an 
“important Local Building” but the stagehouse is pointedly not included in that assessment.
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CONCORDIA THEATRE : Design and Access Statement

The historic nature of the site and the buildings which remain, have been carefully considered 
within these proposals. As described in the heritage assessment, it is paramount that the various 
additions and adaptations which the Concordia has made to date and which have served the 
theatre well,  are now more fully integrated into the architecture of the building complex helping 
to preserve and maintain the character of the existing historic buildings whilst also establishing a 
local landmark through a series of contemporary, yet sympathetic insertions.

From a Heritage perspective, the Council have recorded their view that whilst the Concordia 
Theatre is a significant asset to the town, the nature of the building development has had a 
detrimental impact on the heritage preservation aspect of the site and note.... 

 
The proposals will rectify the current assessment status and upgrade the Concordia complex as 
far as possible such that its becomes worthy in architectural, heritage, townscape and contextual 
terms of its prominent location.

Again, the more detailed assessment of each component part of the building complex is outlined 
in the separate Heritage Report appended to this document.

There are a couple of listed buildings nearby, namely the Atkins Building and the Unitarian 
Chapel, with many others designated as important local building as part of the conservation area. 
There are few direct visual connections to the listed buildings but where they might occur the 
visual consolidation of the site is likely to improve and relationships to these heritage structures 
and cause no detrimental harm.

We have also assessed the relationship with St Mary’s church which is some way distant and it is 
unlikely that there is any visual impact here even with the additional height of the fly tower when 
viewed from ground level in the church grounds. A section demonstrating this is included in the 
planning pack.

PLANNING CONTEXT

View down Stockwell Head showing disjointed elevation

Illustration of proposal along Stockwell Head
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CONCORDIA THEATRE : Design and Access Statement
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View of St Mary’s Church spire from the Concordia 
Theatre car park through the Britannia Shopping 
Centre (the only place from which it is visible)

CONTEXT STUDY

The raising of the overall height of the flytower 
by 7m does not have a major impact on the 
distant views of the site as it can been seen 
that the buildings sit in a “dip” in the landscape 
so that the top of the fly tower will be only as 
tall as some of the existing buildings nearby. 
In addition it will improve the proportion of the 
tower making it appear more elegant.

Having reviewed the sectional relationship 
to St Mary’s Church the taller flytower will 
not impact upon it given the distance to the 
church from the Concordia and the adjacent 
shopping centre which sits in between and 
blocks any potential view. 

NB it is not possible to see the flytower (existing or 
proposed) from either St Mary’s Church or the Castle, 
Argent’s Mead or the War Memorial)
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CONCORDIA THEATRE : Design and Access Statement

Proposed 
Concordia 
Forecourt

Hinckley 
Market Sq

Nearby 
Car Parks

Visual Links Navigation point

To Leicester
SITE CONTEXT

The site of the Concordia Theatre sits at the edge of the historic core of Hinckley town centre, 
at the intersection between Council Road and Stockwell Head, and within the Town Centre 
Conservation Area, 

These roads are used for local traffic avoiding the town centre pedestrianised area and for 
accessing North Hinckley and routes to Leicester nearby.

In terms of visibility the site is separated to the south from the town centre pedestrianised area by 
the Britannia shopping centre. 

This site could become much more prominent in the townscape, and there is the potential for the 
Concordia complex to form a landmark in the townscape linking visually to active areas of the 
town along Stockwell Head and the Borough as marked by the red dot on the adjacent diagram. 
From here there are both visual and physical connections to the pedestrianised Market Place and 
the activity of the town centre. 

Routes to and from the site are key to access for all and there are some improvements outside the 
site boundary where pavements are narrow or too steep that would be desirable.

The location is served by a ring of public parking facilities which can be used (depending on local 
management agreements) for patrons to visit the theatre in evenings or as overflow for the limited 
on site availability for staff and performers.

PLANNING CONTEXT
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CONCORDIA THEATRE : Design and Access Statement

Flytower, Scene Lift, HVAC and Auditorium Roof

Concordia Theatre from Stockwell Head

Rear of Stage, Wings and FlytowerService Yard and Disabled Persons Entrance

Concordia Theatre from Stockwell Head/ Council Road Junction - the Main Facade to the Town Centre
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CONCORDIA THEATRE : Design and Access Statement

Roof space above auditorium ceiling

Flytower : Flyfloor & HempsAccess to Flyfloor

Flytower : Flying Bars & Crossover

Backstage Access from Dressing Rooms to Stage Level

Control Room

PHOTOGRAPHS OF EXISTING CONDITION (2025)
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MAIN ELEMENTS OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

For the purposes of descriptions, the site has been broken down into a number of distinct areas 
and each building in the complex named as per the adjacent diagram. These can be identified as 
follows:

•	 The Auditorium Building (A).

