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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose 

 

This biodiversity net gain assessment report has been prepared by Geosphere Environmental Limited for 

NHS Property Services and relates to the proposed hospital redevelopment of the site at Hinckley & District 

Hospital, Mount Road, Hinckley, LE10 1AG for which detailed planning permission will be sought.   

 

The purpose of this report is to carry out a biodiversity net gain assessment using The Small Sites Metric 

(Biodiversity Metric 4.0) (ref. R.1) and provide options for onsite compensation that would secure an overall 

net gain in biodiversity for the scheme.  

 

Any limitations and conditions pertaining to the report are stated within Appendix 1, with a full list of 

technical references provided within Appendix 2.  

 

1.2 Site Description 

 

The site occupies an area of approximately 0.3990 hectares (ha) and is located around National Grid 

Reference SP429937. The indicative development boundary is shown on Figure 1 below: 

 

                                                  Figure 1 - Indicative Site Boundary 
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1.3 Proposed Development 

 

The report relates to proposed hospital redevelopment of the site as shown in the Outline Landscaping 

Plan, Drawing ref. 1782-DBC-ZZ-00-DR-A-0100 P06 included within Appendix 3.  

 

The development involves the demolition of existing buildings for reconstruction of a new hospital building 

and car park.  
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2. LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY CONTEXT 

2.1 Current UK Legislation 

 

The Environment Act 2021 Act became law on 9 November 2021 and introduces a framework to improve 

and protect the natural environment, overseen by the newly created Office for Environmental Protection.  

The Act introduces new statutory requirements, including the duty for local authorities to create new local 

nature recovery strategies.  The Act also introduces a new mandatory requirement for developments to 

achieve measurable biodiversity net gain.  A two-year transition period for this requirement is included in 

the Act, with provision for secondary legislation to set a date for the requirement to come into force.  It is 

likely this will be late 2023 or later.  Once in force, all planning permissions in England (subject to 

exemptions) must be granted subject to a new general pre-commencement condition that requires approval 

of a biodiversity gain plan.  The planning authority would only approve the biodiversity gain plan if the 

biodiversity value attributable to a development exceeds the pre-development biodiversity value of the 

onsite habitat by 10%.  

 

The reader is referred to the original legislation for definitive interpretation. 

 

 

2.2 Planning Policy 

 

The recommendations of this report are in line with the key principles of the Ministry of Housing, 

Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) (2021) National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (ref. R.2) 

and Government Circular 05/06: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (ref. R.3).   

 

The Hinckley & Bosworth Local Plan (ref. 0) outlines Development Management Policy 6, which necessitates 

the Enhancement of Biodiversity and Geological Interest. This policy states: 

 

“Development proposals must demonstrate how they conserve and enhance features of nature 

conservation and geological value including proposals for their long-term future management.  

 

Major developments in particular must include measures to deliver biodiversity gains through opportunities 

to restore, enhance and create valuable habitats, ecological networks and ecosystem services.  

 

Proposals where the primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity or geological interest will be 

permitted where they comply with other relevant policies in the plan.  

 

Onsite features should be retained, buffered and managed favourably to maintain their ecological value, 

connectivity and functionality in the long-term. The removal or damage of such features shall only be 

acceptable where it can be demonstrated the proposal will result in no net loss of biodiversity and where 

the integrity of local ecological networks can be secured.  
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If the harm cannot be prevented, adequately mitigated against or appropriate compensation measures 

provided, planning permission will be refused.” 

 

It is unclear what percentage of biodiversity net gain is required during the transition period, but this will 

be 10% once the transition is ended, therefore this should be targeted.  It is likely if a net gain is achievable 

onsite and this is less than 10%, if an application is made during the transition period, negotiations with 

the Council may allow this to be agreed. 
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3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Technical Approach 

 

This report is prepared in accordance with the best practice guidelines set out by CIEEM, CIRIA, IEMA and 

BSi (refs. R.5 and R.6).  The conclusions and recommendations for further works are in accordance with 

current legislation and guidance. 

 

 

3.2 Personnel 

 

This report was produced by Ariana Segura BSc (Hons) MSc (Graduate Ecologist), who is experienced in 

ecological consultancy including biodiversity net gain assessments.  This report was reviewed by Eleanor 

Baker BSc (Hons) MSc (Graduate Ecologist) and Alanna Cooper BSc (Hons) CEnv CSci C.WEM MCIEEM 

MCIWEM who is highly experienced in biodiversity net gain assessments and biodiversity net gain 

plans.  This report was approved by Katie Linehan BSc (Hons) MSc PIEMA MCIEEM, who is experienced in 

ecological consultancy including the production of detailed ecological impact assessments and habitat 

enhancement and management strategies.   