•	 The Bar Building (B)

•	 The Workshop Building (W)

•	 The forecourt area (F)

•	 The yard (Y)

•	 The staff car park area (P)

In summary the work proposed to each of these for which permission is sought is set out on te 
following pages:

A

B

W

F

Y

P

Location of main site elements 

Key

A    Auditorium Building
B    Bar building
W   Workshop Building
F    Forecourt Area
Y    Yard area (jitty)
P    Staff car park

Concept Sketch of proposed interventions

new forecourt

new public 
facing facade

renovated 
and expanded 
stagehouse

new external ambulatory providing 
level access to front of the theatre

outline of existing 
auditorium Building “A”

Stockwell H
ead

new external ambulatory providing 
level access to front of the theatre
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Concept for upgraded main theatre (image : Hinckley Concordia Association)

CONSULTATION

During the evolution of the proposals a number of consultations with key stakeholders have been 
undertaken by both the design team and the client. 

Early discussions with the trustees of the theatre have helped shape the project and Concordia 
themselves have extended this early input to performing companies using the theatre, staff and 
patrons at several points during the proposal’s development. 

Exploratory, pre-application, meetings have been held with Hinckley Planning Department on two 
occasions. Both of these were attended by Chris Brown, Asst. Director Planning and Regeneration 
and Paul Grundy, Conservation Officer, underlining the importance of the site and the relevance 
of heritage issues the project raises. Meetings were held on 17th February 2026 at Hinckley 
Council Offices and subsequently on 26th March 2026 as a site visit where Ashleigh Gade, the 
likely case officer also attended. All conversations were positive and supported the long term 
transformative effect that the theatre redevelopment would have.

A combined design team/client team presentation was given to HBBC councillors on 30th March 
2026 which ran through the main areas of development and explored the impact that the project 
could have on the wider development of the town centre. The project was greeted enthusiastically 
and support from those attending was apparent. It was subsequently announced that the mayor 
had chosen the Concordia as an organisation to support in fundraising efforts.
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AUDITORIUM PLAN : AS PROPOSED N
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PROPOSALS BY AREA

Proposed auditorium section

Proposed auditorium plan

THE AUDITORIUM BUILDING “A”

The original brick and pitched roof Auditorium Building “A” has been extensively modified over 
time. 

Key facilities include a 398 seat auditorium, rehearsal rooms, a studio theatre, public foyers, 
coffee lounge and separate bar areas. In addition, there are scenery workshop and storage 
spaces. The auditorium is set on the first floor level within the building facing onto Stockwell 
Head.

Alterations have been made over time, including the addition of wing spaces to either side of the 
main stage. The building was also extended in 2008 to incorporate new public access staircases 
and lifts, in addition to improving foyer areas to the public. The auditorium, however, has not been 
significantly altered since the opening night, November 1972. The blue metal clad stagehouse 
was built in stages from 1972 onward and is clearly now in poor condition and something of an 
eyesore.

Under these proposals, the building is to be modified internally to provide a significantly improved 
visitor experience. The comfort and access to the auditorium is to be enhanced although the 
overall seat count is to remain broadly similar to that which exists today at 400. To facilitate this 
there are to be two new access corridors, ambulatories, provided outside the existing envelope to 
allow access to the front part of the auditorium (Row A). Significant internal modifications within 
the existing auditorium external envelope include removing the existing auditorium false ceiling 
and ductwork above the audience seating to reveal the historic timber roof structure.

To improve the auditorium experience further, new air handling equipment is proposed at low 
and high level located in underutilised areas of the building which allows the current dilapidated 
services unit on the yard side to be removed. The equipment will be tightly integrated with the 
internal design. Small components of equipment such as fan coil and condenser units that have 
to be mounted externally will be placed in positions which are not visible from the street and 
screened behind louvres.

Improvements to the thermal performance of the building will require the existing pitched roof 
to be replaced entirely which can then be carried out in a manner consistent with the industrial 
aesthetic of the site as a whole. The stagehouse including the flytower will be entirely reclad and 
upgraded. 

The opportunity is there to address the disjointed nature of the existing building appearance and 
unite the two parts of this block (Building A and Stagehouse) together. The sloped sides to the 
stagehouse will be suppressed behind parapets to integrate the geometry of this area more fully 
into the composition. 

A key deliverable is to improve accessibility not only for the public with six wheelchair spaces 
distributed around the auditorium in accordance with best practice, but also for the actors and 
artists on the stage as currently there is no provision to facilitate accessibility from dressing rooms 
to stage. This can only be accommodated by demolishing the narrow back of house circulation 
and replacing it with a larger code compliant new backstage crossover,  lift and stair core. This 
will give access to the stage for all for the first time.
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PROPOSALS BY AREA

Tallest fly tower option with enhanced staging and 
roof mounted smoke vents

Diagrammatic location of rear circulation 
replacement (green) and undercroft infill (violet)

THE AUDITORIUM BUILDING “A” (cont)

The stagehouse theatrical functionality will be improved by increasing the height of the fly tower to 
enable better staging. The smoke vents currently to the rear of the space will be relocated to the 
roof to comply with fire regulations and a taller parapet provided to allow for regular safe access 
for maintenance and repair without the need to erect safety barriers at a later date.

The last component of works to Building “A” is the “end plate” which forms a new public facade to 
Building “A”. This will remodel the blank foyer extension facade and create a central focus to the 
architecture framed by the two brick gable ends to the existing buildings adjacent “B” and “W”. 
This will act as a landmark and focal point within the cluster of buildings on the approach from the 
town centre. 

The new facade will also include a level entrance, repositioned box office/entrance draught lobby 
and will also provide the necessary overhang to provide shelter for both ambulant and wheelchair 
bound users.

The material for the facade will be tonally similar to the cladding proposed for the ambulatories 
and stagehouse, but will be an aluminium powder coated mesh. This material will make a symbolic 
reference to the grid mesh of woven fabric that was once produced on the site. 

By cladding this facade in similar metal cladding to the roof and stage house Building A will look 
and feel more homogeneous whilst also being able to project more forcefully the presence of the 
theatre towards the town centre, whilst standing distinct from its two brick neighbours Buildings A 
& W which frame it.

Matters of detail will have an impact on terms of overall appearance and some of this is subject 
to technical development during later stages of design however it is clear that by increasing the 
insulation values to current levels will most likely increase roof and wall thicknesses by up to 
350mm. 

The drawings therefore show the bulk of the building increasing in places to reflect this so, by 
example, the ridge of this main block is 350mm higher than exists already.
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thermal double glazed windows.
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and stage level, and external fire escape staircase . 

Entire stage house reclad with insulated metal 
panels to comply with current building regulations. 
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metal panels, curved section 
where indicated in plan. 
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SOUTH-EAST ELEVATION : AS PROPOSED

NORTH-WEST ELEVATION : AS PROPOSED
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walkway level, clad with insulated 
metal panels, curved section 
where indicated in plan. 
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SOUTH-EAST

NORTH-WEST

material notes:

Auditorium Building (A)

Gable wall public façade to be metal mesh framework over 
cladding existing wall with matching return flashings. Low 
box office extension in rendered blockwork with fully height 
glazing around new entrance doors all in aluminium frames. 
Existing strip windows retained.

Existing brickwork walls to flanks of auditorium retained and 
exposed with later render removed. Making good as 
required. Original windows where still present retained. 

Roof over auditorium and front of house stairway to be 
metal standing seam roof with ribs at approx. 600c/c. 
Integrated box gutters at side in matching eaves enclosure. 
Louvres in roof for plant area screening to be flush with roof 
plane and angled to obscure low level views. Where 
required integrated p.v. panels for solar energy generation 
will be incorporated as an integral component of roof 
system.

Ambulatory walkways to be clad with metal sheet panels 
with expressed ribbed surface and matching vertical metal 
clad louvres at window locations. Windows double glazed 
full height units with opening lights in aluminium frames. 
External spiral stairs formed from proprietary galvanised 
steel stairs with solid panel metal over cladding as 
illustrated.

Rear stage stair extension to be brick construction with new 
brick to match existing. New aluminium framed double 
glazed windows with opening lights as illustrated. Brickwork 
enclosure to be extended to both under stage areas up to 
existing brickwork.