 

 

3.3 Habitat Survey and Condition Assessment 

 

The Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (ref. R.7) identified the habitats present onsite.  Habitats were 

assessed in accordance with the UK Habitats Classification (ref. R.8) to be used within the Small Sites 

Metric (Biodiversity Metric 4.0).  

 

As the site area totals less than 1ha (3990m2), it qualifies for the use of the Small Sites Metric Tool 

(Biodiversity Metric 4.0) (ref. R.9). As such, baseline conditions of the habitats were automatically assigned 

by the calculation tool.  

 

 

3.4 Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

3.4.1 Baseline Habitats 

 

Classification of area habitats and linear habitats was carried out in accordance with the methodology 

outlined in the guidance based upon the UK Habitat Classification descriptions of habitats (ref. R.8).          

The results of this and the habitat mapping using the GIS software were input into the Biodiversity Metric 

4.0 Small Sites calculation tool, submitted alongside this report. 
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3.4.2 Proposed Habitats 

 

The habitats within the proposed development are shown on the Outline Landscaping Plan, Drawing ref. 

1782-DBC-ZZ-00-DR-A-0100 P06 included within Appendix 3.  

 

The areas of the habitats were calculated by georeferencing this plan and digitising estimated habitats 

using QGIS software.  Most of the habitat categories were assigned to the most rational category based 

upon The Biodiversity Metric (ref. R.1). 

 

Where relevant to the Small Sites Metric, future conditions of habitats were assumed based upon 

professional judgement using the criteria for assessing condition as included in the technical supplement 

for the main metric, the Biodiversity Metric 4.0 (ref. R.10).  Recommendations to achieve the targeted 

condition presented within this report are based on this guidance. 

 

3.5 Limitations 

 

No outstanding limitations of the survey were identified. 
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4. BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN ASSESSMENT 

4.1 Baseline Habitats 

 

The habitats recorded within the survey area include:  

 

• Modified grassland 

• Introduced shrub 

• Developed land; sealed surface 

• Trees 

 

Figure 2 below shows the extent of habitats encountered during the site visit. 

 

 

Figure 2 - Baseline Onsite Habitats for Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

 

Habitats outside of the site boundary are not affected by this Net Gain assessment, and therefore are not 

considered further in this report. 
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                 Figure 3 - Proposed Onsite Habitats for Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

 

The Small Sites Metric (Biodiversity Metric 4.0) habitats for the proposed development are summarised in 

Table 2 overleaf:   
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4.3.1 Area-based Habitats 

 
The baseline sum of biodiversity units onsite considering area-based habitats is 1.1359 habitat units.     

Post-development in the current scenario, the development would provide 1.2690 habitat units, in other 

words a net gain of 0.1330 habitat units (+11.71%).   
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Recommendations for Appropriate Compensation 

 

Any habitat the developer creates with the purpose of achieving either no net loss of biodiversity or a 

biodiversity net gain should be managed for a period of not less than 30 years.  A management plan should 

be provided to the local authority for approval. 

 

The mitigation hierarchy of avoidance, mitigation and compensation must be satisfied before a no net loss 

of biodiversity can be realised.  This includes implementation of any mitigation measures required to ensure 

there are no significant effects on ecological receptors.  Once these key requirements are met, biodiversity 

net gain can then be considered.   

 

The potential effects identified in the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal report (ref. R.7) that may require 

mitigation.  Recommendations provided in the report include: 

 

• Planting of native plant species beneficial to wildlife should be incorporated into the final design.         

This will provide additional habitat for invertebrates, which will in turn provide a food source for reptiles, 

birds, bats, and Hedgehog.  

• The final development plan should incorporate bat and bird boxes into the scheme. This will provide 

additional roosting and nesting habitats for bats and birds post-development.  Recommendations for 

specifications for wildlife boxes are included within Preliminary Ecological Appraisal report. 

• A sensitive lighting scheme should be designed in coordination between a qualified lighting engineer 

and a suitably qualified Ecologist. This should ensure that potential roosting and connective commuting 

habitat (either retained or created within the development) remains as unlit as possible to allow 

continued and future use by bats. 

• Alternatively, should external lighting for the pitches require light spill onto boundary features is 

increased above current baseline levels, further survey is required to determine a baseline of data to 

determine the level of importance of the boundary features to foraging and / or commuting bats.  

Transect and remote monitoring surveys should be carried out to determine the use of the site and the 

site boundaries by bats (i.e., whether any rare species or a large number of bats forage onsite).          

This will enable an ecological risk assessment to determine the level of effect, if any, additional artificial 

lighting will have on foraging and commuting bats, and design mitigation and/or compensation 

measures that may be necessary to address the effect. 

 

Once a mitigation strategy is agreed, suitable compensation can be considered.   