Stagehouse recladding in metal sheet panels with 
expressed ribbed surface of vertical and horizontal joints 
with matching flashings. Smoke vents roof mounted and 
concealed behind parapets.

Where ground level doors are to be replaced, they will be 
solid metal faced flush doors. All metalwork to be powder 
coated a Dark Bronze colour to a consistent RAL colour 
across the site.

Bar Building (B)

Existing brickwork walls retained and exposed with later 
render removed making good as required. Existing windows 
to be removed and replaced with new small pane double 
glazed windows to mimic the original “industrial” windows. 
Where windows are not required, they will be blocked and 
rendered to retain window detail locations noted on 
drawings.

New roof level link to auditorium block to be light weight 
construction concealed behind existing gable wall of the 
original building. No further works are anticipated to the 
roof. 

Workshop Building (W)

No works are anticipated to this building aside from two 
windows being blocked on the bridge link at low level to 
protect public fire escapes, see drawings for locations. 
Similar details to Bar building to be employed.
 

PROPOSALS BY AREA

Main elevation to Stockwell Head 
unified by material choices

Illustration of three gable ends and 
new central facade and entrance

THE BAR BUILDING “B”

The Bar Building will not be changing in function. Its original brick construction was over-rendered 
and the later minor adaptations made by the theatre over time have degraded its contribution to 
the conservation area as a whole.  Permission is being sought to remove the render finish and 
restore the brickwork. This will in turn require the replacement of the current poor quality windows 
with more appropriate metal framed “industrial” double glazed windows. Primarily intended to 
improve the thermal performance (as an offset for the loss of cement render) this will further 
improve its visual impact on the conservation area and in the HBBC designated preserved views.

Adaptations to the roof where a connection to auditorium building is required, will be within the 
roof space but to enable headroom a small area of flat roof will be introduced which sits behind 
existing brick parapets and is therefore not visible from street level. There will be some limited 
plant and equipment required for enhanced cooling but this will also be located between the 
ridges of this and the auditorium block Building “A”  and therefore out of sight from street level.

Where the small top floor office space is to be converted to patrons toilets then it is likely some 
or all of the existing windows will need to be obscured. At this stage all the windows are shown 
to be bricked up in a manner similar to previously blocked windows, analogous perhaps to the 
“Window Tax” effect.

THE WORKSHOP BUILDING “W”

This building is in general, outside the scope of the project. It is the most well preserved of the 
buildings on the site, and whilst no significant adaptations are proposed, its character and setting 
will be improved as part of the wider interventions. 
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material notes:

External Works Areas 

Forecourt Area (F)

External ground surfaces are to be high quality concrete 
paviours with integral sustainable drainage systems to 
attenuate rainfall run off. All kerbs, edgings and drop kerbs 
to be of matching construction. Surface area marked on 
drawings to include shared surface suitable for road traffic 
as required around disabled parking area and pedestrian 
only at the box office entrance segregated by bollards.

Existing boundary retaining walls removed and new 
landscaped area including banking and ramp with new 
trees as indicated. Street furniture suitable for public realm 
use with stainless steel fixtures and fittings. New lighting 
mounted on building.

Detail subject to later submission

Staff Car Park (P)

New external ground surfaces are to be high quality 
concrete paviours in and around existing main entrance and 
stage door area as indicated on drawings. All kerbs, 
edgings and drop kerbs to be of matching construction. 
Tarmac finish retained but levels revisited to permit flush 
door thresholds. Car parking area to be slightly reduced but 
capacity retained with spaces reconfigured. Cross over 
remains in current location with barrier relocated.

New tree and planting with stainless steel bicycle stands as 
indicated. 

Workshop Yard (Y)

This is a working area and will remain as exists. It is likely 
that the goods lift will be replaced with a newer version 
which may reduce the level of protective fencing in 
evidence.
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PROPOSALS BY AREA

Access friendly ramp and forecourt

Forecourt provided public realm at key intersection

THE FORECOURT AREA
 
As part of this application a new public forecourt is proposed in front of the main remodelled 
facade of the Auditorium Building “A”. The forecourt will face the town approach at the junction 
between Stockwell Head and Council Road.  

Currently, this area is very defensive in character, enclosed by fences and brick walls, and used 
primarily for servicing with bin stores. It is also the only level access and entry point to the theatre 
for disabled persons who must pass through the parking and service yard to the entrance doors. 
There are disabled access parking places, but these can only be accessed “by appointment”. 

There are also concerns over the width of pavements and steepness of public pavement outside 
the site which were reinforced by access consultant’s analysis and reporting.

In the proposals the area has been rethought and remodelled. A new pedestrian only paved 
forecourt area fronting the Auditorium Building “A” will be provided giving access to the new box 
office, draft lobby and level entrance to the theatre. Stepped and 1:21 gradient  ramped routes to 
and from the forecourt will allow better access and pedestrian flow to and from the town.

This open and welcoming pedestrian space will help open up the Concordia to the town centre 
both physically and visibly, offer a new congregation space for theatre goers before and after the 
show and could even be used for staging small outdoor events and performances.

THE YARD AREA

This is the space between the Auditorium Building “A” and the Workshop Building “B”. It is inherently 
part of the working space where sets and equipment are trundled around and exchanged between 
the ground floor workshops and the first level stage area. There is consequently a large external 
scene lift here for that purpose which is to remain in its currently location but will be replaced as 
it is near the end of its useful life.

This space is identified in the Conservation Area Plan as an historic “jitty” and will be retained as 
such in the masterplan. There will be some adaptation in that one of the two glazed auditorium 
ambulatories will be installed at high level on columns as a gallery level to the north-west elevation 
of the Auditorium Building “A”. Daylight will be derived from the glazing to the ambulatories but 
the view may be obscured for privacy reasons..A spiral escape stair will drop down to street level 
which will be clad with solid balustrades of matching metal so as to make it a sculptural object in 
the space.

The hard landscape proposals to this area will be workmanlike and robust befitting its industrial 
heritage as a workspace.
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PROPOSALS BY AREA

STAFF CAR PARK AREA

The area of car parking on Stockwell Head is used primarily for staff parking with patrons and 
performers expected to park elsewhere. It is consequently controlled by barrier to restrict access 
and on the whole this will be preserved as is. However, the presentation of this area of hardstanding 
is poor towards Stockwell Head and inefficient in its layout. The proposal is to make adjustments 
to the arrangement which will increase the area allocated to public realm, particularly close to the 
current main entrance and stage door. 

This will help better present the Concordia complex to the public and provide a more attractive 
edge to Stockwell Head. Improved planting and surface area treatments are expected but as per 
the forecourt this will form part of a later more comprehensive landscaping design for approval 
under condition. It is not anticipated that the roadway crossover will be amended.

The new column free first floor ambulatory which gives the audience access the auditorium 
overlooks this space. Its glazed elevation will open up the theatre’s activity to the street, giving 
some sense of the excitement and activity inside prior to a show. This will help relieve the blank 
nature of the auditorium walls that currently exists. A spiral escape stair will drop down to street 
level which will be clad with solid balustrades of matching metal so as to make it a sculptural 
object in the space. Other escape stairs which currently blight this façade will be removed.

The current open undercroft area which sits below the side stage and is currently ill considered 
and poorly utilised. Part of the works to the stagehouse will be to infill this area in with a brick 
enclosure which both grounds the stagehouse visually into the wider complex and creates useful 
back of house space. An external escape stair for the orchestra pit will be concealed within this 
enclosure.

FLOOR AREA SCHEDULE

In combination and with the demolition of the poor quality stagehouse stairway there will be a nett 
gain of floor area amounting to 254 m2. This is a modest increase in floor area relative the whole 
site floor area of 3920 m2

Hinckley Area Schedule

Basement Ground First Second Third Total Note

Workshop Building (inc. Bridge) 0 310 300 300 0 910

Auditorium & Bar Existing Core 525 785 870 460 30 2670 2nd includes orchestra pit

Auditorium & Bar Demolished 0 43 43 0 0 86

Auditorium & Bar Existing total 525 828 913 460 30 2756

Auditorium & Bar Extensions 10 125 110 30 65 340

Auditorium & Bar Proposed total 535 910 980 490 95 3010

Whole site 3920

Nett Change 254 Increase in overall floor area
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material notes:

External Works Areas 

Forecourt Area (F)

External ground surfaces are to be high quality concrete 
paviours with integral sustainable drainage systems to 
attenuate rainfall run off. All kerbs, edgings and drop kerbs 
to be of matching construction. Surface area marked on 
drawings to include shared surface suitable for road traffic 
as required around disabled parking area and pedestrian 
only at the box office entrance segregated by bollards.

Existing boundary retaining walls removed and new 
landscaped area including banking and ramp with new 
trees as indicated. Street furniture suitable for public realm 
use with stainless steel fixtures and fittings. New lighting 
mounted on building.