 

5.2 Achieving Biodiversity Net Gain 

 

Given the measures as assumed in the present biodiversity net gain are followed through, the proposed 

development already achieves a net gain of biodiversity.  
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It is recommended that once the design is finalised, the areas of habitats that require removal and habitats 

that will be retained should be remeasured, and the change in biodiversity units recalculated using the 

Biodiversity Metric 4.0 (ref. R.1).  This baseline should be the basis for finalised recommendations for both 

onsite and offsite compensation that is required. 

 

5.5 Monitoring 

 

The management plan to maintain good condition of the modified grassland and moderate condition of the 

trees onsite should include a monitoring programme to record condition and implement any interventions 

that may be necessary to improve condition. 
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6. CONCLUSIONS 

 
The site currently achieves a biodiversity net gain. 

 

The onsite total net unit change is +0.1330 area habitat units (+11.71% change).  There are no trading 

rule issues as the habitat retention and new habitats to be created satisfy all unit losses when considering 

onsite proposals alone.   

 

The calculations have been carried out assuming all areas shown as potential landscaping will be planted 

as modified grassland targeting good condition.  It is important to note this is a more ecologically valuable 

habitat than flower beds or ornamental shrubs, so if any areas of planting of this type are proposed in 

future, the overall post-intervention score will decrease. 

 

Final calculations of biodiversity units for both onsite and offsite baseline and proposed habitats will be 

required once detailed proposals are available. 

 

Provided the recommendations within this report are followed and the mitigation hierarchy of avoidance, 

mitigation, compensation and enhancement is implemented throughout the detailed design process, 

potential negative effects from development on important ecological features will be negligible. 
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Appendix 1 – Report Limitations and Conditions 

 

General Limitations and Exceptions 

 

This report was prepared solely for our Client for the stated purposes only and is not intended to be relied 

on by any other party or for any other use.  No extended duty of care to any third party is implied or 

offered.  Third parties should not rely on the facts, matters or opinions set out in this report without the 

express written permission of Geosphere Environmental Ltd. 

 

Geosphere Environmental Ltd does not purport to provide specialist legal advice. 

 

The Executive Summary, Conclusions and Recommendations sections of the report provide an overview 

and guidance only and should not be specifically relied upon until considered in the context of the whole 

report. 

 

Interpretations and recommendations contained within the report represent our professional opinions, 

which were arrived at in accordance with currently accepted industry practices at the time of reporting and 

based upon current legislation in force at that time. 

 

 

Ecology Limitations and Exceptions 

 

Any limitations associated with the report will be stated.  The consequences of any limitations, findings 

and/or recommendations in the report are made clear in line with CIEEM (2018) Guidelines for Ecological 

Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland: Terrestrial, Freshwater, Coastal and Marine, Chartered Institute 

of Ecology and Environmental Management, Winchester and BSI (2013) BS 42020:2013 Biodiversity – 

‘Code of practice for planning and development’.  

 

This report is prepared and written in the context of the proposals stated in the introduction to this report 

and should not be used in a differing context.   

 

The wildlife and habitats present on any site are subject to change over time.  Surveys of this kind can 

have limited validity, with the possibility of behaviour patterns and territory boundaries varying over time, 

due to the dynamics of adjacent populations. 

 

New information, improved practices and legislation may necessitate an alteration to the report in whole 

or in part after its submission.  Therefore, with any change in circumstances or after the expiry of one year 

from the date of the report, the report should be referred to us for re-assessment and, if necessary, re-

appraisal. 
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It should be noted that whilst every effort has been made to provide a comprehensive description of the 

site, no survey or assessment can ensure the complete characterisation of the natural environment.   

 

Unless stated specifically, drawings and plans are indicative only.  As such, the position of features marked 

on the plans or drawings should not be taken as 100% accurate. 

 

If bats or any other European protected species are found to be present onsite and the proposed activities 

will cause disturbance or destruction of a roost site then this report will only summarise the potential 

requirements.  For works to continue a detailed mitigation plan with appropriate compensation measures 

would be required and a development licence would need to be sought from Natural England. 

 

This survey does not constitute an invasive species survey and should not be treated as such. 

 

Owing to seasonal variances and prevailing weather, conditions may sometimes be sub-optimal for 

surveying and this may delay or disrupt planned survey programmes.  If applicable, full details are given 

in the report. 

 

Geosphere Environmental Ltd may not be aware of information that could be held by other organisations 

or individuals, and it is always possible for features of nature conservation interest to be unrecorded during 

surveys.   

 

Scientific survey data will be shared with local biological records centre in accordance with the CIEEM 

professional code of conduct. 
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Appendix 3 – Drawings 

Outline Development Plan – Drawing ref. 1782-DBC-ZZ-00-DR-A-0100 P06  

 

 

 