Detail subject to later submission

Staff Car Park (P)

New external ground surfaces are to be high quality 
concrete paviours in and around existing main entrance and 
stage door area as indicated on drawings. All kerbs, 
edgings and drop kerbs to be of matching construction. 
Tarmac finish retained but levels revisited to permit flush 
door thresholds. Car parking area to be slightly reduced but 
capacity retained with spaces reconfigured. Cross over 
remains in current location with barrier relocated.

New tree and planting with stainless steel bicycle stands as 
indicated. 

Workshop Yard (Y)

This is a working area and will remain as exists. It is likely 
that the goods lift will be replaced with a newer version 
which may reduce the level of protective fencing in 
evidence.
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STAGE DOOR

Existing stage door external enclosure and 
roofing to be removed. Stair to basement to 
become external and steps to top landing to be 
modified to sit behind balustade wall 

New standing seam metal roof with insulation placed 
on existing roof structure, and new rainwater 
drainage system. Ridge of roof raised approximately 
300mm due to increased insulation depth.

Flat or mini-ribbed powdercoated aluminium panels 
with grid of stiffening ribs overlayed. Nominal 600mm 
bay to bay centres. Bridge spans from side to side 
with no columns on steel truss with lightweight floor/ 
roof. Structure framed to ensure soffit is above 
window head height. 

Link to stage level wraps around corner to provide 
front of house to back of house link. Soffit sloped to 
meet the underside of the stage house cladding. Top 
parapet flange detail runs through to the stagehouse 
cladding

Bar building render removed  and brick revealed 
(subject to condition). Second floor windows blocked 
up and rendered in to leave outline. 

Flat or mini-ribbed powdercoated aluminium panels 
with grid of stiffening ribs overlayed. Product 
dependant TBC. Cladding supported on existing 
steelwork and to include approx. 300mm of 
enhanced insulation. Envelope will be sightly 
enlarged as a consequence.

Full height of flytower to be determained by technical 
review in due course however existing fly tower to 
be minimum 1500mm taller due to safety 
balustrades and increased roof construction depth. 
Maximium extention indicated for the purposes of 
the application includes additional working space 
with fly tower grid.

Existing side stage areas to have parapet walls to 
contain sloping elements of roof beyond as existing. 
Level of parapet to be determianed by thicker 
sloping roof consturction. Consealed gutters and 
downpipes will ensure roof / walls weather better

Area of existing brickwork currently rendered to be 
stripped back to original brick finish (condition 
dependant). Any loss of insulation offset by new 
construction below.

Stage door retained in current location with 
walkway over acting as canopy. Solid metal 
doors with glazed overpanel. Windows sitting between deep set vertical louvres. 

Opening lights above horizontal tramsom. All frames 
powder coated to match cladding.

Entire stage house reclad with insulated metal panels 
to comply with current building regulations. Void 
under stage left wing to give space to a new volume 
built with insulated brick cavity wall.

Propiatory steel spiral escape stair clad with 
powdercoated metal cladding to match the main 
building and give a solid, scultptural appearance
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Lobby

First Floor
Lobby

Second Floor
Lobby

+123.86

+120.45

+117.32

Existing side stage areas to have parapet walls to 
contain sloping elements of roof beyond as existing. 
Level of parapet to be determianed by thicker 
sloping roof consturction. Consealed gutters and 
downpipes will ensure roof / walls weather better

Bridge to escape door to allow door to open 
outwards. Bridge clad with metal panels and side 
balustatdes open grillage not solid. All powdercoated 
to match main building cladding.

Proriatory steel escape stair from orchestra pit area 
sits under side stage as existing but enclosed in 
brickwork infill to open space. Painted steel gate 
flush to brickwork as security door with panic 
hardware.

AUDITORIUM 

GREEN ROOM

BASEMENT STORE

Consealed box gutter in eves detail to allow water to 
drain to descrete downpipe locations and connect to 
existing storm water system

+139.50

+131.40

AMBULATORY DETAILED SECTION AMBULATORY DETAILED ELEVATION

Sketch Idea for bridge

Detailed bridge construction

MATERIALITY AND DETAIL

The entire building complex at one time would have been very much aesthetically coherent with 
solid brickwork and pitched roof construction with spectacular timber roof trusses in the main 
buildings forming the original industrial architecture. Whilst built for practical purposes aspects of 
the buildings were detailed in a way which suggested pride in their construction. 

It is evident that this qualitative element has deteriorated over the recent past. These proposals 
layout a holistic overview of how the materiality and detail can help re-unify the whole site and 
present the theatre complex as a whole in a more outward facing manner.

Our approach is one of retrieving as far as possible the original buildings Buildings “A” and “B”  
whilst retaining Building “W” in its current condition, with a sympathetic overlay of consistent new 
materials to reinforce the architectural concept for the transformation of the complex, whilst also 
celebrating the Concordia and the cultural vibrancy that it generates.

Building “A” : a simplification of materials to restored or new brick finish at the base with dark 
bronze semi-industrial ribbed metal cladding of a consistent powder coated colour above will 
restore the simple visual consistency of old.

Building “B” : removal of the render to the original brickwork (excluding the 2008 foyer extension 
which is render over blockwork) and replacement of the existing windows with double glazed 
industrial metal framed windows to match those that would have been historically present.

The approach is to retrieve Building “B” by returning its state to the original brickwork and retaining 
Building “W” so that they frame the beating heart of the Concordia, the Auditorium Building “A” as 
the centrepiece of the triptych of buildings on the site. 

TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Proposed town facing entrance
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Alternative Aluminium Options- Mesh 
 

 
Alternative Materials – Corten and profiled 
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Example of fret cut metal panels and location 

Ideas for metal cladding components - main cladding

Ideas for metal cladding components - end plate 

MATERIALITY AND DETAIL (cont) 

Building “A” which has been extensively modified and expanded and has lost much of its original 
character save for the internal roof trusses which remain above the auditorium, will be given a new 
character which will meld the red brick remnants of its industrial past with a new contemporary 
treatment of dark bronze metal cladding to the roof and stagehouse along with dark bronze mesh 
to the new western central town facing facade.

The intention is to use the materiality to celebrate architecturally the importance of the Auditorium 
Building “A”, the central of the Concordia’s activities and the central building of the three on the 
site as the “special building”, framed by the two remaining brick and slate roofed buildings “B” 
and “W”.

As stated earlier, the material for the facade will be tonally similar to the cladding proposed for the 
ambulatories and stagehouse, but will be an aluminium powder coated mesh. This material will 
make a symbolic reference to the grid mesh of woven fabric that was once produced on the site. 

For reference a sheet of exemplar material images from other buildings and indicative rendering 
of the completed project have been supplied as a benchmark.

Study from Stockwell Head showing new ambulatory and metal cladding to flytower

Ribbed metal panelling at Hallé 
Orchestra Manchester
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LETTERING
It may give the opportunity to refer to the voluntary nature of the theatre as 
such a quote chosen by trustees or featuring the theatre societies names, ...

NEW MAIN ENTRANCE_
METAL CLADDING TYPES

METAL TANK

BRICK

BRICK

BRICK

BRICK

TIMBER

BRICK

BLOCKWORK

MESH  
Translucent second skin recalling hosiery fabric 

LASER FRET CUT PANELS RECALLING HOSIERY YARN 
The Yarn and it is mesh as the fundamental base of hosiery.

We like to think that the voluntary nature of the Concordia theatre is like a yarn 
net of people that holds the theatre together.
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University Of Amsterdam Library lettering (MVSA design):

horizontal beams fixed to the front of the building, with 
mounted letterforms in between. 
Lettering mock-up in the upper image.

BLOCKWORK

Raised gable to restore the simmetry 
of the facade as per workshop and 
bar buildings.

If solid lettering as per  Amsterdam 
project, select a quote that may 
represent the voluntary nature of the 
Theatre. It can be chosen with the 
help of the Trustees. 

Cladding other than the lettering 
zone in mesh recalling hosiery 
fabric.

Exterior feature wall for the Highland Park Center i St. Paul, 
MN (Lawal Scott Erickson Architects): 

stainless steel perforated grid and lettering by Zahner.

Concordia Theatre logo in perforated 
sheet panel as per Highland Park 
example on the left. 

Reference for hoisery translucent effect and mesh:

Photo from Hinckeytimes.net

Bottom part (under canopy portion) 
may be in solid metal panel if more 
resistant than mesh.

See Argger Architectural Mesh brochure for more mesh patterns

cladding fixing frame example

Photo from Hinckeytimes.net Alumideas pattern

Refers to Alumideas pattern PT-11 
on the left side.
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